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PREFACE. 



X BB preliminary Introduction, iBpistle, or Pre- 
fftce, had its rise with the earliest dawn of Mo- 
dem Literature, and is now so fully established 
by universal cuetom, from the origin' 6f printing 
to the present day, that a book without one 
would seem as defective as an army without 
pioneers, or a body corporate without its officer. 
Its usual office is either to deprecate censure, or 
solicit praise ; but as the compiler of* the present 
volume, has upon this occasion little to fear from 
the ooe, and as little to expect from the other, 
he has periiaps little need for its services; well 
knowing that if his labours are found useful or 
amusing, the book will sell and be read ; but on 
the contrary^ if otherwise, it will remain as dead 
lumber upon the booksellers* isbelves ; and deeming 
this a sufficient reward or punishment, is willing 
to abide the issue! 
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In compliance however with custom, a due ob« 
senrance of which constitutes good manners, he 
may not be out of place in observing, that he ha» 
done the best his time and limits would permit ; 
being nevertheless well aware, that his subject is 
capable of great aYid beneficial extension. The 
early history of the Constitution of Edinburgh 
is like a garden run wild, so.overgrown with weedsr 
and brambles, that it is quite impossible to trace 
whh accuracy its original compartments ; or like 
the town itself, so changed by the alterations and 
improvements of successive ages, that we can now 
only affirm with certainty, that it originally stood 
where a part of it stiU does, upon the ridge of a 
hill. In tracing its original features, he has en* 
deavoured to make use of such land-marks as the 
all-devouring hand of time has yet left standing, 
and the occasional remarks of subsequent writers; 
but with all these helps, as will be seen, much is 
still left to be supplied by conjecture. In con. 
tinning its history, having no particular object in 
view, he has endeavoured to tell a plain tale in 
plain words ; narrating facts as far as he could 
come at them, in the regular order in* which they 
occurr^, rather in the* style of a chronicle than a 
history, without bias to any one party or another ; 
and if he has deviated from this principle in any 
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dngle instance, can only excuse himself by affirm- 
mg that it was quite unintentional* 

The Set of the Burgh, with the Acts of Parlia- 
ment and Council relating thereto, is ]Hinted ver^ 
baiim from the last authentic copy published by 
the Magistrates, reference being however oc- 
casionally made for greater accuracy in the ortho- 
j^rapfay to an earlier edition. 

In the Lists of Magistrates, heads of corporate 
bodies, &c. (which form perhaps the most origi- 
nal and interesting part of the work, nothing so 
complete of its nature having before appeared in 
print,) to avoid errors arising from the inaccuracy 
of transcribers, recourse has for the greater portion 
been had to three several copies, which have been 
carefully collated with each other, in all of which 
there were occasional slight variations ; in such 
cases, that reading has been preferred in which 
either two were found to correspond. 

The Historical Account of the Blue Blanket is 
printed verbatim from the original edition, with 
the addition only of some few notes as specified 
in its Preface. The Arms of the fourteen Incorpo- 
rations have all been copied from Maitland, with 
the exception of the Skinners, which has either 
been given incorrectly by him, or altered since. 
These latter portions of the book being the 
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ii!cark of otliersy he imoi oanrie o|ify atitwenilile 
for their accuraoj iirhen canq^furfd with' the e^U 
tiona froBi which they wfv^ printed. So Ikt he 
tvusti that he has done his diity as a fkithfal edi-^- 
tor, . axA hav^ given this aeoouht of hit labours^ 
now takes his ^eaife. 
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HISTORICAL. SKETCIi 

OFTHB 

MUNICIPAL CONSTITUTION OF 

THE CITY OP 

EDINBURGH. 



As there are no public records now extant in Scot- 
land prior to the reign of King Robert I. we cannot 
ascertain the precise era at which Edinburgh was first 
erected into a royal burgh. That it was one of the 
&st in Scotland, appears evident from its having been 
one of the four burghs which composed the chamber- 
lain's Air or Court, which was annually held at Had- 
dington. That it was a royal burgh in King David 
the First's time, is likewise probable, from his styling 
it " meo hurgo ;" and as to all appearance we are in- 
debted to his reign for all the laws in Regiam Mttfesta' 
ienij entituled, StaiuUe Gilday and Z. Z. Burgorumy 
and are farther informed by Fordun, that under his 
•age administration public buildings were erected, 
towns esiMishedf and agpriculture, manufactures and 
commerce promoted, it may be fairly conjectured that 
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he was the origiBal founder ; and this th^ rather, as he 
nndouhtedly founded the monastery of Holyrood-house, 
anno 1128, in its immediate neighbourhood. The loss 
of its original charters, equally deprives us of any^ 
knowledge of its earliest form of goremment. The 
Municipal Constitution, as now established, is the accu- 
mulated work of liges- 

The first magistrate of whom we find mention, is 
"William de Dedyk, otherwise William de Fotherig, 
who, under the designation of Alderman, with eleven 
othe^ bur^es3£»» signed the Bagmam Roll in 12S&f and 
swore aQegianee to King Bdward L of England ; and 
the first person mentioned in a list, extracted from old 
charters, by Walter Maofiirlane of that ilk, as having 
borne the title of Provost, was John de Quhitness, 
anno 1377. ^ut whait seems r»tber jremarkable, is, 
that the Act of King James III. in 1469, nearly a cen- 
tury after, appointing a new manner of election in 
burghs, mftkes no mention of the title of provost. It 
Ui however, more than probable, that the chief magis*- 
trate was originally entitled Bailiff, this being the 
more general designation of the king's officer for the 
receipt of the revenues in royal burghs, who Vqa like* 
wise constituted a magistrate to a^ninis((er justice to 
the people* Bat however this may have been« the 
bailiffs, or bwOiies as they are now cdled, seem only to 
be deputies or assistants to the provpst, being jointly 
and severally his deputy, sheriff, coroner, and admiral 
within the city and liberties ^ Edinbuiigh, and as such 
hold courts wherein are tried causes, both civil and 
criminal, other than in capital cases. When they were 
' so constituted, or what their original number was, whe- 
ther four, as now established, or otherwise, no where * 
appears,-^The next in rank is the dean of guild. This 



fV: 



^ < 



uxnncaAL oovsTmrTioii ov xBtmesoH. six 

officer derives his dtiie from being the head or judge of 
the fraternity of merchants, conmionly caUed the gaii" 
dry, which does not appear to have originally been an 
incorporation, bnt rather a branch of the general com- 
mnnity of Merchants in Scotland, who were inrested 
with pecoliar privil^j^es. Onr loss of early dbarters 
prefrents ns from ascertaining at what period this so- 
ciety had its rise, although in aU probability its origin 
is at least coeral with, if not anterior to, the first erec- 
tion of the burgh. The laws in B^giam MqfeitaieMt 
mtided SUOikUb GildOf would seem to confirm tibis 
conjecture ; and we know that similar societies> and 
under a similar name, existed both in Bngland, and 
upon the Continent, at a very early period*' In Lon- 
don, for example, where no such society now exists, 
they have still their Guildhall, where all public meet- 
ings of the dtisens are held, which was built in 141L 
Much conjecture has been haaarded upon the etymo- 
logy of the name Guild. The most probable appears 
to be that of Bailey, who derives it from the &xoh 
word zUd^ a tribute, or zildaUf to pay ; because each 
of its members was to pay a tax towards the support 
and charge of the company ; but from whateyer source 
the name may have been derived, in all likelihood this 
was the society to whom the charter was originally 
granted, it having apparently always been a requisite 
in the qualification for the magistracy, that the candi- 
date should be a member thereof; the other portion 
of the community,^styled Burgesses, being, as it were, 
a graft thereon, arising from persons residing in the 
burgh, and exercising handicraft and other trades, but 
neither participating in all its privileges nor its govern- 
ment, although allowed a voice in the election of its 
magistrates. The title of Dean, as applying to this offi^ 
oer, is equally obscure in its origin; he seems to have 
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xk' MX aisroBiCAL wtanem of. mob 

dw«^ hoM 00101% loia imd llw bhttife cif OiB fbii^ 
iHf frott Ihfi feM of admutlMi faito tbo soinetjr, wUdi 
<rBJi d teglg nwJ L far fliMriiable fwgpinef, Thefcliowiii: 
«oo0iikit«f iiii yc^ettnd i^ffio*, in tike MotDtiiMfl 
iriMocnih ventttfy^ ig qMMil fk«m ttiweut {uflpiiiUvt^ 
Um wiitif «f wbidi wiiBits Ut tufemnitfoii «^ tere 
%«eoi &:«wn ftotn a bmg ud todi^oi MMundi into tbe 
nsmdt^f CtMUMsOy tJM Adhmtiei uA College ti]^ 
timf ^uA Um iMst MMiciit biitoriti 6t tmtorteiiy, umI 
tw# Am «f PnHidDiiiiLt ; tail; irtth the Moeptton^f tte 
latle^ 4oM Mt ^pMe «iiy sporiie aMlMiiCy. «< By 
>« thAtiti; Act^ acted lii« Slttdayof Jely 1603, cnp. 
<< i86.id9iUive«olliaD«0nofGtaSld'ejtti^^ 
'^ £lr Mttlilig idi edboM aad tuMtun ooiieeiiiiiig; mer- 
**■ ^ikumx bctwiat ttierdHiit ttMl meidia&t ; ttd be- 
^ twiid laek^okuit Mid meriner $ imd fai acMitten tohb 
^ p<>we]!ts Mid fbr tke more nwdy mbriBging of tkB 
^ town's duet ariria^ lin>m menluitfdite, trading ib 
^ skippiiig to OtfCMayy and other porte in the Lnm 
•< Coiui«rie«> hels moredrer ereeted a jairtace of tiie 



* The earliest leoord of tlie Oulldnr ef Edinburgh is a tran. 
Mripl fnjiii e fofmm ^dlatae, ^vldeh ue ttwaftcriber eaUt << Ae 
«* tm43JiaSQick»'' «iid iipBart to h«ve been wzittea in 1M3. 
Tke firal eatiy, which ic taken from two differtat parti of this 
lonn^ir book, and is dated in 1487, i^tes the separate fees of 
eaaiiitffoa Ibr Btvgias ttnA Ohifld-bteiliAr. Another is aaca- 
tete enMAed by Atesander Lander, Provost, WiOiam Fowler, 
Dean of Guild, and their CoancU, dated Mar. SB. 1507 ; and a 
mbseqttent ono is a Seal of Cause, erecting the fraternity of the 
OIU into an laoofpoietimi, with ptnrar to ijhet ^ a IDsistor 
*' of Facnltie, certaine Offioaxis and Ckmnsaloures as vai think 
'^ nuMst expedientjl* with other privileges, which is dated Dee* 10. 
1618$ bat this vtatttet i»es Mm not enferoed, er has fgotte 
iatp dawiBlDdec aed it is remairfad»le that no meBtlen Is niade 
in It of tin Dean of Guild, although he is acknowledged in hie 
offida) capadty eleven years previotis, and It Is ezpresuy provid* 
ad, thiBt the WMtet shab net tear any eosinioiioffioe in ^ Vami 
iw ifae yiir la vbich he il ^baw* 
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<* peace, with the power of mnlcting all personsy mer- 
<< chants, or trades, addebted to the town, or carrying 
<< on trade without a licence ; shutting the shops of 
<< those who sell foreign goods without payment of the 
" higher duties ; making lock-fast doors where foreign 
<< goods are secreted, either in Edinburgh or Leith, 
*^ * for payment of the higher duties,' now known by 
'< the «ame of the shore dues. His other powers and 
<< functions are well known from daily practice. These 
'< few premises are here inserted, to shew his powers 
<< over those who obtain the freedom of the city by the 
<< minor payment of the simple ticket, or the burgess ; 
<< or the higher, called the gild or guild* And it is 
« proper to remark, that the former paid an illusory 
<< sum at his entrance, and also an otM^f or toeehlif 
** penni/y effeiring to what the oversman of his craft 
" ascertained him to have wrought for, the preceding 
<< week. These overseers were sworn to make a faith- 
'^ ful report to the dean of guild. The last, namely, 
*^ the holder of a < gild or guild ticket "from the dean 
'^ ' of the church,' was of a higher Order, and many of 
*' them men of family, as possessing funds, and sailing 
<< in merch^dizing to Germany, or the towns in the 
<' Netherlands, and quite unconnected with the fitter 
" Uuides, or Edinburghers, who paid heavy duties on 
<* importation of, or for dealing in, foreign commodi- 
<< ties, such as wine, silk, velvet, wax, plumb-damisses, 
"' spiceries of all sorts, claith of silk, goud, (gold), or 
" any foreign goods, for which a ffuild ticket was ob- 
" tained from the dean. And another Act was pass- 
'< ed, (if it was possible that his powers could be great* 
^^ er), empowering him to take order, or in the lan- 
'^ goage of the present day, to have full controul and 
« coercion over citizens of the aforesaid descriptioii. 
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^ Madi hM be^ii i«ld^ ttiidl nVdch eariosity ^x<^ited, as 
<< to th« term Deaft of GuM < and ire have 6^ti heard 
<< l^e liacknied toast of the Dean of GuiM and his Bre- 
*^ threfif whidi Mai hitheitto been involved in H» much 
** Qib8<mrity as the nutsfm Word^ the htne/k ofekrgyy or 
^ th^ origin of tb^ office of L&rd JusiHce Clerk / there- 
«< fore to gratify the ptiblicv they shi^ be indtdged 
<' with the origin of the first titles 

^* So early as I46Q5 ure see from the records, tibat 
<^ there were << Mer^handis trafficking in sehipping to 
^^ Germany, and the towns in the LoiV Countries,'*' 
^* sndi as Gneldres^ Ypres^ and many eiher mfltritime 
^* towns. 

<< Thiese Were not really citizens of E^fifthnrgli, but 

^< on the eontiitry second and third sons of famines of 

<< ranici some of 1i^i»e descendairts are now freeholders 

<' in the Coiinties of Ediiiborgh Mid Fife. Can it be 

^ <^ sdpf^osed, tibaC even the whole of these, commonly 

^* called Gutter J^luideSj who la'aded at that time, or for 

*< ankandre^ yeai^ thefe^er, cdnld freight a ship? 

*< No ! hat about A eelltury subsequent to 1460, they 

<< gained seme strength in ilnafnces by their industry, 

<< and thereby deal! on a greater scale. At that time 

<^ the R^o<rmat»on (which js well known to fdl readers,) 

^^ wae^ effected in Germany through the industrious 

<< aseal of Mardifn Luithei' imd John Calviri ; and shortly 

^*' tbeveaifter, ^e glorious Refc»rmation of this eountry 

<< was happily brought about under the auspices of the 

^< cdkebraled J^« Knox. 

'^ On the dawn of that eventful era, the fi^bttants 

I " of G«nMa»y, and what is understood by the other 

\ *^ Low Coontifies, Were jealeue about havii^ deatings 

I << with any shipmostea^ who entered their perts^ afraid 

! << ^ being eostasnmated by the Reman Catholic teli- 
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gion ; and even wheM tiiey got in their cargaei, on 
learing their harbours they were spolaied^ or in 
other wor^ robbed^ Tkis led tfaem to apply for 

<< protection to the King of France, and alto to the 
Emperor of GetmMj ; but ail would not do* They 
were at the same time ittformedy ^ they mnat have 

^^ a ficence frcmi a worshipM and dignified man ;" thia 
was the I>ean of JBdhUntrphj under the Bishop ; and 
accordingly thereafter^ thoy applied to the Dean of 

** Edinburgh, and After ebtdniiig a cocket for sailings 
bearing that the Kiag^9 and Oode Town's dues wera 
paid, tliey forthwith proceeded on their toyage* 
<' This licence ef tidcet from the Dean boi^, that 
tiiey were men fearing Ood^ and of the true Protes- 
tant religion, then publickly professed in this king- 

^ dom, beyond suspieion : ** On the oontrarie that they 

'' could win and «t»«," that is to say, that they wer^ 

** what at that thne wae termed siUuiantioua men; and 
thereafter they had £ree ingr«s« and egp-ess. 
^ Now as being the Dean, he was tfaereafiter, (as 
having the controul over the money, or gude town'a 
dues,) called the Dean of the G^elt, which every 
reader of antiquity w<^ hnowsy goes for money in 
Germany, HoUand, and the Low Countries. The 
term gelt^ at a subsequent period, became gild and 
afterwards guild \ and since liiat time to the present 
day, it » tormed tiHe Ckdld ticket. 

We see atso by the reoonk of Connail, thai when 
they * cam hame,' they were styled by the townnneii 
of Edinburgh, the Gelders, and looked up to with « 
hi^^r degree of respect than those holding the mi^ 
BOr ticket called the single Burgess ticket, who were 

** mikf afiowed to dealL in the commodities of this conn- 
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<< ry, such as buttery cheese, eggs, nails, brinstane^ 
<< wild fools, aqua yita, oil, &c" 

If this writer's authorities were good, it would appear 
that the Dean of Guild was originally Dean of Eidin- 
burgh ; but it may be remarked, that his derivation of 
the term Guild is both too recent, (a Dean of Guild 
having been chosen at Aberdeen in 1428,) and too far 
fetched ; and in answer to his assertion, that these mer- 
chants were not citizens of Edinburgh, it may be asked, 
If so, by what right did they interfere in its govern- 
ment, and become its Magistrates ? the qualifications 
for which having apparently always been that they 
should be members of the Guildry % and rated in the 
stent book as possessing a place of business in the 
town* 

It may be also observed as a well-authenticated fact, 
that the citizens of Edinburgh purchased the Port and 
Mills of Leith, from Robert Logan of Restalrig, in 
1329 ; and if there were no merchants then existing in 
Eklinburgh, what , could have been the intent of such 
a purchase ? 

The chief business of the Dean of Guild and £is 

court of assistants, now, is the granting the freedom of 

he town, both by the single or Burgess ticket, and the 



I 



a I am aware that Pennecuik, in his History of the Blue Blan- 
ket, asserts this to Jtave arisen from a foolish request made by a 
Deacxm C!onvener, to King James T. but^ there is no proof of 
such an office being then in existence, and he quotes no authori- 
ty, am inclined to believe his whole story of ^e rescue of King 
James, and subsequent request of Convener Cuthbert, ^c. to be a 
mere fiction, coloured by the existence of such a place as Cuthbert*a 
well, which more probably derived its name from being dedicated 
to the saint so called. 
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%igher or Guild ticket; the superintendence of all 
buildings, pablic and private, by compelling the ovniers 
to repair or pull them down, when necessary to prevent 
-accidents ; or adjusting disputed claims where encroach- 
ments in new erections are attempted ; the controul 
■of weights and measures, &c. &c. 

The only other officer who is also a Magistrate is the 
Treasurer, whose office, from its very nature, must have 
originated with the first erection of the Burgh. 

To these seven Magistrates, assisted by a Council, its 
whole afiuirs seem to have been for a considerable pe- 
riod entrusted ; but what the original number of that 
Council wa8,«or when their aid was first required, does 
not appear. 

In all probability, as before observed, the Magistrates 
^vrere originally elected from the Guildry, for in 1508 
we find the holders of single Burgess tickets, then 
erected into separate Incorporations, petitioning to be 
represented, and seeking the privilege of being elected 
into the Magistracy. At this penod, therefore, the 
^«^hole Council, whatever number of persons it may 
have then consisted of, was certainly composed of mer- 
chants or Guild-brethren only, with the exception per- 
haps of the Provost, who being frequently a man of 
rank, it may be doubted whether or not he was a mem- 
ber of either class of the community. From whatever 
body taken, however, the Magistrates at least seem, if 
not origpinally appointed by the Crown, to have been al- 
ways chosen by the ft-ee suffrage of all the Burgesses, 
but in what precise manner does not appear, until 
1469, when the tumultuary proceedings in electing Ma- 
gistrates of Burghs, had been such, that an Act of 
Parliament was passed, by which this mode of election 
was abolished, and their constitution in other respects 

b 
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new-modellecL No set of Magistrates were to continne 
longer than one year in office ; tlie old Ooiuicil of each 
Burgh was to choose the new ; and both together, as- 
sisted by a tradesman chosen out of each craft, had the 
appointment of the succeeding Magistrates, whereby 
the Guilfl-brethren or Merchants, as indiyiduals not 
claiming to be represented as a particular craft, were 
deprived* of any voice in the election. The clause or- 
daining this method of proceeding is as follows: " Itemy 
" Touching the Electioun of offidars in Burrows, as 
^< Alderman, BaiUies, and other officiars, because of 
" great contentioun zeidy for the chusing of the sa- 
^< mine, thro' multitude and clamour of conunons, 
simple persons, it is thought expedient that na offi- 
ciars nor Counsel be continsued after the King's 
<< lawes of Burrows further than on Zeir, and that the 
<< chusing of newe officiars be in this wise, that is to 
<< say ; That the Auld Counsel of the Town sal chuse 
^' the Newe Counsel, in sik number as accordis to the 
Town, and that the I^ewe Counsel and the Auld in 
the Zeir aforesaid, sal chuse all officiars pertaining 
<< to the Town, as Alderman, Baillies, Dean of Guild 
*' and other officiars ; and that the crafts sal chuse on 
" person of the samine craft that sal have vote in the 
<< said Mectioun of officiars for the time, in likewise 
« Zeir by Zeir," 

The Companies of Arts, or the Trades as they are 
now called, derived their origin, or erection into bodies 
corporate, from an Act, or Acts of this Council, and 
afterwards requested to be admitted by their repre- 
sentatives into the body which first gave them exis- 
tence ^. None of their charters bear an earlier date 
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^ Coundl Reg. v. 1. p* 26. 
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than 1475 ^ and the first time they sought to he so re- 
{ur^ented was in 1508. At that period, they desired 
to have six or eight of their nnmher received as repre- 
sentatives, and that they might he declared capable of 
being elected into the Magistracy ; to which demands 
they then received this remarkable answer, << That 
*' the Conncil would make no innovation upon the 
^' Crovemment of the Town, without advice from the 
^^ King and Parliament'." At what subsequent period 
their representatives were first admitted, is now uncer- 
tain. 

The powers of Handicraftsmen seem to have been, 
for a considerable period, extremely fluctuating through- 
out all Scotland. In 1424, James I. impowered them 
to elect a Preses * for their different branches, who 
was called deacon or kirk-master'. In 1426, only two 
years after, this office was utterly abolished, as being 
of general prejudice to the nation, and the former 
meetings of the deacons condemned as the assemblies 
of conspirators <. In 1457, it was, however, restored 
^th respect to Goldsmiths, for the purpose of inspect- 
ing their work, and ascertaining its standard fineness ^, 
and soon after became again general among the differ- 
<mt artificers! In 1469, each of the Crafts being im- 
powered to choose one of their number, who was to assist 
at the election of the Magistrates K In 1493, some dis- 



^ Maitland, B. 4. ^ Council Reg. y. 1. p. 26. 

« Ja. I. pari. 2. c. 39. 

' Probably £rom his having the charge of numlet, given in 

Catholic tiniet to found altan, each trade having their patron 

aaint. K Ja. I. parL 6. o. 86. 

^ Ja. U. parL 14. c 66. * Ja. JUL parLd. 
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tiirbances having arisen, the o£Bce of deacon was checks 
ed as being dangerous and the cause of great trouble 
in burghs, they being then required to confine them- 
selves allenarly to the inspection of the work perform- 
ed by their respective crafts^ ; and in 1555, the office 
was again abolished entirely, as the cause of commo- 
tions and unlawful combinations K This last statute 
has never since been expressly repealed, and when or 
how the office of deacon was again revived does not 
appear. 

It is certain, however, that in 1552 there were two- 
Craftsmen in the Council, which then consisted of 
twelve ; probably the Lord Provost, four Bailies, Lord 
Dean of Guild, Treasurer, three Merchants, and two 
Craftsmen ; which latter appear to have held precisely 
the same rank and office with the present Trades 
Councillors "*. 

At the commencement of the Reformation, Queen 
Mary of Lorrain, then Queen Regent, with the view 
of obtaining Magistrates favourable to her cause, 
sent an order to the Town-council, on . the ap- 
proach of the Michaelmas election 1559, requiring 
them to admit the votes of no fewer than eleven dea- 
cons of 4srafts, in every step of the election ^ ; these, 
together with the two Councillors who were al- 
ready members, would have thrown the election en- 
tirely into the hands of the Trades. This order, be- 
sides being a palpable stretch of arbitrary power, ad- 
vanced a manifest falsehood in asserting, that the Dea- 
cons of Crafts formerly had a right to vote in all tlie 
steps of burgh elections, whereas, even by the sta- 
tute of 1469, (apparently repealed by that of 1555), it 



k Ja. IV. parL 4. c. 43. ^ Hary, parL 0. c 52. 
n Rec. of C!oiiy. of loy. bur. Ap. 4. 1652. b Council Reg. v. 3. p. 24. 
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'was merely providedy that the Craftsmen should hare a 
voice in choosing the Magistrates. This order further 
alluded to some restitution of their priyileges, which 
'^had been made to the Trades in 1556. What the na- 
ture of this act of restitution was, or by whom passed, 
does not appear ; but in all probability it some way or 
other related to the office of deacon, as, from the order 
now sent, notwithstanding its total abolition by Parlia- 
ment in 1555, we still find that office to be in existence. 
The Council behayed upon this occasion with great spi- 
rit and firmness : they first desired the deacons who 
presented the letter to withdraw, until they had deli- 
berated upon its import, and having recalled them, gave 
for answer, ^ That the Council could yield no obedi- 
•* ence to the order, for it was contrary to Act of Par- 
*^ liament °." In 1582, however, little more than twenty 
years after this transaction, the Trades had obtained 
9uch footing in the Council, that the mutual squabbles 
between them and the Merchants filled the city with 
tumtdts, till at length both parties, with a view to ob- 
tain a -decisive settlement, referred their various claims 
and differences to King James VI. by whose decision 
or Decreet Arbitral, the Municipal Constitution or Sett 
of the town was established upon nearly the same 
footing which it still retains, notwithstanding the con- 
tinued struggle the Trades have now maintained for 
upwards of two hundred years since that period, with 
the view of augmenting their weight and influence in 
the administration of civic affiiirs. By this decreet, 
the Town Council was appointed to consist of the same 
number of persons, Merchants and Trades, that it does 
at present; the only important advantage that the 

o Conndi Reg. r. 3. p. 24. 



€d its- resciiision Oct. 4. IBB^r and cotitiniied piNb^sf 
fSftr sefeMi yeary snecesriV^ *. 

No 8001^ however, trladl peftoef estklrlisbed by the re« 
tt<ifllt}6tt of Kingf ChktleB il. tlwn llie oont^st 'betrpfecttt 
the Merdtattits toid the IVad^Hirag again retited. The 
obf^els'of cdmplamt then'^er^, that the provost, itt^ 
stead of fitting at the Cotuofdl bba^d, and gMhghU 
raffiraget^^ vde^, itdthdre^aKd Ttited by proxy'. lie 
TVftdes daimed ad a priviiege, that* the e^ttraordhiary 
d^acidns- shoidd Tot6 in the etectieir of the baroir bai-^ 
lies, which was denied thein, and protested against the 
dectiott as illejl;^, the proYostahd tteailixrer having 
be^n riected ftt' s^dhJ* years successively. This yt^ 
test wtr laid hefbrt" the Lordsr of the Prfty Cooncil, 
by whotti the electiM ^mwi^ stistained^ and the condnct 
of tfaie Tirflderc6ild^ttined as dangerons, andtendhr^to 
M^(m^ Mafch 4. 1673; a m^orlty of ' the Town 
CotAidl «e^ln t6 hkt6 restored the ^n^, prohibtting the 
proTtidt^ Sec, ttltitt iHiiiiaiiiing in office longer than t^o 
yeftrS tiigeth^r/notwith^tiardtng'wliich, Sir 'A. Rantsay 
if^HS agai^ re-elected at the Sli^hadmas following ; btii 
procetd^ngis having bi^en eithier then or previonsly in- 
s^nted agAt^st Mm' by Mr I^. Kinloch, and others, old 
MJigistrates, b^foretheconveotion of Royal Btirghs^ 
so load and Wefi fotdided a cidmonr was ndsed thBre>^ 
by, that in concordance with the advice orhsj great 
fMend the &rr: of' Laadetd^e, he shortly thereafter 
demitied both hi^ offices of Lord Pi^ovostand Lord 
af Sieission. A process of declarator of privileges 
hating been rallied in the Court of Session, and 
a decreet obtained, an act of ConncSi was pass- 
ed, Oet. I. 1678, in c<Mnpliance therewith^ where- 

q CouncQ Beg. 1(^64. ^ 

'^GSmiImsS B>6g^ ri 21* p; 09. Bee. of Privy Counell* Ke*^^ 1. pt 
b9* In aUs«($s«f th»£I«cti0B,ihewlK^piinies'6iiU^ 
vote must be present; either personally or by proxy» these ptoi* 
lei being cbotieii by the members who happen to be present. 
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kj the rescindl^d prohibitory act of 1658 was again en- 
ibrced, and its contraveners subjected to heavy penal- 
ties, the electors to b^ reputed infamous as invaders of 
the liberties and privileges of the burgh, and fined 
^ne thousand merks Scots each, and the elected, provi- 
ded they accept or attempt to execute any office to 
which they may be thus illegally appointed, to be fined 
five thousand merks Scots, all elections contrary there- 
to being declared null and void ; and amongst other 
provisions for the better observance of this act, every 
member of the Council, ordinary and extraordinary, is 
required to take an oath previous to each annual elec- 
tion, that he will do nothing prejudicial thereto, di- 
rectly nor indirectly. At Michaelmas 1674, there 
was no election of magistrates ; Tuesday the 29th Sep- 
tember, being Michaelmas day, having been fixed upon, 
as was supposed with some sinister design, in place of 
the Tuesday following, which is appointed by the set 
' for the -day of election, the business was countermand- 
ed by a mandate from King Charles II. and the per- 
sons then in office continued so until the 27th August 
1675, when, by a second mandate from the Grown, four 
tiew bailies were appointed previous to the election of 
that year. Six weeks after the Michaelmas election 
1678, three of the new bailies refusing to take the 
oath of supremacy and allegpiance, then first tendered, 
resigned their office, and others less scrupulous were 
elected in their place. 

The pectdiar privileges of the guildry having b^ome 
common to all classes of the community who chose to 
purchase their freedom thereof, as declared in llie 'de- 
creet arbitral of 1583, a separate incorporation was 
erected by a royal charter from King Charles II. dated 
October 29. 1681, by the stile and title of 7%e 
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by tbej are impowered to h«Te a master, twelve u- 
■iatentB, and a treuarer, to be duwen annuallr, and a 
clerk and officer to continue during pleasure, a house 
or lull, the right to make byo-Jawg for the good of the 
Gonunuity, to be approvenby the Town-Conncil, &c, kc 
From this body tbe Magigtratei and Merchant Coiin- 
lalion are now gaieially, if not always chosen. 

In 168^ the Trades obtuned an act of Counul for 
the change in the manner of electing the deacons, 
before referred to, the whole of lU. members being 
upon this occasion at first nnanimous ■ ; but it would 
■eem that the Merchuita soon repented the concesuon 
they had made, for in less than six montJis after, the 
IVadesfounathemaelres under thenecessity of commen- 
cing a prooesa before the Court of Session, to obtua 
a legal sanctioii for this encroachment. Tbe judges 
"wtsn Tery much divided in opinion ; but in 1684, a de- 
rinmi was finally pronounced in their favour by a 
m^cnity of one vote only '. 

The Convention of States assembled at Edinbui^h> 
by circnlar letters fi-om the Prince of Orange, after- 
wacda King William IIL having declared that King 
James VII. had forfeited bis right to the Throne, and 
the whole civil authority of the Country thus become 
exauctorated, voted instructions for all the Royal 
BniTowa to choose a new set of Magistrates and Couh' 
«^oni by a poll. In compliance with this order, a 
new election was made in the manner directed by all 
the Bo^esses of Edinburgh, bearing Scot and Lot of 
the whole ,tw»i^-five members of the Council on the 
11th of April 1689, the day on which King William 

■Fotmt^nball'a Dedsioiu, v. l.p. 139. Cevnoil Reg. Oct. 17> 1683. 
( Foontainhnll'i Dednoiu, vol. 1. p. Z?"- 
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and,Qneeii Marf were ecowned at Westmiiulmr ; nime- 
]y, Sir John Hall, PnoYOSt, Charles Charters, Ist, 
James Machuip^ 2d9 Andrew Brace, 3d, and John. Ro- 
berts^Mi, 4fth Batlies; Thomas Crawford, Dean of 
Guilds William MenaieS) Treaswrer; Archibald Ha- 
milton, old Provost ; Jamas Jnstioa, David Spent^e, 
TluMBas Wyllie, pmd Duncaa Mackintosh, old Bailies; 
Alexander HamiUon, old Dean of Guild;* Midiael A1-- 
Ian, old Treasurer; George Clark, Archibald Miire> 
and Robert Blackwood, Merchant Conncillors; George 
Stirling and John Reid, Trades Councillors ; and John 
Borthwick, goldnnith ; Robert Wilson, funier4 Alex* 
ander .Thomson, hammerman ; James Anderson, bax- 
ter; William Kerss, flesher; and Alexander Sword, - 
weaver, _ 

In 1700 Mr Thomas Fisher was appointed as an 
assistant to ihe Treasure, in the collection and ma* 
nagement of the City revenue, with the title of Cham- 
berlain; but this office .being subsequently ^^i»i^ su- 
perfluous, was abolished or discontimied about nine 
years thereafter. 

The Right Hon. Adam Brown, Lord Provosti hav« 
ing died on the 17th of October 1711, a few days oidy 
after his second election to that dignity, was interred 
on the ISth. with great ponq> and sokannity, the pro- 
cession being attended by many of the nohility, the 
Lords €i Council and Session^. . the Ministers, andaU 
the civic Bodies, oorporate or otherwise^ his lordship's 
remains being carried to the grave by the.Magistaratea 
and Cooncil in their robes. 

At the Michadmaa Election 1716, Bailie James 
Oelland entered a protest upon the Council register 
against the election as being irregular, Bailie Charles 
Hope, who had only been third Bailie before^ having 
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been elected first Bailie, in pref<Mrence to him who had 
before filled the office of second. 

The Council, having hitherto allowed the Prorost 
mean and base privileges, such as, secret admowledge- 
ments from those who obtained lucrative offices in the 
city, gratuities from all who obtained feus or tacks of 
land, houses, or shops, and other branches of its revenuer 
&c. &c. which^ far from supporting his station with be- 
coming dignity, on the contrary tended to render him 
mean, mercenary and rapacious, in 1718 passed an Act 
by which this infamous practice was abolished, and a» 
annual salary of L. 300 granted in its stead. 

In 1721, the Trades made another e£Port for the 
extension of their power, the success they met with in 
their cause relative to the election of deacons, having 
perhi^s inspired them with hopes of some farther con- 
cessions^ they pretended to be dissatisfied with the. de- 
cree of 1684, and advanced greater claims ; now insist- 
ing, that as one of their deacons had long borne the title 
of Convener, he ought to be received by the town in 
that character; to which the Council made answer, 
'^ That he was already qualified as deacon^ and there 
'< was no mention of convener in the set.'' They fur- 
ther demanded, that the extraordinary deacons should 
be allowed to vote in the choosing of all proxies, and 
insisted that no committee could be legally appointed 
by the Council without the concurrence of the extraor- 
dinary deapons, and that the convener was officially a 
member of all committees. 

These accumulated demands alarmed the Merchants^ 
who brought an action before the Court of Session to 
set aside the decreet lef 1684. The Trades, on the other 
band, brought an action for having that decreet con- 
firmed, and the various other privileges they now claim- 
ed determined. 

This dispute was carried O'* ^or nearly ten years^ 



when botb partieB thongiit proper to subt^it their dif- 
ferences to the decision of Archibald, Earl of Islay, 
afterwards Dnke of Ai^le, who, in 17S0, pronounced 
the decreet-arbitral, which, as explicative of the decreet 
of King^ James, in conjunction with the Acts 6f Coun- 
cil 1658 and 1678, now forms the estaUished Municipal 
Constitution of the City of Edinburgh. 

Whilst this afihir was in agitation^ great murmurs 
having been made, alleging that the town's property 
was dilapidated by improper grants of tacband feus, 
an Act of Council was passed Aug. 12. 1726, whereby 
all such proceedings are prohibited ; and it is provid- 
ed, that no tacks of houses, shops, or cellars, shall in 
future be granted at a less rent than two-thirds of 
their actual value, nor feu disposed of> at less than its 
real value, to be ascertained by the oaths of respectable 
witnesses. Other regulations are also therein direct- 
ed, for the due observance of which an oath is required 
to be annually taken by every member of the Council \ 

And Jan. 24. 1729, another Act of Council was 
passed, regulating the office of Treasurer, whereby he 
is restrained irom making any payment without a 
warrant signed by the Town Clerk, and required to 
certify thereon, that all bygone feu-duties, or composi- 
tions, are paid, previous to any charter or precept of 
clare constat being offered for signature. 

In 1736, the city was threatened with a deprivation 
of its charters. A tumult, as it has been called, but, to 
speak more properly, a conspiracy, occurred in Edin- 
burgh, equally remarkable for the art with which it 
was contrived, the dexterity with which it was execut- 
ed, and the heavy load of vengeance which it drew up- 
on the city. At the execution of Andrew "Wilson, a 

a This oath it not now taken, being rendered imneceBsary by 
the Act of Parliament, 1822. 



mui^er, in the OmKnurlcet, attended with no ttibet 
dJBtnrlumca than tbe beys pelting the execntienOT with 
Rtonea^ which was then common apon these oceaaieiM, 
John Porteona, c^tuK of the City, Goard, In the heat 
of paeuon, fired twice hinuelf, and ordered, hia men to 
do the tane, i^oa the auemhled pofHilaefir which or- 
der being obeyed) six perunu were killadi aad elereit 
■ererely wounded. Porteoos waa proBecttted at the 
city's expense convicted, and condenmed. But Qneen 
Cwoivaei then regent, indulged the criminal with a re- 
prieve) at whieh the popnlace were enraged to a de- 
gree of fiiry, and, fired with jealousy and resentment, 
they resolved that even royal mercy should not rescne 
the crinunal from their vengeance. Numbers assem- 
bled from different quarters, on the night previous to 
the day on which his execution would have taken 
place) had he not been granted a reprieve by the 
Qne^i. The dothea which appeared under their dif- 
femnt disgnises, as well as the conduct aad delibera- 
tion with which their plan was executed, bespoke many 
among them to be superior to the vulgar, and that the 
vitdence they committed did not proceed &om the 
rash and unpremeditated concwt of a rabble. They 
Hurprised and disarmed the Town Guard, blodced up 
the dty gates, to prevent the admission of troops, set 
fire to the prison doors, as they would not yield to the 
force of. their hammers, and dismissed the {wisfMiers, 
(Porteons excepted), whom they threatened with tiie 
trafpcal catastrophe which he dreaded. In vain did 
the Mi^trates endeavour to qReU or tqipease the fer- 
moit i they were pelted with stones, and threatened to 
be fired upon, Mr Lindsay, the member of Parity 
moot, applied for aid to General Moyle, the command- 

et of.. thfl. faeces^ b nt nwlftgring , nr Tint vcntiiripg to 
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tbe o^mspbaton miuH^ed witk lights toi^dies to the> 
Gnisamarket^ opened a |1k^ took op4 AiC5h) of r<^es,i 
for whicb they loft jbkei pHo9 ; and after allowjsg ]P{hv. 
teoog to give to. on acquaiatan^ejiiiti^sfc tb» HM>Aey:be 
had about him». to.be d^vered to bia.s^ativepjkpr^ 
ceeded.tp a dy er'» post, near whiob tbe imfortomtoi 
persons .were, killed, and hayjng reproediad biqi with, 
his barbarity, baoged him thereoi^ ; they Aepi di^Nsrs- 
ed quietly, without coipmitting any fiirtbeir ,OYrtl9l(e w 
disturbance whatever. Infoijigatiion^ of tbii j^poseedingL 
was reoe^ved at Court with the utmpst indig|iation» . it 
being deemed a pl^meditat^ ingiill; ta the Goireipr 
ment. Seyera) ei^preM^es wer«| di$p»t<jied, to . bis Mia- 
jesty, then at Hanover^ A pardoUtwaa^yKwed the of* 
fenders if they would discQYer their aooeipplifesi with 
a reward ofX.2Q0 for each persoii so>appreh^nded and- 
oonvicted; but so fiuthful were ;thei parties concoriie4> 
to each others that .notwithstanding thjs :high reward, 
and tbe greats number tbqet must faaye^been engaged, 
not one of their names bos transpired to the present 
day. It was resolvedii. howeyer,. to make the city feel . 
the weight of m]nistor;ial,yepgei|n€e ; the tO:WP fras even 
threatened to be deprived of its ch«^c|;e|^ . April 1. 
1737, the Lord Provost was taken into custody, and 
after nearly three weeks confinement^ admitted to bail, 
vrhsa his Lordship, tcigether with the. four Bailies, were 
commanded to attend the House of Lords* Three of 
the liorda of Justiciary were likewise desisad to i^ 
pear, who, after a long debate respecting privil^ce, 
were (ordered to attend a( the bar in th^ir robds, whmi 
an inqnii^ iras made respecting the legality and jus- 
tice of the senteiMW by which Portepus was>eondemP- 
ed. A motiw ^ai| mitd? for h^vi]^ it dec^^ur^ enro* 
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neons, and several of the members scrupled not to cen<< 
sure both the y-erdict of the jury and sentence of the 
Court; both, however, were fiilly justified, and the 
motioii dropped* But a bill was brought in for disa- 
bling Alexander Wilson, Esq. Lord Provost of Edin- 
burgh, from enjoying any office, or place of piagistracy, 
in that city, or in any part of Great Britain, and eon- 
fining him to close custody for a full year ; for abolish- 
ing the City Guard, and for taking down the gates of 
the Netherbow Port; which passed the House of 
IwKMrds, notwithstanding a vigorous opposition from the 
Duke of Argyle, and many other noblemen, and was 
sent down to the House of Commons, where, however, 
it met with the keenest opposition in every stage, all 
liie Scots members (one only excepted) exerting them- 
selves to the utmost in defence of their capital. In its 
progress, it was alt^ed in some of its essential cir- 
cumstances. The clauses for imprisoning the Lord 
Provost, for abolishing the City Guard, and for tak- 
ing down the Netherbow Port, were omitted; btit 
in place of these, a fine of L. 2000, to be applied to 
the use of Porteous's widow, was imposed upon the 
city ; and so altered, it was at last carried in the Com- 
mittee, by the smallest majority possible, the numbers 
on the question, that the bill be reported as amended, 
being equal ; but although it is customary for the chair, 
man, when called upon, to give his vote on the side of 
mercy, he, on this occasion, gave the casting vote in fa- 
vour of the bill. The Solicitor-^General for Scotland, and 
Mr Eb-skine of Grange, were engaged in an appeal be- 
fore the House of Lords, and refused leave of absence ; 
had they .been present, the bill would have been lost. 
Lord Provost Wilson being thus deposed, Archibald 
Macauley, Esq. was elected in his place, 19th July 1737. 
and an Act of Council was passed, relative to this oc- 



^ 



HimiCIFAL COKSTITUTIOH OF EBIXBOTRGH. xll 

currence, appointing plaees of rendezvous for the dif- 
ferent corporate bodies, and other societies, in cases of 
great emergency, where there was no time for previons 
concert, which is required to he read by the clerks of 
the Council, the fourteen Incorporations, the Merchant 
Company, and the Society of Barbers, and the Com- 
mandant, Preses, or Moderator of the Societies of Cap-* 
tains. Lieutenants, and ESnsigns, Fire-masters, and Con- 
stables, befor'e their respective bodies, at stated periods 
annually, under a penalty of Fifty Pounds Scots. The 
Clerk of the fourteen Incorporations, and the Sodety 
of Barbers, are also to make oat lists of their Box- 
masters and Quarter-masters, and the Qerk of the 
Merchant Company, a list of their Master and As- 
sistants, with their several places of abode, ' and gfive 
them in to the Clerks of the Council, within ten dB3r9 
after their election, annually. And the Clerks of the 
Council are required to add to these, lists of the Preses, 
Box-masters, and Quarter-masters of the Societies of 
Captains, &c. &c. and cause three copies to be exhibit- 
ed in certain places, under a like penalty •• 

Elrrors having inadvertently crept into various writ- 
ings granted by and to the Treasurer, for behoof of 
the City, an Act of Council was passed, Nov. 10. 1738, 
directing that in future no writings should be received 
or granted by him, without being previously revised, 
and marked by one of the City Clerks, who is to be 
answerable for any mistake that may occur therein. 
This Act is also required to be read annually. 

The rebel army being in possession of the City at 
Michaelmas 1745, no election of either Magistrates or 
Council occurred ; the whole were in consequence ex- 
auctorated by the lapse of the time for which they had 

■ This Act it now in disuse. 
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vacant churches by the mode of patronage, and not by 
popular call, procured an Act of Council for applying 
to the convention of Royal Burghs for their authority, 
to abolish the sending up leets to the Council, and to 
give the Trades an uncontrouled power of choosing 
tiieir deacons. Certain of the Merchant members ap- 
plied to the Court of Session, by bill of suspension, to 
stop the intended application to the convention 6f 
Royal Burghs, for these reasons, *^ That the resolu- 
" tion complained upon was not an Act of Council ; 
** for that the government of the City is vested in the 
ordinary Council of Twenty-five, of whom thirteen 
was dedared^to be a quorum, and that there were 
not thirteen members of the ordinary Council pre- 
^ sent, when the pretended Act was passed. That 
*^ the PolHical Constitution of the City "was already 
^ established by decreet-arbitral, and ratified. That 
** the deacons could only be looked upon as parties ; 
<< and that the extraordinary deacons had no right to 
'< vote. And lastly, that it was not in the power of 
<^ the Town Council to make any regulation for alter- 
<< ing tiie constitution of the City ; noi* indeed in the 
** power t)f any but the Legislature." Upon this ap- 
plication, the Court granted a temporary interdict of 
the resolution complained of. But the merits of the 
cause were not then determined, the Trades declining 
to follow their proceeding any farther. 

In 1766, the City having greatly increased in extent, 
wealth, and population, and its additional revenue and 
expenditure rendering the office of Treasurer too diffi- 
cult and laborious ; a motion was made by Mr Hogg, 
then holding that ofiice, that a chamberlain, or factor, 
should be employed to assist him in the arrangement 
of his accounts. The Council referred the matter to a 
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Committee, who reported, ^< That they were unani^ 
^^ monsly of opinion, that it would be attended with 
" the happiest consequences to have the City's reve* 
*' nue managed by a man of integrity and application, 
*^ in the character of a chamberlain." The Report, 
after pointing out a variety of regulations for the due 
execution of the office, recommended, << That the cham- 
berlain should be elected to continue during the 
Council's pleasure." The Council, with the Deacons 
of Crafts, Ordinary and Ebctraordinary, approved of the 
said Report and instructions, and thereupon unani- 
mously elected and made choice of Hugh Buchan, wri- 
ter in Edinburgh, to be chamberlain to the Good 
Town, in terms of, and agreeably to, the said Report 
and instructions. In whose person, therefore, this of- 
fice, which had been abolished or discontinued since 
1709, was again revived. 

The salary granted to the Lord Provost, being now 
deemed inadequate, from the g^at rise which had 
taken place in every article of expenditure, an Act of 
Council was passed on the 9th of January 1771, by 
which it was altered from £.300 to £.500 per annum. 
In 1774, the Magistrates and Council being accused 
of undue practices in the election of a member to serve 
in Parliament, ca«sed a considerable commotion in the 
City. Having dined together as usual after the Michael- 
mas election, to conclude the evening, they proceeded 
to the Provost's house in Leith, where accounts of the 
dissolution of Parliament having been received a day 
or two previous, and measures concerted for nominat- 
ing a representative at the consequent election, a letter 
ready written was produced after supper, expressive 
of their approbation of the conduct of Sir Lawrence 
l>unda8, and their determination to support him by 
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the conyention of Royal Burghs *. To stop this ap- 
plication, the Lord Provost, John Dalrymple, Esq. and 
a majority of the ordinary Council, procured a bill of 
suspension, praying for an interdict. The reasons of sus- 
pension chiefly insisted on were, *^ That, the vote 
'^ complained upon, of application to the Royal Burghs^ 
<< was not an Act of Council, for it was carried by the 
" help of the extraordinary deacons, or deacons not of 
** the Council, and that this was none of the cases spe- 
** cified in which t)iese deacons were declared to have 
<< a right to vote. That it was incompetent for the 
<< Town Council to take any steps for altering the 
<< constitution of the burgh ; and that if such step were 
*< at all to be taken, it ought to be, not by the Town 
<< Council, who were the representatives, but by their 
<< constituents, the different bodies represented, and 
« that the convention of Royal Burghs had no power 
** to alter the political constitution of a Burgh esta^ 
'< blished as that of Edinburgh ^." In 1^78, this cause 
was ably and keenly argued, and, after repeated deli- 
berations, a perpetual interdict in the terms prayed for, 
was pronounced by an unanimous judgment of the 
Courts. 

The tumults in the city were so alarming on this 
occasion, that the Council, in order to prevent any seri- 
ous mischief, passed an Act, reviving that made on 
occasion of the Porteous mob, but appointing other 
places of rendezvous. 

A series of letters under the signature of Zeno, 
caUiog the attention of the citizens of Edinburgh to 
— ^"^■■— ^■■•"■^"^■^^"'•'^■"^■^^"^""""■"'""'^""^^■"■"""^■"■"^^■"^^^"^■^^""^■^"^^^^■"^^""^^■^^"■^ 

u Ckmncil Reg. Feb. 19. Mar. 19. 1777* 

^ Printed Papers, Dalrymple against Stoddait, Sept. 27* Nov. 27* 

1777f Feb. 12. and Mar. 3. 1778. in Adv. Lib. 

^ Decreet of Sesdoni Aug. 7* 1778* 
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tthe subject of reform appeared in tlie public papers in 
1782-3, and a similar series under the signature of 
Givisy &c. at Aberdeen, appearing about the same time, 
gave rise to a general correspondence amongst the 
burghs to effect the object in riew ; and a convention 
of delegates from thirty-three of the royal burghs met 
at £<dinburgh, in March 1784, having been invited 
thither by letters from a committee of burgesses: 
other burghs afterwards acceding to this convention, 
made the total number which sent delegates 54. The 
individuals deputed were not always burgesses of the 
several towns, but occasionally gentlemen residing in 
their neighbourhood, or practitioners in the law, who 
were selected for their abilities, or from the nature of 
their avocations leading them to the spot. Their first 
step was to appoint a committee, with powers to draw 
up a declaration of their grievances, and of their con- 
stitutional right to seek redress by an application to 
Parlament, whose report was received and acceded to^ 
A committee of the burgesses of Edinburgh next pre- 
sented draughts of two bills, which were sdso remitted 
to a committee ; but these being reported too general 
in their nature, and the object in view requiring time 
and deliberation, a standing committee was appointed 
to draw up others more suitable, and the convention 
adjourned to meet again in June following ; but the 
committee not being then prepared, the meeting was 
adjourned to a later period, namely April 20. 1785, 
and was then constituted of delegates from forty-six 
burghs. In the interim, the committee received re- 
ports of grievances from eacb individual burgh. Two 
bills drawn up by ^fr Cullen and Mr Fletcher, the 
one for a reform in the manner of electing representa- 
tiyesin Parliament, and the other for improving the inter- 
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aal goremment of burglii, whieh had been jn^viouslf 
ducmsed in liie oommitteey and submitted to die in- 
spejction of their constituents, were now taken into con- 
sidetetion. The first of these was, however, laid aside, 
the subject having been taken np in a more general 
manner in ESngland, and the attention of the delegates 
solely confined to the latter, who, having proposed va- 
rions alterations, which they left for the standing com- 
mittee to revise and engross therein, again adjourned 
to Oct. 19. 1785, when the bill, thus amended, was 
finally approved of, and the committee empowered to 
adopt measures for introducing it into Parliament, and 
some other resolutions of a more general nature were 
adopted. Aug. 16. 1786, the convention again assem- 
bled, when they directed their committee to proceed 
with the bill as soon as they had received petitions 
signed by a sufficient number of burgesses from a maje- 
rity of the royal burghs. The business being thus 
left in the hands of the committee, they, Jan. 17. 1787, 
appointed a sub-committee to examine and decide upon 
the best method of arranging and publishing as evidence, 
the sets of the Royal Burghs, with the various other 
historical documents which had been transmitted for 
this purpose, and determined upon applying to Greorge 
Dempster, Esq. M. P. for the bui^hs'of Dundee, Perth, 
fic. as the most proper person to forward their object 
in Parliament, who, having been applied to, declined, al- 
leging as a reason, that it would ill become him to at- 
t^npt the subversion of Magistrates and Town Conn- 
cUs, from whom he derived his seat ; and also, upon a 
second application, declined pointing out any other 
gentleman in the ministerial interest, equaUy eligible. 
They next, Feb. 3. 1787, came to the resolution of 
writing directly to the minister, and, Feb. 14>. a letter 
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'Wiui drawn up accordingly, to be forwarded to Mr 
Pitt; letters were also forwarded through John Wil« 
son, Esq. solicitor for reform in London, to Mr Wil- 
herforce, Mr M^Dowall, and Mr Home of Wedder- 
bom; and Mr Wilson snbsequ^itly spoke to Mr 
Beanfory ; all of whom, as appears, ultimately declined 
taking any interest in the business. Personal application 
having also been previously made to the Right Ho- 
nourable Henry Dundas, he, with his usual candour, 
not only declined to support, but announced his detor« 
mination to oppose, the object in view. To the letter 
written to Mr Pitt, no answer was ever returned. 
At this meeting, the sub^mmittee previously^- 
pointed for that purpose^ reported, that the most effi- 
dent plan, with regard to the sets »d historiaa docu- 
ments, would be, to print them entire in their orig^al 
form, as being the most authentic. Not having given up 
all hopes of success in their applications to the minis- 
terial side of the house, the committee, Mar. 20. again 
wrote l;o Mr Wilson, desiring him to solicit other 
Scottish Members ; but upon receiving answer, that all 
Ids attempts were fruitless, they, Mar. 23. after reading 
and deliberately considering 1^ Wilson's letters, relin- 
quished all hope from that quarter, and determined 
upon applying to the opposition members. With this 
view, they requested the Dean of Faculty to write to 
Sir Thomas Dundas, and directed Mr Wilson to dis- 
continue his efforts on the ministerial bench. In the 
interim of these proceedings, the Magistrates and 
Town Councils were not idle, the subject having been 
frequently broached in the regular convention of Royal, 
Buiighsy and. Mar. S. 1787, Lord Provost Grieve, as 
Pres^ of that body, issued a letter to all the individual 
Town Councils, claiming for it, the ultimate superinten- 
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deuce of their public accounts, which was now proposed 
to be placed in the Exchequer ; and directing them to 
solicit their respective representatives in Parliament 
to oppose the introduction of the bill. Mar. 29. the 
committee drew up resolutions in opposition thereto, 
circulated an appendix containing illustrations of the 
proposed new bill, drawn up by Mr Fletcher, and ap- 
pointed delegates to manage their business in London, 
who, upon their arrival there, implied to Mr Fox. This 
gentleman being diffident, from his alleged ignorance 
of the constitutional law of Scotland, recommended 
them to Mr Sheridan, who, upon his being made ac- 
quainted with the case, embraced the cause with ardour. 
The other gentlemen applied to were. Sir T. Dun das, 
Mr Courtenay, Lord Maitland, Mr Grey, Mr Lamb- 
ton, &c. &c. and on the 28th of May, Mr Sheridan 
opened the business with the petition from Glasgow, 
the reception of which was opposed by the Right 
Honourable Henry Dundas, on the ground '< that it 
*^ was of a private nature, and as such could not be re- 
^ ceived, the day appointed by the regulations of 
^< the House for receiving petitions of that nature 
<< having elapsed." This objection was answered by 
Mr Fqx, but the Speaker interfering in support of the 
rules of the house, the motion was withdrawn, when 
the delegates, after establishing a committee in London, 
returned to Fdinburgh. Aug* 15. 1787, the conven- 
tion of delegates was again assembled, at which resoln^ 
tions were voted, expressing their determination tor 
persevere, confidence in their standing committee, 
^ and approbation of the conduct of their London dele- 
gates, &c. &C. In March 1788, the committee aigain 
.dispatched the former delegates in conjunction with 
.others> '' with power to assume any other gentlemen 
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** from Scotland, who might be in London at tl^e time, 
*^ and whom the delegates might think proper to be 
** conjoined with them." 

Various delays having prevented Mr Sheridan from 
attending to the business nntil June 17. 1788, he then 
moved for leave to bring in the bill, and was seconded 
by Sir T. Dandas* Leave was given, and the bill, pre- 
-viously prepared, read a first time, and ordered to be 
•printed. In the course of the debate, it was alleged 
that the enactments of it, woald involve a violation of 
chartered rights ; to meet which, Mr Sheridan moved 
Ibr copies of all the charters ; which was agreed to, 
witK the addition of the sets also. 

The plan of opposition intended by the regular con- 
vention of Royal Burghs having transpired, -on the re- 
turn of the delegates from London, letters were writ- 
ten by the committee to their constituents, suggesting 
means by which they were to be combated ; and, Aug. 
20. the convention of drieg^tes again assembled in 
Edinbuiyh,' where resolutions were voted, in answer 
to a statement of facts, which had been puUished at 
London, in behalf of the Town Councils. 

On the 9th of S^tember, Lord Provost Grieve, as 
Preses of the convention of Royal Burghs, issued a 
letter to the different Tovm Councils, requiring them 
to make a scrutiny into the names of persons a£Eixed 
to the v»iot» petition., whick gave V»t offence 
to the convention of delegates, this scrutiny having 
been proposed to be taken, in presence of persons ai^ 
thorised by them ; but that method was generally dis- 
countenanced by the Magistracy ; and about this time 
an immense number of actual or supposed grievances 
were transmitted to the committee, which were after- 
wards compressed and embodied into a volume, from 
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wkich tbe committee^ deeming tiro whole too bnlkf for 
the perusal of members of Parliament, made a ejec- 
tion for their use, of what appeared most striking* 
Thesoy with seme eopiea of the entire report for the 
use of the delegates there, were transmitted to London 
early in 1789. Thus furnished, Mr Sheridan moved 
and carried the second reading of the bill on the 6th 
of July ; but its oommitnient wasepposed by Mr Dim- 
das and others, who now oontmided that ** Mr Sheri* 
*^ dan should have mored for a pr^iens committee of 
'< inquiry, and preyed the grioTaiioes and necessity for 
<< reform, before he brought in his bilL" llius thwart- 
ed, Mr Sheridan, with the approfaatioii of the London 
•cfMnmtttee, consented to begin anew, by going into a 
pxjefvious committee of inquiry, aad n^rting ftets and 
evidence to tlie houses but the Session being near ila 
dose, nothing ftrther was done, with the CEBceptaon of 
orders being issued for certaia returns firom the differ- 
ent Town Cooncibi' records* 

Another meeting of the conventton of delegates 
was held in Edinbur^, Aug. 19. 1789, to which 
fifty-two of the sixty-six Beyal Burghs sent r^resen- 
tatiTos, when various addresses and resolutions were 
voted* 

The delay which had oocuired in making up the re- 
turns prevented the business from being taken up in Lon- 
don. April 28. 179Q» Mr Sheridan complained to the 
House^of the very imperfect manner in which the re- 
turns w«re made, and the lateness <tf the period at 
which they had arrived; but the Parlkunent being on 
the eve of a dissolution, it was deemed adviseable to 
postpone farther proceedinga at that time, and move 
for a committee of inquiry in the first Session of the 
new one. 



c 



HVKICIPAL COKSTlTUXZOai 0F BmmUJBGH. 1t 

The conyention of delegates met, as usual, at Bdfai* 
Inirg^) Aug. 4. l?^, and roted nssohitioiis for per- 
severance, &e. See. 

May 27. 1791, Mr Sheridan, after an elaborate ex* 
plaaation of the circnmstanoes, mored, ^ That the se* 
*< yeral pdiitions, accounts, and papers, presented in 
*^ the last Session of Pwliament, reiative to the inter- 
^ nal goyemraent of the Royal Burghs in Scotland» 
** be referred to the consideratimt ef a eenmittee ;" 
which was seoonded by Mr Fox, and <qppoiied by 
Mr Anstrudier and Mr Dtmdas, the but of whom 
eomphuBed, that the mot«m had been delayed until 
^ere was no person left in Londtm to sttmid to the 
business on the part of tiie Magistrates, to.; te tlrhkii 
Mr Vox rej^ied; but the objection being adasitte d, 
Mr SSieridan consented to postpone the burivessimtil 
next Sestton. hfr Fex then moTod, ** Thai this 
** House will, early in the next Sesston ai Iteliament, 
^ take into consideration the matter of the peti* 
*^ tienB," &c* which was seconded by the Hon. Tho- 
mas Ekskine, and unanimously agreed to. 

Aij^. 10. 1791, tiie convention of delegates again 
assemhled a* Edinburgh. The thanks of the meeting 
were voted to Mr Fox and Mr Sheridan, but gveat 
disgust was expressed at the reoeptieu their cause had 
met with in Parliament. 

April 5. 1792, in oonsequence of instructions ftwu 
both the committees, Mr Sheridan, in conlbnnitywith 
the resolution in May 1791, moved, ** That on Tues- 
** day the 17tk inst. this House will resolve itself into 
^ a committee of the whole house, to take into consi- 
** deration the qiatter of the petitions," Stc which mo- 
tion was seconded, and debates ensued thereon, the for- 
mality of it being objected to by Mr Dundas, Mr Aiw 
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stmther, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer; the ob^ 
jections were answered hy Mr Sheridan, to which Mr 
Dundas replied ; and after a few words from the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer^ the motion was put and nega- 
tired. Mr l^eridan then moved, ** that on Wednes- 
<< day the 18th of April, this Honse do take into consi- 
<< deration the matter of the petitions/' &c which was 
agreed to. On the 18th of April, however, when Mr 
Sheridan made his motion^ << that it was incumbent upon 
** the House to proceed in the examination of papers, &c« 
*^ ^fiiiich had lain se long upon the table in obedience 
** to its orders, to ascertain whether the grievances were 
*^ true, and what remedy the House ought to apply/' it 
was again opposed, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
threatening to move the previous question, Mr Sheri- 
dan wi^idrew it, and moved, << That the several pe- 
<< titions, &e. be referred to a committee, in terms of 
'^ die resolution of last Session/' The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer then said^ ** that this was the same mo- 
" tion on which the House had before been debating 
<' irregularly, and the same in substance with that 
<< whick was negiatived, observing that the materials for 
<< judging were on the table, and if gentlemen thou^t 
^ they contained no grounds for the remedy intimate 
« ^, they would do right in voting against going into. 
«. the committee." To which Mr Fox made an indig- 
naat reply, and concluded by asserting, << that all pe- 
<< titioners who came to that House, with a proof of a 
^^ grievance, had a right to redress, much more had 
^< they a right to a candid hearing. . To refuse the 
** former was fm injury, but to deny the latter an- 
<> insult." The Chancellor of the Exchequer having- 
repliedi the house divided, and the motion was negar 
tived by 69 to 27. . Mr Sheridan then said, << diat the 
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*^ business dioold not so be dismissed ; the petitioners 
^< were determiiied to persevere, and while that was > 
^' the ease, he would peirsist in bringing it forward, from 
<f day to day, and from Session to Session. Tiiey had 
<1 not hitherto dewed leaive U> substantiate thmr case 
<< by Counsel at the bar ; this, perhaps, they might now 
<< feel to bQ a proper step.? And on the 30th of A^il, 
he presented a petition, signed by several bniigesses 
then in London, for themselves and in behalf of others, 
praying to be heard by Counsel, which was also object- 
ed to in point of form, and after a slight debate, n^;a- 
tived witbeut a division ; . and thus the business termi- 
nated for the Session* 

. Notwithstanding these repeated repulses, the bur- 
gesses, conceiving that they had been hitherto baffled 
by mere forms, and that the merits of the cause had 
never been go^e into» still confident of ultimate suc- 
cess, determined to persevere, and the oosvention of 
delegates assembled July 25. as usual ; in which a bill 
for regulating the mode of accounting for the common, 
good and revenues of the Royal Buighs, which had 
been brought into Parliament this Session by the Lord 
Advocate, was higlily reprobated as being deceptive 
and illusory ; other resolutions were also voted, chiefly 
of gratitude to those who had given their su{^rt. 
This was the last convention of delegates that it was 
deemed necessary to assemble. 

IVIar. 25. 1793, the business was again brought be« 
£cire the House, by a motion from Mr Sheridan, pur- 
suant to a previous notice, ** That the several peU- 
<< tiona presented to this House in this Session of Par- 
<< liament, from the Royal Burghs of Scotland, toge- 
^ ther with the several accounts and papers relatiii^ 
^ to the internal government of the Royal Burghs* 

c2 
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" whieh were preseoted to this Heuie in the laet Fir* 
<< liftmenty thould be x^fened te the oonndentieii of 
*^ a committee, to eiottnine die matter thereof, a&d to 
<< ireport the »iane as it ehell appear to them, to Ae 
** Hottse." Whieh bemg canied, a committee iraa ap- 
pointed by choosing twenty-^ight uemben from each 
side of the house alternately, the question being pat 
iq>OB each name. 

On the 17th June 1798, Mt Sheridan presented the 
report, whidi was ordered to be printed. 

In'Als sti^e of the bu sine ss, the state of i^gifti^ion 
inlo which ^ pnblic mind had been Arown by the 
recent atrocities of the French Revcdntion, operated aa 
a eoa^lete barrier agamst any eenoeesions being grants 
ed, and thia opinion being genetaUy acqn ie ac ed in, no- 
llang ftrAer was attempted at the tfane. 

In 1796, Mr Bnchan resigned his office of Chamber-i' 
kin, npon a pennon, in consequence of old age. At 
die appointment of his successor, Mr Thomas Hay, 
the sdary was increased, upon the express stipulation, 
that he shoiAd neither carry on, nor follow any bnsi- 
ne^a whate^i^, but the term for whi^ he was to hold 
the office, whidi in his predecessor's case was during 
the pleasitfe of tlie Council, seems to have been eith^ 
laadrertently or intentienaUy omitted, and indeed 
die formw stipidation appears to have been inserted, 
rather with a view to defeat two other candidates, thaa 
to effect any ostensible improremcmt. Hiis conjecture is 
somewhat strengthened from Ais being the prelude to 
a rery stormy period in the CounciL In 1795, Thomas 
Smith, Bsq. first came into the Council, as third Mer- 
chant Councillor, and in 1796, was chosen Old Treasurer, 
and became a member of the Prorost's committee, in 
whidi sitaation he appears to have laid plans for entirely 
new-modelling the city accounts, which, according to his 



MMniMity went to k«pt» lliat uol one penMm in tlie 
yirM» OowMdl oonjd Ihan underatand Amsu His orer 
tiAflionRiefiw in lUs matter, lypureatly alarmed tke 
<Aamberlai]i, ftr at the Afidiaelnaa Election f oUo wiiig^ 
» ^Uwe of being »ppoiiited to tbe ofllce of Treasurer, 
vrhieh he luid antifs^Mted witk tke view of earrying bis 
derign into offMt, l^e was coaupdled to accept tiiat of 
third Bailiey as « eompromise, a friend of Mr Hay'e 
heiBg appoialed to the Treasn^rship, and in the snb« 
eeqaent year he becane Old Bailie of coarse. During 
the whde of the timoi he iq^eavs to hare be«i aetive in 
makinge party, widi the intention of instituting whathe 
eeoddeted « tiiovongh reform in the City affiurs, but 
with Tory little success : the only objects he carried^ 
being an Act of Ceuiicll, in Feb« 1799, which, ^oceeding 
«ipon the repeat of « coinmittee» to whom the afiaur of 
CSty Cawmberhun was referred, dedases, ** That the 
** f^ am Wrla i" of the City shall be wmnally elected, and 
** that the oAce shall be declared yacant on the first 
Wednesday of Octoberi to be at the same, or next 
eqbsefuent sederunt, filled up by the Council for tlie 
time, and that the first electim under die regnla- 
** tion, shall take place on the first or second Wednes- 
** day of Octobernext>and so forth annually thereafter," 
^Fbe report also rsprobated any undue influence being 
used by the serrahts of the City, in the election ci 
members for the Town-Conndl ; and lili» wise contained 
general instmotions for the office of Chamberlain ; the 
intentioiB of all which seems to haye i>een, to place that 
ottee more immediately under tlie controul of the 
ConnsU* But thb Act of Council, and these instruc- 
tions, it would since i^pear, were neyer enforced^ tiiey 
being either yirtually rescinded, or remaining upon tbe 
reocHrd as a dead letter ; and Mr Hay was considersd 



ii 



U .: AH HlfiTOHlCAI* iXI^CB OIT T9X' 

t9 hold the offioe upon the Muoe Ukvm with hb pred^^ 
-cemor, no subsequent election duriog thepeiiad o£ hi» 
holding it haying oecnrred. Preyieurto- the MichlMd* 
nias Election 1799, Old Beilie Smith having been sm* 
p^cted of a plot to subyert Mr Secretary Braidae th# 
then City members interest in the Council) by ob-* 
taining the Proyost's chair for his paptner, Mr Stein^ 
and thereby securing nich interest in the Council as to 
carry his own election as the City's Representatiye in Par* 
liament, and disappointed in his other, schemes for re^^ 
form, brought forward a statement he had obtained 
from the Town's Books^ by which he made it appear, 
that the City Treasury was in a state of abeolnte 
bankruptcy* . This, as a matter of course caused aa 
intense commotion ; and a paper war was immediate 
commenced ; in the course of which this statement wa» 
opposed by another, which, although not official, wa» 
apparently sanctioned by the Magistrates ; wherein 
the. Town's affiurs were represented, on the contrary, 
in the , most flourishing condition* These two state- 
ments, differing so .widely in almost eyery item, seem 
to.haye left an.impression, tiiat the Town's a&urs'were 
intentionally :managed, and books kept in such a way, 
as not to be generally understood. 

Feb. 29, 1804, Mr Hay haying leaigned iht office of. 
Chambeda^, : the whole managemenit^.of the City re« 
yenue was coinmitted to John Jackson, £sq> the Trea- 
surer ; who, as iqtpears by. the records, carried on the 
business until April, 20. when he was unanimously 
elected City Chamberlain, during the pleasure of the 
Council, with a salary of £600, to commence from the 
1st of March. . . 

' Great complaints haying been made respecting the 
defectiye state of the. police, in. April 1805, an . Act 
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<if Piffliamdilt wai pirocured to etititely newf model this 
department of civic policy ; wliereby the Magistratei 
were refiered from the burthen of its immediate ma- 
nagement, which was placed under a general comnub-"^. 
eion, in which the City with all its depend^cies, in- 
dnding the extended royahy, was comprised; when 
that ancient body, the Town-Guard, was reduced, and 
subsequently abolished. The Commissioners appointed 
wnre, the ser^ Magistrates, and Deacon Conrener, the 
liords Justice Clerk, Chief Baron and Advocate, the 
Dean of Faculty, the Solicitor Gimeral, the Keeper of 
the Signet or his deputy, the iSenior Cldrk of Session, 
the Members for the City and County, the Sheriff-De- 
pute, the Principal of the Unirersity, the President of 
the College of Physicians, the Master of the Merdbant 
Company, the Preses of the Society of- Solicitors, two 
Justices of the Peace from the West Church Parish, the 
resident Magistrates of Canongate, Potter-row, and 
Portsbm^h, and (the whole town being divided into 
six wards,) seven Resident Commissioners from each, 
twelve of the latter to g^ out by rotation, and a new 
election to be made from each ward annually. The 
.General and Resident Commissioners to have power 
to make assessments, chuse a Superintendant' of Po- 
lice, fix the number of officers, watchmen, &c.; to 
give orders for carrying the purposes of the Act into 
execution, &c. &c. The Resident Commissioners to 
have the chaise of their respective wards, and see the 
orders of the General Commissioners put into execution, 
&C. &C. A Court was erected for the trial of petty 
offences, and a Judge appointed to preside therein, 
who took his seat for the first time on the 15th July. 
• On the 12th of June this year, the Lord Provost's 
salary having been deemed inadequate to support the 
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dignMj<tf theohdry WM, liymi Ad <if Cloii]iml» ad* 
TUMed from £ 500 to 2800. 

The Right Hon* Lord Vroro&i Coidlor, hmsg died 
14di April 1810, while invefted with Ae digaitj «f 
that offloe, wm interred on the 17thy with great penp 
and aolevudtyi his nrauuns haviiig reeeired stmihr fa* 
neral hoBOivs te thoae preTiondy conferred upon Lord 
ProTOiti Brown and Kineaid. 

Mr JaolDMm having alao rengned ihe office of Cham* 

herlain, AprM 91. 1800, Thomaa Hendenmn, Esq. was 

elected, and took his oath, d$ JkMif npon the came 

tenns, with a salary of £600 par annnm, besidec al* 

lowaaces to his CSerks. Bnt, May 16. 1810, a motion 

was made in the Town-Conncil, without prerions in« 

timation to its membcni, and having lain upon the ta« 

Ue until the SOtb, was then renewed, and carried, by 

a minority of twenty-three to soTen, ndhereby Mt 

Henderson was appointed to the oAoe of Chamberlain, 

<< Ad ViiEm aui Cu^Mm/' against which motion a 

protest was taken by die minority, for these reasons, 

" That the motion was irregular, and the measure il« 

<< l^gal^ and contrary to tlie set of the Burgh, by which 

** the management of die revenue was vested in the 

<< Treasurer, who acted gratuitously, and was restrict* 

*^ ed irom remaining in office longer than one^ or at 

<< most, two years together: That, notwithstanding 

'< the necessity for tiiis new office, from change of cir- 

<< cumstances, there was no pretext for rendering it 

<< perpetual in the present Chamberlain, no difficulty 

<< having occurred in obtaining proper persons to exe- 

** cute it : That it would have the effiBct of rendering 

<< him independent of his constituents, and consequently 

<< careless of their interests : Tiiat a factor so cbnsti- 

« tuted, was an anomaly in aU practice, pubUe and 



MUKicttJo. maumsmrofH- mt xDmmtoH. IxUi 



CC 



4( 



priTiley n lie etuld not be jramoTtd et^eii in Miye of 
incapacity or infinnity: liiM there ncfer hftd been 
an instance of iJm remoyal of < any person wdl ae- 
*< * ^pninted wfth the Tanous oonoems of tiie Cityi 
<< < and of acknetirledg^d dbiiitieB and integrity,' and^ 
^* oonseqam^, no ineonTenienee of this kind had yet 
^< been ^qMirienced : Tliaty so oonstitntedy he mighl 
*^ nynil himself of ids inflnenoey and take an active 
*^ part in the politics of the City, become leader of a 
<^ party, pack the Oonndl, and so throw the ezamina- 
'^ tion and contronl over his official nec ou n t s into the 
** hands of his fri^ds i Tba^ froai analogy, all ether 
** offices under the appointment of Am Town, might be 
heldby the same tenure: and&ially, l^at the of* 
** fiee would become venal; and, if so constitnted, 
** might faring several thoosaad pouds into the coffins 
^ of tiie City." This protest was signed by J. Gloag, 
2d B. John IVimbDU, T. Alex. Manners, O. B. tL 
Scott Moncrie£P, O. T. William Tennant, D. Ck 
Andrew Inglis, M. D. P. B. C. &, and James Brown, 
D. of wrights* 

The majority, on the other hand, contended, that al» 
though this office was one of recent eteetion, rendered 
necessary from the great change winch had oecnnred 
in the value, extent, and variety of the City's proper* 
ty, and other revennes, arising indeed out of the de^ 
^Bctive office of Treasurer, but altogether independent 
therefrom, he being a servant of die City, not an abso- 
lute member of its Council ; that the very essMice of 
the office was consummate knowledge of the town's 
affairs from long experience, to attun which, long 
eotttinnance therdn was an absolute requisite, (the short 
time which the Treasurer officiated, preventing him 
from acquiring this necessary qualification ; and to en- 
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ftvre jiveliloBg^ cdnttniiaiice in office, dwy cofotended that 
ke ought to be placed out of. the reach of any priTate 
cabals ; and, forther, that by the security tdcen^ and 
the dause, ^* autouipam^* now inserted, they had gua* 
ranteed die community from any malyersationy or mal- 
administration in the office, although they had depriv- 
ed themselyes and their successors ai the power of dis- 
missing the person appointed, upon any slight pretence 
or priyate cabaL 

. An action was, howeyer, * subsequently brought in 
the Court of Session, when after full pleadings before 
the Lord Ordinary, (Woodhouselee), memorials were 
ordered; upon considering which, his Lordship decid- 
ed against the pursuers : but against this interlocutor, 
the pursuers reclaimed to the Inner House, when the 
cause came to be advised upon, by a petition firom the 
pursuers, (the minority), and answers for the Town 
.Council and Mr Henderson ; the Court, Jan* 24* 1812, 
by a majority of three to two, altered the interlocutor 
of the Lord Ordinary, and reduced and set aside the 
election of Mr Henderson, ad vitam atU culpam ; but 
found the pursuers not entitled to their expenses* 

At a subsequent meeting of the Town Council, a let- 
ter from Mr Henderson, acqaiescing therein, was produ- 
.ced, when, upon a motion made by Mr Tumbnil, and 
iieconded by Mr Tennant, both pursuers in the cause, 
Mr Henderson was re-elected Town Chamberlain, dur- 
ing the pleasure of the Council. 

> A second Act of Parliament for regulating the af- ' 
fairs of Police, having been obtained in 1811, whereby 
•the Judge in the Police Court was abolished* July 6* 
1812, Mr Tait resigned that office, and its duties again 
devolved upon the Magistrates. The Town Guard 
.was, at the^ ame time, finally disbanded. 
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The Lord Prorosf a salary having been stili deemed 
inadequate, it was, by an Act of Conncil, April 20. 
1817, again advanced from £800 to £ 1000. 

In 1817, the burgh of Montrose having obtained, by 
a warrant from the Privy Council, a new set, upon a 
somewhat more liberal system of representation,, at- 
tempts were made in Edinburgh to effect the same ob- 
ject. At a meeting of the Merchant Company, held 
Oct. 20th, this subject was brought under its consi- 
deration, and resolutions proposed preparatory to a 
general discussion that day month ; and a few days 
subsequent thereto, meetings were held by several of 
the odier incorporations, which passed resolutions, ex- 
pressive, of their determination to adopt every legal 
measure to promote their views. The subjects of com- 
plaint were, the general system of self-election, esta- 
Wahed by the Act of 1469, and^the controul exercised 
by the Magistrates over the Trades, in the election of 
th«r deaccms : the Surgeons in particular complained 
of being thus deprived of the power of calling any par- 
ticnlar individual of their number to preside over their 
meetings; as, however well qualified he might be 
£nim his learning and abilities, he had little chance of 
success, if he was not in every other respect agreeaUe 
to the Magistrates. This business was again discuss- 
ed in the Merchant Company, on the 17th Dec. when 
jresolutions expressive of their approbation of the ob- 
ject in view were carried by a great majority, the num- 
bers being 176 to 87. Several other public bodies hav- 
ing also passed resolutions, in favour of a change in 
the town polity, the committees app<Hnted by them not 
anticipating any favourable result from a conferenoe with 
the Magirtrates, determined to avail themselves of cer- 
tain apparent informalities which had oocnrred at the 
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Michaelmiw Ebetion tiitu year. A petition and eom« 
plaint was eccordingly preaented to the Court of Sea* 
aion, in the name of Deacon Alexander Lawrie» and 
Alexander Hendenon> late Deacon of the goldamiduy 
complaining, amongrt other matters, that several of Am 
jnemhers of Oonncil held places of proit in tiae gift of 4^ 
Magistrates^ which is contrary to the set ; that oAeai 
had no place of residence wUhiit the Royalty, (aUn^ 
iag more particnlariy to Robert Anderson, £sq. deet* 
ed fonrth faailie, whose restdencewas in BrongiiteA 
Place); thttt another (Mr Denholm) was chosen Coun- 
cil Deaoon» while officiating aa Trades Councillor ; that 
another indiTidaal was not a freeman of the hm^ a$ 
the time of his election, te. ftc In furtiherance of 
this soit^ 'niricns siima were voted by the di ler e nt 
hodieat ma order was obtained to search the Council 
Records, and varions pi^rs having been givenin and 
anawered, the canae came to be decaded before ilM 
Second Division, on tiie Sd of March following, wlMSi 
two of the Judges (Lorda Robertson md Bannatyne) 
were of opinion, that the ftet of non*4rasidenoe, &e. aa 
made out by the complaitterB, ought to have die effisot 
of setting aside tht eleetien; but the other two 
(Lords Glenlee and Cndgie) thought it necessary to 
institnte a fiuther inquiry as to the consuetude* The 
Court being thus divided, (the Lord Justice derlr 
not being aUe to attcind, through indisposition), det«r^ 
mined that Lord Reston, as Lord Ordinary^ should be 
called upon for his opinion, which coincidkig with Am 
two latter, the defenders were allowed to bring proof 
of theusage in the4>urgh. On the 6th of June following^ 
the Court sustained the complaint i^on the informality 
of Mr Denholm's decdon, he being one of the twenty* 
five necessary to form the complete Council at the 
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timd the DeaeoiM were pxetented^ big pkee m IVackt 
Comietllor notbaTuig been BappUed, snd alio one of 
the neidy elected deecona, tka» aotingm twooapaeitiee 
lyid Toting for himself; dedarod the deelioii nidi and 
▼oidy »id found tiie^^pwaaen enticed to dieir expenaea. 
Agiinat thia tnteiioenlory the msjoritj of the Town 
Conneil presented n redaJming petition, towUah 
Mr.Cnuntomi, OoonctTlcur theeoa^lnanera, prayed the 
Court to be albwnd to pot in uanrera by an eariy dny>' 
so that the oanse might be decided iaamediatfly ; bot 
1km Lord Joatice Cleric stated^ that ftom the immenae 
p re aan re of bosineaBy and weight of the roll, it was im* 
poasibie to ndriae the eaae that aenrion. In lUa alaae^ 
therelbrey the oanse mated nntil after Ike Miehaainiaa 
Ebwtlon IBIB, whereby its eomplezion was somewhat 
altered. In the interim, additional papers were pfe» 
aanted, end in Feb. 1819, dke ease was xemitted to the 
Jnry Court, to determine oertain Ada le^eeting non* 
Tosidenee, where the issnes, thirteen in number, came to 
be tried, on the 9th of November foUowmg; and the 
Jnry, after repeated M^onmment, g»Te in their Terdict 
i^pon Ae 15di, finding ^ the maaerial facts, except as to 
Mr I>etthotDm agnmst the Magistrates, the <&ief of wUeh 
nppears to hnTe been that of Baflie Andeiaon, in whose 
xmo the Counsel for the defenders rested his eligiUlity 
upon bis being n director of the Commcreial Bank^ 
wfaeieas^ had they made him a partner in that concern 
which he really was, and as such paid stent in cinndb, 
they would have placed him in the same situation widi 
the partners in other great firms, wiiose digiUUty had 
n^Ter hitherto been doubted. A bill of exertion waa 
jrfterwards presented, which was argaed on the 11th 
Dec but unanimously refiosed by the Court, who found 
Mr Lawrie entitled to the expense of the discussion ; 
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and a petittoa was subseqiiently presented to the Cotut 
for setting aside the ^erdict^ and granting a new trials 
whiehy .after hearing GonndU thereon, June 17. 1820, 
wtm also nnaoimonslj refused* 

Pending these proceedings, namely, Deo. 16, 1817, 
a general meeting of the burgesses and guild«brethr^ 
styling themselTes the Incorporation of the Giuidry, 
was held in Free-Masons' Hall, for the purpose of 
making an inquiry into their supposed rights as a cor- 
porate body; at. which a Committee was appointed, 
with power to inveslagate. the business, by correspond- 
ing with the Magistrates, or otherwise, and r^iort 
thereon* At a subsequent meeting, held Mar* 9. 1818, 
the Committee reported, amongst other matters^ that 
all attempts at n^^iation with the Mag^trates had 
^Mled, and advised, that two s^NMrate actions should.be 
•brought in the Court of Session, the one. ** an action 
>^ of dedarator as to the exehishie el^bility of gnild 
>^ brethren for the office, of Merehant Councillors, and 
^< in this acltioii the pursuers should be. the Dean of 
<< Guild Incorporation^ &c. and more particularly the 
*^.. individuals (by name) who may concur in the mea- 
<< sure. The other to be. an aGti<m of declarator, and 
«< of count and reckoning, rdative to the fooids, and 
-^^ the right of administering and controuling the admi-^ 
.<^ nktratlon of them ; the pursuers to be as before, and 
^ the dreaders to be, in both cases, the Magistrates 
}* and Town Council, and naore particularly in the se- 
*^ cond action, the Dean of Guild for the lame being.*' 
The Report was approved of. The Committee conti- 
nued, with additions, and oth^ resolutions passed 
May 17. Another meeting was held, April 27. at which 
it was agreed to present a petition to Parliament, a- 
. gainst a bill then in progress, respecting the method of 
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auditing the accounts of bnrghs. In Nov. following) some 
fieurther attempts at settling tbeaflBairbya conference with 
the Magistrates, having been attempted without success, 
an action of declarator was ultimately brought before the 
Court of Session, <^ for having it found and declared, 
** that the Gnildry are an incorporation ; that they have 
<^ a right^to call upon the Dean to convene their body ; 

and for having it ascertuned, whether, or not their 

funds have been misaj^lied/' &c. &c. In which cause, 
the Lord Ordinary, ((^ingletie), Jan. 11. 1820, after 
stating his reasons aifd opinion, that this body were 
never a separate Incorporation, in the proper and le- 
gal sense of that term, pronounced the following inter- 
locutor : <* The Lord Ordinary having advised the 
^ summons, defences for the pursuers, the answers, 
*' productions for both parties, and the whole process, 
<< for the reasons explained in his foregoing note, «ttf- 
<< fains the title of the pursuers, aeindwidualSf to carry 
*' on this action, but assoilzies the defenders there- 
<* 6rom, and decerns : Finds the pursuers liable for ex- 
*^ penses, to be taxed by the auditor of Court, to whom 
<< remits the account, when the same shall be given 
« in.'' 

At Michadmas this year, Duncan Cowvn, Esq* was 
elected bailie, against which election a complaint was 
lodged before the Court of Session, for similar reasons 
to those assigned against that of Bailie Andorson. ^ 

In this posture the whole vSkir appears to have stood, 
until February 1821, when a sort of compromise was 
entered into, the Magistrates agreeing to pay £1100, 
as a compensation for expenses, and the pursuers to 
abandon all farther legal proceedings. 

On the 13th of March, however, a general meeting 
of the burgesses and guild-brediren, styling themselves 
the Corporation of the Guildry, was held in the Free- 
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Mmobb' Hally at which retolntions were passed ; L re* 
tnnuDg thanks to Deacon Lawrie and his associates ; 
2« approving of their abandoning legal proceedings, as 
not likely to attain their object ; 3, advising an appli- 
cation to Parliament ; 4. that a petition be prepared, to 
* be presented by Lord Archibald Hamilton, praying for 
an alteration in the set, either by a bill for Edinburgh 
alone, or in conjunction with the other burghs of Soot- 
land; 5. determining to prosecute their object, in re- 
dressing present and preventing future grievances, and 
to concur with the Committees of other bodies in fram- 
ing an Act of Parliament; 6. requiring liquidation of 
arrears, and punctual payment of future quarterly con- 
tributions. The thanks of the meeting were voted to 
the Preses, and a petition agreed to, in terms of the 
fourth resolution, which was signed by the brethren 
present, and ordered to be left for signatures at Mer- 
chants' Hall, for some days thereafter. April 2. 1821, 
Lord Archibald Hamilton presented the petition to 
the House, which was read, and ordered to be printed, 
but no subsequent motion appears to have been found- 
ed thereon. 

Having brought these separate proceedingps of the 
bui^pesses and gufld-brethren of Edinburgh to a con- 
tusion, we may neict take a review of the proceedings 
in Pariiament, with respect to the Scottidi bui^hs in 
general, as connected therewith. 

Feb. 13. 1818, Lord Archibald Hamilton mov€|d 
for » return of the warrant « for new-modelling the 
set of the burgh of Montrose, with intention to found 
a subsequent motion thereon ; which being opposed, 
the House divided, when there appeared. Ayes 58, 
Noes 167 ; majority against the motion 105. April 10. 
the Lord Advocate moved for leave to bring in a 



UXSTXICXTAL CONSTITmrXOK OV XOIKBUltGH. Ixxi 

lull for r^gulatiiig the procedure with regard to the 
public accounts of burghs ; which being given, the 
bill was brought in» and read a first time. This mea- 
sure not answering the expectation of the burgesses, 
numerous petitions were presented from all the burghs 
against it, and after being read a second time, April 20* 
it wa8 then withdrawn ; but Feb. 8. 1819, the Lord 
Advocate, upon the question being put to him by Lord 
A* Hamilton, announced his intention of renewing it«— 
May 6. 1819, Lord A. Hamilton moved for a Select Con(i« 
mittee upon all the petitions which had been presented 
to the House by the Scottish burghs, during the pre* 
sent and two preceding Sessions, &c. with powers to 
examine pap^s and persons; which being support- 
ed by Mr J. P. Grant, Mr Primrose^ Mr W. Dou- 
glas, and Mr C* W3rnne^ was opposed by Mr W. 
Dundas, Mr Boswell, Lord Binning, and Mr Can- 
ning, when the house divided, and there i^peared for 
the motion ]49, against it 144, minority 5* The com- 
mittee thus appointed, sat down immediately, and after 
having taken under their oonsideration the report of 
179S, and the minutes of the committee on the Aberdeen 
Harbour bill in 1810 ; and called before them theprinc^al 
officers of the different petitioning bnzghs, &C amongst 
whom were the Lord Provost, Lord Dean of Guild, City 
Chamberlain, City Clerk, Accountant, &c.,&c. witiinu* 
merous other gentlemen from Edinbui^h, and examin- 
ed the various documents produoed; July 12, Lord 
A. Hamilton, as chairman, presented their report to 
the House, which was received and ordered to be print- 
ed ; but the Session being then near its dose, nothing 
further was done. The ensuing Session being greatiy 
occupied in the examination relative to the late Queen, 
no new motion was made until Feb* 16« 1821, when 
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Lord A. Hamilton moved that the petitions of 181B» 
1 9, and 20, be referred to a select committee, which was 
ordered, and the committee sat down accordingly ; but in 
the course of their proceedings great differences arose, 
and June 4. Lord A. Hamilton, on presenting the re^ 
port as chairman, announced his dissent therefrom : he 
did not complain of false statements, but that opinions 
were given without adequate inquiry ; nor so much of 
what the committee had done, as of what it had left un- 
done. Lord Binning, (^ 6. Clerk, Mr W. Douglas, and 
Mr W* Dundas, defended the committee, to whom Mr 
Abercromhie, Sir R. Ferguson, and Mr Hume, replied, 
when the report was received and ordered to be printed. 
Feb. 20. 1822' Lord A. Hamilton moved for a committee 
of the whole house to take into consideration the state of 
the Royal Burghs : his Lordship stated the chief source of 
the evils which existed, to be the system under which 
the Magistrates g^ing out of office elect their successors, 
and proposed as a remedy, the abolition of this right, 
and the establishment of a popular system of election. 
The motion was opposed, and a long debate ensued ; the 
chief ailments against the motion heing, that the 
innovation proposed was a violation of chartered rights, 
and an inMngement of the articles of union ; when the 
house divided, and the motion . was negatived, by a 
majority of 81 to 46. 

Feb. 28. the Lord Advocate moved for leave to bring 
in two bills; one to regulate the common good, and ma- 
nagement of the revenues in the Royal Burghs of Scot- 
land, the other to compel tiie residence of the Magis- 
trates, and to restrain all undue compacts with respect 
to elections; when, after a few words from Lord A. Ha- 
milton, the latter was withdrawn, and the former brought 
in. March 28. the bill was read a second time, and or- 
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d^red to be conaiaittedL Jime 17. pelidoBs fttm 
Edinboigh, Inv^meiSy kc* ware ftmev^ againaft it ; 
and after Mone •Werratuyna ky Lofd A. Hamillioiiy 
Mr J^ P. Gnii^lir &^ it. waa reeommittedy whoa Tarioiaa 
am^dnij^li. w«re pvopo^ed and iMgati^ed ; Imt bo 
fcrther oppoaitioa bekig iiiade> it aifcaegoenlity pawed 
bo|k B(ol|«f8» and raoeived the royal aaaent, J«ly 89. 
1822. 

SoMi after die dectieiy at Miehaelmaa 1S21> the Lefd 
ProYoitf made a molaom wUok Iraa.aeeoaded by the 
Lord Deaa of GuUdi impovtiBgy that the then state of 
the City's finaneea reqidred thalb ewaj piaeticaUe jre^ 
trenehmevt should he BU|da; andl Non 7* Ua Lordf- 
ahip, a^r observing that this nawiwiro eo«U net more 
pifoferiy commeaee tha in hia. owa pevsoii» aioTed^ 
that the salary gnmted to> the I^ond Aronrost sbonUhe 
rednoed from £ 1000 to£8MVwjMaan Aetof Coun- 
cil wag passed' accordingly. 

B<^ the A4st8 of Pariialoent f ob regnlaiing the po- 
lice^ Sbc passed in 1805 and 1811^ hnnng been grant- 
ed finr a limited persod, which was now abont to ex* 
pire, and the general systan having been foond bene* 
ficialy notwitihstagMUng some defecte in its d«kai]s» a 
new Act was applied fbr» and obsaioady Jane 84, 1882, 
to continue in force ten years ; by which the boonda- 
ries of the Commission are greedy extmided» the whole 
being divided into thirty wards or districts. The Gene- 
ral CommisMoners appointed are, the seven Magistrates 
of the City, the Deacon Convener, the Sheriff Depute 
of the Connty» and one of his subslitates> the resident 
Bailie of the Canongate, the Dean g£ the Faculty of 
Advocates, the Desj^utj Keeper of his Majesty's Sig- 
Biet^ the Proses of the Society of Solicitors^ the Master 
o£the Merchant Company, and the Ccmvener of the 
Sonthem distdcts, all &r the time beings and one 

d 
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geiitleinan to be elected annnaUyy by the occnpien of 
Houses, Shops, Warehoines, &c ke. in ^ach ward. 

In the Greneial Commisgiony is placed the power to 
levy rates, appoint and dismiss at pleasure, all persons 
employed in execution of the purposes of the Act, 
whose appointment or dismissal is not specially vested 
elsewhere ; to fix the number of Lieutenants, Watch- 
men, Scavengers, &c. &c. ; to make orders and re* 
gulations, and enact penalties not exceeding twenty 
shillings, relative to lighting, deansing, guarding, &c. 
the streets, &c. &c. For which purpose they are to 
hold six statutory meetings^ on the second Monday in 
January, March, July, August, and October, and the 
first Tuesday in November annually, and special meet- 
ings by a requisition &om the Lord Provost, or SherifF 
Depute, or, in their absence, the Clerk to the Com- 
mission, upon a requisition being made stating its ob- 
ject, under tiie hand of four General Commissioners. 
The Lord Provost, or Sheri£F Depute, or, in their ab- 
sence, a General Commissioner, to preside, and twdve 
to be a quorum, excepting only at the first annual meet- 
ing for fixing the rate, when it is required that two- 
thirds of the General Commissioners shall be present ; 
but the proceedings of special not to supersede those 
of general meetings. 

Two Resident Commbsioners are also to be elected 
annually by the occupiers of houses, &c. in each ward, 
and both General and Resident Commissioners are 
invested with the powers of a Constable, under the au-* 
thority of the Magistrates of the City and County, the 
latter to be head Constables, and have a general su- 
perintendence of their respective wards, and of the mea- 
sures necessary for promoting the peace, order, and 
security of tiie inhabitants thereof, to attend to the en- 
forcement of the regulations made by and under au- 
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thority of* the Act, and report to the General Commis- 
sioners, their Clerk, Superintendent, or Inspector, ac- 
cording to the nature of the case, any neglect or in- 
fringement thereof. 

The power of appointing the Superintendent is vest- 
ed in the Lord Provost, and Sheriff Depute of the 
County, and his dismissid in a committee of five per- 
sons, or a majority of them, namely, the Professor of 
Soots Law, and the Professor of Conveyancing for the 
time being, the old Master of the Merchant Company 
immediately preceding the one in office, or, in the 
event of his death or incapacity, the one precediiig, 
the old Convener of the Southern I)i8tricts in like 
manner, and one person appointed by the General 
Commissioners, die dismissal to take place in purtu* 
ance of a requisiticm from, and at a spedal General 
Meeting of, the Commissioners* 

All offences^ ^. failing under the Act, to be jn^^ped 
of by the Magistrates, and four old Bailies, or any one 
of them; the Lord Provost being impowered to 
grant die latter Commissions, as Sheriffii Depute fo^ 
this purpose, to last only during the year that they are 
in office. 

All attempts to*' procure a change in the set of die 
burgh having hitherto ^led, an effort was next made to 
obtain an extension of the elective franchise. A Ge- 
neral Meeting of the inhabitants, householders of 
Edinburgh, was held Mar. 8. 1823, << for the pur- 
" pose of considering die propriety of presenting a 
*^ petition to Parliament to confer die right of electing 
<< the member for the City of Edinburgh on the 
*< householders, with such limitations as to die wis* 
** dom of Parliament should seem proper;" which hav- 
ing been agreed to^ and a resolution to that eflfect 
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passed, tke pelili<»i» drswn op acoordiiigly, and sign* 
ed by rix tlieiisaBd eight Imndred and farty-eeren 
persona, was pfesentod tothe Honse of Cominona, 
May 5. 1823, by the Hon. James Abereromby, who 
at the aame tonie gave notice, that, *^ early nn the 
^^ next Session of Ptoliament, he should move for 
*^ leave to bring in a bill to amend and alter the 
*< state of the representation of the City of Edin- 
'< bnigh ;*' aad n pnrsnanoe thAreo^ Feb. 26. 1624i, 
moved that die petition be read, which being agreed 
to, and the petilaon read aoaevdinglyi after stalang hie 
owa t^pinion of liie eaae^ next moved for leave to 
brasg in the bill» iriiich being opposed by Mr Slewnrt 
WordegTy and Lord Binning^ and si^pcoted by Imrd 
John Rnssdv Sir John Newport, and Mr Kennedy, 
the Honie divided, when there appeanidfer the motion 
75, against it 99, and it was noeerdingly rejected by a 
minority of e4> 

Aeeeond petition, eigned by eeven thonsattd tiMns 
hjpdredandfortywtwohonaeholden, waspiesentedte 
the Honse of CemviMus, M^ IS. 1826, by Mr Aber- 
cromby» who again moved for leave to brii^ in Ihe 
bill, which being apposed by Mr W. Dnndas, 8&r G. 
C3erk, the Lord Advocate, and Mr Secretary Camdng, 
and supported by Mr J. P. Grant, Sir Ronald Fergu- 
son, Sir Francis Bnrdett, Lord Archibald Hamilton, 
and Mr Hobhouse, the Honse divided; for the motion 
97, against it 122; majority against the bill^ 25. 

Sep. 13. 1826. In consideration of the dignified man- 
ner in which the present Lord Provost has filed the 
chaii^ and for other eaoses, a motion, being made to 
^ that effect, his Lordsdiip's salary was, by an Act of 
CSoioicil, Kgain advanced to £. 1000 per annnm. 

In condasion, we mxy repeat, as before observed, 
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that after kaTiflg now withstood the assaults of nearly 
two Gentories and a Imlfy with the exception of the 
flight change in the manner of electing the deacons^ 
the partly popnlur election of commissioners for tna- 
nagiwg the affurs of Police, and the duties of the Trea* 
sareac having partly merged into the office of Chamber- 
lain, the i^resentative system of the Municipid Go- 
vernment of the CSty of Edinburgh remains precisely 
as it wasldt by the decreet-arbitral of King James VI. ; 
the coitire Conacil, <»dinary and extraordinary, oon- 
autisg itf thirty-thi!tee persons, who tre elected as 
foflows; TIC. as the Deacons are only elected for 
one year, ulAoiig^ they are osoBUy re-dect^ the 
year following, the fimiteen Ineorponiions being 
warned for that purpose ^^ meet by thems^ltes, and 
each Incorporation makes out a liHt {or leet as it is 
4»llBd) of six of their meoib^oirs. These lists are laid 
Jbefore the •erdiaary Coimeil of twenty-^ve, who strike 
off three names from each, which is termed shortening 
4he leets'. The Usts thas redoeed to three in each» 
are retttmed to tiie Itioorporations, out of which they 
must choose their deacons for the ensuing year. The 
iawleeadaacwis thus chosen, aiii next presented to the 

X The Tradflt are warned <m the ihbd Wedaeaday frsoedins; 
HichaehsM, Sept. 29. after which it !■ j^ unial for the Goimeil 
to do any public buiiness until the elections are OTer. On the 
Maine day, according to ancient uaage, the Coandl reoeire, 
for their yearns attendance, as followa : viz, the Iiord ProTost, 
^1 : 11 : 6 ; the four Bailies, lOs. IkU each, and lOs. ia addition 
for Sheriff gloves ; the Dean of Guild and Treasurer, each lOs. 
6d. ; and the remaining fen Merchant and sixteen Trades' Mesa* 
bers of Council, 3s. 6d« each. 

7 The shortening the leets takes place on the Friday foUeww 
ing the deacons heuig warned, and the election on the Saturday ; 
letttet which, (Or at an early day subsequent), most of the Incor- 
porations dine together. On the Monday following, the jiew and 
^Id deacons dine together, which meeting is usually denominated 
the saEwnro or facss. 
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ordinary Council of twenty-five, by whom iix of thefr 
number are selected as Qntiudl Deacons *f wben their 
predecessors retire. On the Wednesday following, the 
new elected Deacons take their places, six as ordinary, 
and eight as extraordinary, when the ordinary Council 
of twenty-five, (including the six new CouncUDai- 
cons,) next proceed to the election of three Merchant 
and two Trades' Councillors, who, upon being elected^ 
immediately take their seats, but their predecessors re- 
mun until the election is finished ; thus making the en- 
tire Council to consist of thirty persons, who, on the 
Friday following, make up the leets, out of which the 
Lord Provost, Bailies, Dean of Guild, and Treacurer, 
are to be chosen ; and their election is made en the 
first Tuesday after Michaelmas, by this Council of thir- 

» The Six CmmcQ Deacons are tuoally diosen fnm among tlie 
extraordinary Deacons of the preceding year ; ihna twelve oat 
of the foorteen, in the conne of their two yean' term of office^ 
reoeive gowns ; but this being the greatest number that can re- 
ceive them, those who are left without, are generally designated 
ters-AodM. It is indeed possible, tiiat even the Convener may 
be so circumstanced ; rare instances of which hare oocorred. Th« 
CouncQ Deacons being elected on the Wednesday after the elec- 
tion of the fourteen Deacons, the Deacon CouTener is elected in 
the Magdalen Chapel the d«y foUowing, when an entertainment, 
termed the Convener's dinner, is given, to which the Magistratea 
and other dignitaries are mvited, the expense whereof was for- 
merly defrayed from the City funds ; but this practice was dis- 
contfaiued during the period at which retrenchment was deemed 
necessary, when it was borne by the members of the Con- 
venery; and the City now give a specific sum for diat pur- 
pose. The banner and pennon belonging to the crafts, are con- 
spicuously displayed on this occasion, and afterwards committed 
te the charge of the new Convener. The Inscription on the lat- 
ter appears to have been imperfectly ^ven by Pennecuik, it ia 
literally as follows : 

FEAa-OoD-AKD*Hoyoua*THE*Kiva*WiTH*A«LoKO«LTrrx* 
AND'A'PRospEROns'REioirE*— AirD'WE'THAt'Is-TuADoa-^ 
SuALh 'Ever 'PeavTo-Be •Faithpul-Foe-The'Devexck- 

OF'HlS'SAOEED'MAIESTIBS'ROTAL'PEaSOXE'TlLL'DEATBL-. 
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ty, with the addition of the eight extraordinary deacons 
who vote npon this occasion, forming a total of thirty- 
eight persons. This hnsiness finished, the three old 
Merchant and two old Trades' Councillors retire ; when^ 
if the whole seven Magistrates chosen were new per- 
sons, their predecessors in office would of course take 
their seats, as Old Provost, Old Bailies, Old Dean of 
Guild, and Old Treasurer, and thus make the ordinary 
Council of twenty-five complete * ; but as the Lord Pro- 
vost, Deaii of Guild, and Treasurer, generally remain 
two years in office ; and as it frequently happens, that 
the persons elected as Lord Provost, &c have been 
Bailies the immediately preceding year, it naturally 
follows, that on such occasions vacancies must occur, 
as Old Provost, Old Bailies, Old Dean of Guild, and 
Old Treasurer, as the case may be, which are filled up 

> The election being considered as finished on the day on which, 
the Magistrates are chosen, that business is succeeded by a splen- 
did entertainment, to which all illustrious strangers are usually 
invited, the expense of which is defrayed from the City funds. 

Another annual entertainment \^as formerly given in honour 
of his Majesty's birth-day, on which occasion the City Guard, 
being drawn out, fired a/^v dejoye^ but was discontinued in con« 
sequence of the indisposition of his late Majesty, and has never 
since been revived. 

The Town Guard was first established as a permanent watch 
in 1648, but shortly thereafter discontinued, when the duty, 
which again devolved on the cilfizens, was so indiffevently per« 
formed, that in 1679, upon a remonstrance from the Privy Coun- 
cil, the Guard was restored ; but James, Duke of York, i^ter- 
wmrds King James V II. to suit his own Tiews, then procurixi^ its 
officers to be at the nomination, and the corps at the immediate 
service of the Crown ; which not being the intention of the citi- 
zens, they, in 1689, petitioned the convention of estates, and 
procured a warrant for its dissolution ; but in the following year, 
applied for liberty to restore it, under the immediate oontroul of 
the Lord Provost, which being granted, they then raised a com- 
pany of one hundred and twenty-six men, including officerr, 
which continued (its numbers, however, being occasionally varied) 
until it waa abolished in consequence of the Police Act 1812. 

J 
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the day following by the defeetive Couocil^; and thus 
the ordinary Council of twenty-five, and extraorduiary 
Council of thirty-three persons, become entire^ seven- 
teen of which, viz. thirteen ordinary and four extraor- 
dinary, form a qnorum at their weekly meetings^. 

^ On the day iha Coimdl is filled up, the Admiral of Leith, 
and Baton Bailies of the Galton and Canongate, and Easter and 
Wester Portsburgh, are appointed. These offieers are generally 
diosen from among the four old Bailies. Shortly after which 
are appointed the resident Bailies of these bnrghs of barony, who 
are diosen from among the moot respectable inhabitants. On 
the same day is also appointed the Captain of the Orange Co- 
loori; the first Merchant Councillor being generally compli- 
mented with that title, which derives its origin from his h&n^ 
the custodier of ihe insignia of the Trained Buids, and other re- 
liqiies of that ancient unitary body, which are committed to hia 
duoge. This town militia was first instituted in 1590. In 
1627* it appears to have been re-organised, when the whole 
youths of Edinburgh were fivmed into two oompaniee, the mer* 
diants to march in the ran, and the crafts in the rear. In 1645, 
it was again re-organised, when it was divided into sixteen com- 
panies, comxhanded by ten merchant and six ttades' captains, 
each merchant captain hating one tradesman as his lieutenant, 
and the ensigns and sergeants being equally merchants and 
tradesmen. In 1690, their duty of watching and warding finally 
merged in the Town Guard ; but the staff was continued, under 
the denomination of the Society of Captains, Lieutenants, and 
Ensigns, until 1798, when this eompany was suspended during 
the pleasure of the Council, and their military duties devolved 
upon die Boyal Edinburgh Volunteers, so long as that corps was 
continued. 

c Formerly the extraordinary Deacons were only summoned 
when requisite ; but now matters requiring their assistance bein^ 
of every day occurrence, they attend all meetings, and are only 
disqualified from voting in the few cases specified in the Set ; 
consequently, with the exception of election meetings, an Ordim 
nary Cowmly in its strict sense, is almost unknown. 
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AT Edinlmrgliy the nineteentii day of Jnne^ the 
'^^ year of God, One thousand five hundred four« 
ftcore three yearg, in presence of the Lords of Cooncil, 
compeered personally Mr John Sharp, John Prestoun, 
Thomas Crug, and John Skeene, procuratours spe« 
cially constitute for the Provest, Baillies, Deaeones, 
Counsel, and Community of the Burgh of Edinburgh, 
be the Act of Counsel miderwritten, made in presence 
of the ProTOSty BailUeSi Deaeones, Counsel, and Com« 

B 
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munity contein'd thereintil, of the date underwritten^ 
and gave in the said Act of Council, with^the Decreet- 
arbitral aftermentionat, given and prononncit he the 
King's Majesty, and Judges after following, subscrived 
be them, and the parties after rehearsed, and desired 
the same to be insert and registrate in the Buiks of 
Counsel, to have the strength, force, and effect of their 
Act and Decreet in time to come, and letters and exe- 
cutorial? to be direct upon the parties specifiet thair- 
intil. The quhilk desire the said Lords thought rea- 
sonable ; and therefore hes ordained and ordains the 
said Act and Decreet-arbitral to be insert andregistrat 
in the said Buiks; to have the strength, force, and ef- 
fect of their Act and Decreet, and hes interponit and 
interpons their Decreet and authority thereto, and de- 
cerns and ordains letters and executorials to be direct 
i^on the hail parties specifiet in the said Decreet-arbi- 
tnd, for fulfilling thereof in all poynts, in manner spe- 
cifiet thereintil : Of the quhilk the tenor follows^ 

The quhilk day Mr Michael Chisholme, Andrew 
Sdater, John Adamsone, Baillies; Mr John Prestoun, 
Dean of Gild ; Mungo Russel, Thesaurer ; John John- 
stoun, John Harwood, John Robertsene, William 
Maule, William Nesbet, Alexander Naper, John Mo- 
risone, Robcart Ker, Henry Charterhouee, merchants ; 
James Fergusone, Bower; John Baimsfather, Tail- 
yeour ; and the Deakens following, viz. Gilbert Pryme- 
rose, Chirurgian; John. Wat, Smith; Edward Gral* 
braith. Skinner; Edwajrd Hart, Goldsmith; William 
Hoppringle, Tailyeour; Thomas Dickson, Furrier; 
And sicklike James Ker, Flesher ; William Weir, Cor- 
diner ; AdamNewtonn, Baacter; William Counts, Web- 
Ater ; Andrew Williamsoiiy Wright ; William Somera^ 
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« 

Bonnet-maker^ remanent Deakens of Craftg, for them- 
aelveS) and tbe hail body and conminnity of the Town, 
ab weQ Merchants as Craftsmen, makes and constitutes 
Mrs John -Sharp, Thomas Cnug, John Prestonn, As- 
sessoors, and Mr John Skeene, Procurator Fiscal, or 
any twa of them, their procuratours, to compear be- 
fore the Lords of Session and Counsel whatsomerer 
day or days convenient, and there, in name and behalf 
of the ProTest, Baillies, and Counsel for the Merchants, 
and of the said Deakens for the Crafts on the other 
parti, to consent to the r^^istrating of the Decreet-ar- 
bitral given by the King's Majesty, and Arbitrators spe- 
cified therein, betwixt the Merchants and Craftsmen, in 
the Buiks of Counsel, interponing of their authority 
thereto, with execution to follow thereupon, in manner 
specified in the said Decreet, and generally, ^. profmU- 
ienJtes de ratOf Sfc. EiXtAct furth of the Counsel Buik 
of Edinburgh, be me Mr Alexander Guthrie, Common 
Clerk of the samen ; Witness thereto my sign and sub- 
scription manual. 

Alex. Guthbib. 



\ 



BPCBJBET ABBITBAL 



HERE FOLLO\^S THE TENOR OP THE 
SAID DECREET-ARBITRAL. 



.A T HalyruidhoQse, the twenty^-twa day of Apiyl, the 
*^^ yeir of God One thousand five hnndred fourscore 
three years, we Robert Fairlie of Braid, Sir Archi- 
bald Naper of Edinbellie, Knight, and James John- 
stoun of Elphingstoun, Judges Arbitrators, chosen for 
the part of Mr Michael Chisholme, Andrew Sclater, 
John Adamsone, and William Fairlie, Baillies of Eklin- 
buq^h ; Mr. John Prestoun, Dean of Gild ; Mung^ Rus- 
sel, Thesaurer ; John Johnstoun, Robert Ker younger, 
Henry Charterhouse, John Morisone, William Maul, 
John Harwood, John Robertsone, .William Inglis, 
Alexander Naper, William Nesbet, Merchants, beii^ 
on the Counsel of the said Bui^h, for themselves, and 
in name and behalf, and as Commissioners for the 
hail Merchants indwellers of the said Burgh on the 
ane part, and John Cockbum of Ormestoun, Mr Ro- 
bert Pont Provest of the Trinity CoUedge, and Mr 
David Lindsay Minister of Leith, Judges Arbitrators, 
choseh for the part of James Fergusone, Bower ; John 
Baimsfather, Tailyeonr, twa of the Craftsmen, being 
on the Counsel of the said Burgh ; Gilbert Prymrose, 
Deaken of the Chirurg^ans ; John Wat, Deaken of the 
Hanmiermen; William Hoppringle, Deaken of the 
Tailyeours ; Edward Gralbraith, Deaken of the Skinners ; 
Edward Hairt, Deaken of the Gtildsmiths ; Adam New- 
tonn, Deaken of the Baxters ; Thomas Dicksone^ Dea- 
ken of the Furriers ; Andrew Williamson, Deaken of 
the Wrights ; William BickertouU; Deaken of the 



Maiasons ; James Ker, Deaken of the Flcish^rs ; Wit- 
liam Weir, Deaken of the Cordiners ; Thomas Wright, 
Deaken of the Wehsters ; William Cowt^, Deaken of 
the Wakers ; and William 8omer, Deaken of the Bon^ 
net-makers, for themselves, and in name and behaift 
and as Commissioners for the hail Croftemen iridwelleri 
of the said Brugh, on the other part : And the Right 
Potent and lUnster Prince James, be the Grace of God, 
King of Scots, our Soreraign Lord, odsman and overs- 
man, chosen, be advice and consent of baith the saids 
parties, anent the removing of alL qiiestaons, differ- 
ences, and controversies, quhilks are, or has been be- 
Jwixt the ^ds Men;hants and Cra&smen, concernio^ 
•whitt^omever cause or oc^oasion, i^herenpon debate or 
question did arise in. any time betwixt ' them t And 
iherenpon, . baith the said parties being biinil, : ^Uts^ 
.and bwom, to stand, abide, aad underly, avi^ftklfil th% 
D0ere^b-arbjitir«l»aiid deUvieninee of us the saids-Jo^es) 
«i|d Ov#nq9i{ui» but appelliltiott, redamataen, orlboatra- 
4U<stion> as i^t mair. l^gth is,«i»itaaned in aa sidiinissiM 
made thereupon, baidi the saids . parties clames ^md 
griefs given in be them, with the answers made there* 
to, and'^ir Hghts» cesoniiy'and allegations being heard, 
seen, aM considred be us, pxd. we theirwith being, 
ryply advisit, aUter miaay and sundry oonveations luid 
pieetings, with king travels tane hereanent,: hee aU in 
ane voice accordit, decemit; and condudit upon the 
heads and articles following. • ' 

First, To take away all difRerenoes quhilk has heen 
heretofore concerning the persons who Had the go« 
vemment of the Town, their number, paw^, or au<« 
4:hority, and manner of their election ; it is finally ac^* 
cordit and decemit thereupon as follows*' , . 
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Maoltmats ''^ Magktrats and Officemen, sick 

as Proyesty BaiUies, Dean of Gild, 
and Thesaurer, to be in all tymes coming of the es- 
taite and calling of MereliantSy conform to the acts of 
parliment ; and gif ony Craftsman excerceand mer* 
chandiae, sail for his gold qualities be promoyit their* 
to, in that caise he sail leive his craft, and not occnpy 
the same be himself nor his senrants during the time 
of his office, and sail not return theirto at any tyme 
theirafter quhill he obtain special license of the Pro- 
vest. Bullies, and Counsel to that efPect. 

Thb Counsel to consist of ten Mer- 
chants, to wit, the aold Provest, four 
auld Baillies, Dean of CHld, and Thesaurer of Ihe nixt 
year preoeiding, and three uther Merchants to be cho- 
sen to them, and als to consist of eight Craftsmen tiiere- 
of, sex Dedcens, and twa other Craftsmen, makand in 
the hail the said Counsel eighteen persons, and this tty 
the Officemen of that year, to wit, the Prorest, Bail* 
lie% Dean of Gild, and Thesaurer. 

And as to Ae manner of their Eleetioi^ 
It is first generally accordit and concln- 
dit, that na manner of person be chosen Provest, Bail- 
lies, Dean of Gild, or Hiesanrer, su^ose they be 
Burgesses of the Burgh, and able therefore, witiiout 
they have been an year or twa upon the Counsel off 
before. And anent the Counsel, the auld manner 
of ^ying in of tickets be the Deakens, out of the 
quhilk the twa Craftsmen were yearly chosen, to be ab- 
rogat, dischargit, cease, and expyre in all tymes 
coming, swa that the saids twa Craftsmen shall be 
chosen yearly, without ony ingiying of tickets, indiffier-^ 
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ently of the best and worthiest of the Crofts, be the 
iaids Provest, Baillies, and Counsel aUanerly; and 
nane to be of the Counsel above twa year together, 
except they be Officemen, or be rertae of their offices 
be on the Counsel* Sicklike, anent the lytts to be 
^l^ullies, they sail not be diyidet nor casten in four 
ranks, three to every rank, as they were wont to be, 
hot to be chosen indifferently, ane out of the twelff 
lytts, ane uther out of eleven lytts, the third out of ten, 
and the fourt out of nyne lytts. Anent the Deakens, 
that nane be electit Deaken, except he that has been 
an maister of his Craft twa year at the least ; and that 
nane of them- be continued in their office of Deaken* 
ship above twa year togidder. Last, in general, that 
nane have vote in lytting, voiting, or electing of the 
Provest, Baiilies, Counsel, and Deakens, Dean of Gild, 
or Theaaarer, but the persons hereafter foUowiiig al- 
lenarly, in manner after specifit. 

Amb to proceed in tike said Election, £i:.xcTioy iir 
It ia fDond goid to begin at <he choosing special of 
of the Deakens of Ciafts^ qnhilks are I>2aunb. 
fourteen in number, to wit, Chiruigyans, Goldsmyths, 
Slqrnaers, Furriers, Hammer^men, Wrights, Masons, 
Tailyeonrs, Baxters, ileshers, Cordiners, Websters, 
Wanlkers, Bonnet-makers: Swa the Deakens now 
present shall stand and continue quhil the third Counsel 
Day before the anld time of election of the new Coun- 
sel, qnhilk was on the Wednesday next preceeding the 
Feast of Michaelmass ; upon the quhilk third Counsel 
Day, the Provest, Baiilies, and Counsel now standand, 
extending to nineteen persons, and fra thence furth 
yearly, and ilk year, the Provest, Baiilies and Coun- 
sel, constitute of the said twenty-five persons, sail call 
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in before them die saids DipAem of Crafts, every ane 
Beverally, and. require their opinion and judgment of 
the beiit^ and worthiest of their Crafts. Hereafter, 
the saidjs PrQYest» BaiQies> and Counsel, sail nominat 
and lytt three^persona of the moist discreet, godly, and 
«iiaia|«l^ penons «f «yery ime of ^he 8«da Fonrt*^ 
Crafts, maiste^cperl handrlabomrers of their awen Crafity 
Buigesses and Fre^nen ef the Burgh, whereof the 
auld J>eak^i]i aall he an^ and came deliver dieir 
names to the Dedceas, .every ane aco(M*dxng. to their 
Craft ;;^{Qh]lk Deaheus,. on tibe mom thereafter^ sail 
assesq^le and convein their Crafts, and every Craft 
be .them$elip$es» ibrdk q£ thir names sallielect . ane per* 
son, ifha jail be thdbr.Deaken for that-year ; and upon 
the next Counsel Day alter the said Election, the auld 
Peakeats, with some of the masters of their Craltsy'Sall 
present, the. .new Deaken to the Counsel, qidia sM 
authorize diem in their (rf&ees. .. 

Nxw CouKsxi. . Nbxt, To proceed to the £3ectioA of 
OFDEAE.BKS. liie New CounseL The said day of pre* 
senluig* of newt Deakens, the Provest, BaiUies, and 
Counsel, now standand of nineteen persons, and fra 
then furth,4;hesame day yearly, the Provest, Baillies, and 
Counsel of twentynfive persons sail choose fourth of the 
saids Fourteen Deakens, sex persons to be adjoyned 
with the New Counsel for the year to come, and to 
have special vote in lyttiilg and choosing of the Pro-* 
\esty BaiUies, and Counsel ; and the same day, the 
auld. sex JOe^kens, quhilkwss upon the Counsel the 
year preceediug, to be removed, and have na farther 
vote fon that year, except some of them be of the num« 
her of the new elected Deakens. 
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TlffEREAPTZlity npon the Wednesday New covirsEH 
-nesct) preceeding Micba^mass 3k year, ^^ Memcuabib 
4he Pn>Tegt, Baillies, Dean of Gild, * 

« 

'Thesourer, and ten Merdiants of the Counsel, and the 
'said sex Deakens, and twa Craftsmen, and in the hail 
twenty-five persons, and twenty-sex votes, be reason 
of the Provost's twa votes, ordinarily standand at ail 
tymes, saU conveen and choose the New Counsel, to 
the number of eighteen persons, to wit, the mildf Pro- 
vest, Baillies, Dean of Gild, and Thesanrer of that 
year, and the said sex Deakens to make thretteen per- 
sons thereof, and to them to be chosen three Merchants, 
and twa craftsmen, and thir persons to be callit the New 
Counsel : And gif ony person of the Merchants chosen 
upon the New Counsel, happens to be put on the lytt 
of an uther office, and promovit thereto, ane other sail 
be chosen in his room be the saids Pkx>ve8t, Baillies, 
and Counsel* 

Thridly, To proceid to the choosing i^ttt^ op Ma- 
of the Lytts to the Magistrats and oistsatb. 
Office-men, sic as Provest, Baillies, vDean of Gild, and 
Thesanrer: Upon the Friday next thereaftei*, there 
sail conveen the said New Counsel of eighteen persons, 
and the auld Counsel, constitute of twebOP persons, vis. 
ten Merdiants and twa Craftsmen, the said new and 
auld Counsel, makand twenty Merchants and ten CraftaB- 
men, and in the hail thretty persons, by the Provost's 
odd vote ; quhilks persons solemnatly protesting before 
God, that they shall choose the persons whom they 
find maist meet, without favour, hatred, or ony kind 
of collusion ; then sail begin and choose the lytts to 
the said Magistrates and Office-men, to every ane of 
diem three lytts ; that is to say, to the Provest, twa 

b2 
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lytto with hkutdf ; to the four Baillieii vrery ane of 
them three lytts, Ihe amid BailUes Bot beand ane^ esc-' 
isept they be new chosen theretor ; to the Dean of 6ild> 
twa lytts with himself; and to the Thesaarer, twa 
lytts with himself; quhiUui hail lytts sail becKf the 
order and calling of Merchaiita^ as said is^ 

• 

BLXcvioy OF Ma« F0UBTHI.V, To proceed to the elect* 
eitYmATf^ ing and choosing of the said Ma-^ 

gistrats and Office-men, npon the Tuesday nixt after 
Michaelmass yearly, there sail conreen the saids thret*- 
ty^perscms of new and anld Counsel, and with them 
the rest of the Deakens of Crafts^ quhilks are not of 
the Counsel, extending to eight persons ; the hail per- 
aons swa conveenand, extending to thretty<«ight per- 
sons by the said odde yote^ thereof twenty Merehant8> 
and eighteen Trades ; quhilks persons sail begin at the 
lytts of the PlroTest, and every ane in their awen rank 
give their votes to sic as they find maist meet for the 
well of the Town» according to their conscience and 
Imawledge, but feid or favour; and on whom the 
greatest number of votes sail fall, that he be sworn, re- 
ceivit, and admittit Provest for that year ; and swa to 
proceed thorow the lytts of the Baillies, Dean of Gild 
and Thesaurer, quhill the said Election be compleatly 
-endit. The saids Provest^ Baillies, Dean of GU^y- 
Thesaurer, and Counsel, electit as said is, makand in 
the hail twenty-five persons; they only, and nauthers, 
8# have the fuU government and administration of 
t\^e hail Common-weill of this Burgh, and in all things, 
as the Provest, Baillies, and Counsel thereof, or of any 
uther burgh had of before, or may have hereafter, be 
the laws or consuetude &£ this realm, infeftments and 
priviled^es grantit to . this Town be our Sovereign 
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Lords maist Noble Progenitors; except and always 
thir causes following, in the qnliilks tiie hail fourteen 
Deakens of Crafts sail be callit and adjoyned With 
them to give their special rote and consultation there- 
into, to Wit, In election of ike Proyest, Baillies, Dean 
of Gild, and Thesanrer, as said is ; In setting of Fens, 
or any manner of Tacks, attonr the yearly rowping 
upon Martbimass^yen ; In giving of b^iefiees and 
nther offices within Bni^h ; In granting of extents, 
eontributiotts, emprimits, and siddike; bigging of 
common warks ; and in disponing of common good 
above the som of twenty pound togidder. 

Providing NEVERTHELESS, that the Wahkixo o«* 
Deakens, not of the Counsel, nor ony the Bxakevi, 
of th^tt, .beand personaQy warned to ^^ Coujrsai.. 
that effect, and absenting themselves, swa oft the last 
Deacone, or any nther that was in lytt with him ^bnOi 
yeir, saU supplie their room ; and they beand personally 
warned, and absent, the r#st compearand sail have 
power to proceed : gif ony of the Provest, Bullies, 
and Counsel be absent, the rest wha are present sail' 
choose an uther in dieir room. And to avoid all sns- 
pidoun that has risen in times past, through the parti** 
cular assemblies, conventlouns, and iconvocations, con- 
trau; the acts of parliment, and to the trouble of the 
quyet state of this Bufgh. 

It is agreit and oondudit, that nather 
the Merchants amang themselves, na- CoxvEHTioxif. 

ther the Crafts and their Deakens, or visitors, sail have 
or make ony particular or general conventions, as Dea- 
kens with Deakens, Deakens with their Crafts, or 
Crafts amang themselves, far less to make privat laws. 



\ 



IS JDfSCmBST AftBtTEAX 

or statatiMi^ potad aad &treiisie at their airen hiotdtf 
for traittgressioiMs, by tlie advice aad consent of the 
Provesty BaiUteSy and GonnaeL 

Deak or Gild ErcHPFAKD always, that the 

XAT coirvszy uts Dean of Gild may assemUe lua Bna- 
CoTJMBKL. ther and Counsel, in their Gild 

Courts, conform to the ancient laws of the Gildrie, 
and priviledges theirof ; and that any ane Craft 
may conrein tegether amang themselft for the choosin^p 
of their Deaken, at the tyme iq»pointit theirto, aad in 
manner before exprest ; making of Masters, and try* 
ing of their handiewark allanerly : And gif ony Bro- 
ther^ or Deakens'of Crafts sail imd out, or deyyse any 
good heids that may tend to the weill of their Craft, 
they sail propone the same to dip Magistrats, wha sal) 
set forward an act or statute thainipon, and interpone 
their authority thereto, as it bees found reasonable. 

^ Item, As tuitching the Commission- 

C0MK18810VERS. . « 1. ^ ^ 1 ^ 

ers m Parlianiient, General Coun^ 

8el> «nd Commissioners in Conventioun of BurroWB, it 
is dionght guid be the Commonaris, that in ata tymes 
coming the ane of the Baids Commissioners for the 
Burgh of Edinburgh sail be chosen be the said Prorest 
and BaiUies, forth of the number and calling of Crafts- 
men, and that person to be an Burgess and * Gild- 
Brother of the Burgh, of the best, expert, wise, and 
honest reputatioun. 

It£h, It is agreed, that the Auditors of 
all the Town's comptis sail hereafter be 
choseiji of equal number of MerchibUts and Craftsmen, 
be the Provest, BaiMms, and CounseL 
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iTBMr Toward l]ielaii|^ contrbv^nlefe fbr . 
like Gildiie^ it is finaUy, with eommmr coii- 
«ent, appoyntit, agr^it and Goiioliidit» tkat aid welU 
Craftsmen as Merchants, sail be receiTed andadndtted 
6ild-bre€her, and the ane not to be refosit nor siBchidit 
therefra mair nor the nther, they being Borgttses of 
llio Bmgh, als meit and qualified thairfore ; and that 
CHld-bret&er to have liberty to use nier^handioe; Their 
admission and tryal of their qoaUficatiomi to be in the 
power and hands of the Pjrorest, BalUies, Thesanrer, 
and Counsel, with the Dean of Gild,' and his Counsel) 
qnhilk sail consist in equal number of Merchants and 
Craftsmen, Oild-brether, not exceiding the number of 
sex persons, by the Dean of Gild himself; and that no 
person, of whatever faculty soerer he be, sail bmik 
the benefit of an Gild-brother, without he be receivit 
and admittit thereto, as said is. 



• • 



Item, That na manner of person be BuroxmKs 
sufferit to use merchandice, or occupy Ca^rTS. * 
the handiewark of ane free Craft within this Burgh, or 
yet to exerce the liberty and priviledge of the said 
Burgh, without he be Burgess and Freeman of the 
same* 

* • * 

Item, Because the Merchants and Crafts- 
men of this Burgh are now to be incorporat 
in an Society, and to make an hail Town, and Com- 
mon-weill, it is thought expedient, and concludit, to 
abrogat the former custome of dividing and setting of 
extents, wherein the Merchants payit four parts, and 
the Crafts the fifth part : And theirfore it is agried, 
that as they watch and waird together, sWa in ail ex- 
tents, emprimits, contributiouns, and the like subsidies 
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to b« inposil v^oft Ae Bw^ Mercbaato amd €rsik6- 
men to bear the burdm and cbavge theirof indifPereitt* 
Ij over-bead» aoeor&ig to their ability and anbataneey 
titioir the bail qoitrterB of tiie Tdwo, wiAont diyiaiolm 
of the ifofla in Mwcbantt aad Craftsmen in 'any time 
eomiBg^ The ektentonis aaU be of equal nnmbra of 
Merchants and Cnilladien) eight persons of the ane 
eiOiilg^y aad eight persons of the ntheri to be eleeCiti 
siTDniy and roewMlt b« the Provesti BaiHies, and Coon* 
sel^ ont of the malst discreit and skjlfbl of all the Town^ 
void of all partial affeetlonn and hatred : And that na 
manner of person nsand the trade of Merchant or 
Craftsman, and o^^cupyand the friedome of the Borgh, 
and aUe to pay any extent, not beirand the office of 
Rrorest or Bailliesin the mean time, sail be any wayis 
exemit £» the real and aetoal payment thereof* 

CouECTiouK. ^™*'* ^ *^® ^^ ^^y ^ *^® Town, 

consaatand of Merchants and Craftsmern, 

does bear an common bnrden of watching, wairding, 
extentti^, and of the like portable charges, having aa 
common-good prop^ to none, swa neidM it is for mak- 
ing an eqnal unity, and eharitaUe concord, that there 
be in the hail Town but an collection, and an purse, 
not peculiar to any, but commoi^ to all, of the hail dew- 
ties and casualitie^ caUit the entres-silver of prenteis- 
sesi upiels, owldypennies, un-laws, and sickl^e, to be 
collectit in all times coming, and received baith of Mer- 
chants and Craftsmen, and put in an common piirse ; and 
to that effect the Merchants to take and hare prentices, 
as wellas Craftsmen, andtobeastrictedandobleisttheir- 
to, and na prentice always to be received of ather of them 
for shorter time nor the space of fyve yeirs compleit. 
Andforthe better knowledge to be hadheirof, andfor ob- 
serving an good ordour in collectioun of the same, that 



^iMfe ba an^oonsKm lH>d£ mniAf and krifit W tke com- 
mmi Oeork of this Bung^ preaenty and td eome^ wliera<- 
tn tka aanias of all jp^entkaa to MavaluMli atid Ciafta* 
maiiytlMiiaaMdf AairnuMter^dayof tlittr eBtriea, aad 
gpaoa of thw praiitiaealii]^ tall ba inaart aad baikit; 
far the quhOk tha^Ckrk aall have at ihAf btuking of 
ilk penMHl ses paiiniai» and for tke outdrangfit twalf 
peiiiiiaa» fohOk buik sail be to tka pre&tieaa an aadB- 
cient probatioui of Ua mitriea* and an ahacfo to the 
Gollect<Nra of aaid dewtiaak If any man be aa |«iantiaa 
hrirafltar, and not pot in tka aaid biukflua prentieaah^r 
aallbe toliimofnaaflFeot. Alswa»bojraaaona¥aiyiiv- 
dnatry is not of like vah>or andsabataanai it is daalairi|» 
that Uk rank or dograe of prentelssas sail pay, to w^ 
the Merchant prentiee^ and sic kind <^ people aa wwe 
wont to eirt^it with thenii and are not nadnr the said 
fourteen Crafits, to pay at his entres the day of his 
hoiking to the said collecdenn threttie shilling, and at 
his ap-set, or end of his prenteiship, fyfe pound. The 
prmteis to an Skynner, Chimrgian, Gol^mithi Slesh- 
er, Cordiner, Tailyeonr, Baxter, and Hammer-aian, at 
their entry and boiking, to the said collectioiiB twenty 
shilling, aad for their np«set fyve pund* The preatiQe 
to an Mason aad Wright at his entrie thretteeashSliag 
four peiiaies, and his ap-set three pwid sex shilliag 
eight pennies. The prentice to a Webster, Waker, 
Boaaet-maker, Furrioar, athis eatry tea shillings, aad 
for his up-set fiftie shillings : Aad thir dewties to be 
taae by their owldy-peaaies, aad dewties <^ their 
Bargeships : And to cause all persons to be mair wil* 
liag to eater thaaselves in preatoiship with the Bar* 
gesses and Frie-mea of the Buxgh, this priviledge ia 
grantit to the saids preateisses, that they sal pay aa 
mair for their BargesUp to the Deaa of GiUy butfyvp 
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pmi<U by the dawtiM foimfdB: And iii i«|;fiietitaliiNDi 
tyf the said eolleetfiotin^ irk&a any persons sail happen 
to be made Burgesses of M» Bnrg^h, wha was na pfen** 
teiM to an Meitihanty or Oi'aftiEiinan^ Frie Borgesa of 
the said Brngh, or has not eompleit his pi^nteiship) sail 
pay to the isaid oollectioun, at his admis^oun, the don- 
hie of the hafll prenteis or- entres-sUver) np-^etand 
bniking, ' by the dewty payft to die Dean of Gild for 
his BiHrgeship, or Gildrie, qnUlk is tweirty punds for 
his Bnrgeship, and fourty pond for his Oildrie ; tfae 
priviledge alwayes of the bairns of Bnrgesses and 
-Oild-brether not being prej aged heirby, qiiha sal] pay 
the anld accnstomed dewty to the Dean of Gtlcl alien- 
arly. Thir dewties and ooUectioims, casnidities of en- 
tres^silyery np-sets, oWkly-pennies, nn-laws, and side- 
like, to be received in all times comming, of ftU M^- 
chants and Craftsmen indifFereatiy, put in the said com- 
mon-purse, and imployit be the adryce and command 
of the Prorest, Baillies, and Connsel, for support and 
relief of the ^ilyiet anddecayet Biu*ge88e8, Merchants, 
and Craftsmen, their wyres, bairns, and anld servants, 
and uther poor indwellers of the Town* The Provest, 
Bnillies, Counsel, and haill Deakens, every yeir after 
electioun of the Magistrats, sail choose the collectors 
of the said dewties and casnalities, of equal number of 
Merchants and Craftsmen, and to devyse and set down 
sic good ordowr as they sail find meet and expedient 
for the perfyte and reddi^ in-bringing thereof. And 
last, Ihe said Collectors sail make yelrly ccHnpts of 
-their intromissioun theirwith, at the tyme of making 
-of the Town'^s oompts ; and saU find sufficient cantioun 
at their admissioun, for compt, redconing, aiHl paymei^ 
^/fem, it is ordained, that baith the saids parties, Mer- 
duints and Craftsmen, now present, and tlueir successors, 
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sali inviolably obsierye, keip and fulfil Aia present i^- 
pointment and Decreit-^arbitral, and every beid, clause, 
and article eonteinit therein. Likeas, bis Majesty and 
the saids Judges, wills and ordains tbem, vnlh wiUifl^ 
hearts to put in oblinon all bypast eaormities, imbrace 
and entertain love and amity, and as they are of ane 
City, swa to be of ane mind; then sail diey be acceptit 
of GrOD, stop the mouths of them quhilk tuik occasion 
be their division to slander the truth ; then sail they be 
mair able to do our Soveraigpi Lord acceptable servicOj 
and have an standing and flourishiiig Common-weal : 
And finally, his Majesty and the saicfs Judges will es* 
teem their lang travi^ls fruitfully biestowit. 

Attoub, his Majesty and the saids CxaTirxcATSoi( 
Judges, ordains the practice and exe- ., of the Set x. 
cation' of this present appointment and Ilecreet to be 
and begin after the day and datej^ereof, and to conti- 
nue, and be observit imd keepit as ane perpetual law in 
tyme coming; and whasoever contraveins the samen, 
«all be repute andhalden a^f» troubler of the quiet 
estate of the Common-'Weal, incurre j(he note of in- 
hmjf andforfauk and tyne thiur freedome for ever; 
and otherwise to be persewit and punishit a^ se- 
ditious persons, conform to the laws of the realm, with 
all rigor, and extremity : And ordains thir. presents to 
be ratified and approvet .in his Highness next Parlia- 
ment ; and, in the mean tyme, the same to be actit and 
registrat in the Bulks of Counsel and Session, and to 
have the strength of acts and decreets of the Lords 
thereof, and that their authority be interponit thereto, 
and letters and executorials to pass thereupon, in form 
as e£P<^. And for acting and registrating of the sa- 
men, makes and constitutes, Mr's John Sharp, John 
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Prestouii) Thomas Craig, and John Skeen, our procu* 
ratorSy conjmiclly and seyerally in vberiore format pro- 
fmUendo de ratcK In witness whereof, the saids Judges 
and Oyersmen, togidder with the Commissiona^v, in 
token of their ooasents and acceptation of the pranises* 
has subscrivit ihir presents with their hands, as follows, 
day, year and place foresaid* 

JAMES R. 



re- 



Robert Fairlie of Braid. 
Archibald Naper of Effin* 

beDie, Ejiight* 
James Johnstonn of El- 

phingstonn. 
John Coekbnm. 
Darid Lindsey. 
Robert Pont. 
Alexander Clerk, ProTost. 
Mr MSchael CSiisholme, 

BaiHie. 
Andrew Sdatter, Baillie. 
John Adamsone, BaiHie. 
Mr John Prestonn, Dean 

of GUd. 
Mungo Rnssel, Thesanrer. 
Robert Ker, younger, 
genry Charters. 
John Morison. 
John Harwood. 
John Robertson. 
William Nisbet. 



Alexander Naper. 
James Fergossone. 
William Manld. 
John Johnstonn. 
Edward Galbraith. 
Gilbert Primrose. 
John Wat. 
James Ker. (with my 

hand.) 
WiQiam Pringle. 
Edward Hairt 
John Baimsfiither, Tail- 

yonr. 
Thomas Dickson, 
Andrew WiDiamsone. 
Thomas Wright. 
William Bickerton. 
William Somer. 
Adam Newtonn. 
William Weir. 
William Cowts. 



with our hands at the pen led be the notars underwrit- 
ten, at our command, because we cannot write our- 
selves. 
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Ita est, Mr Alexander Guthrie^ noiaritu pubUeuSf ac 
testis in premissiSf^de numdatis didarum personamm 
scribere nesdentium^ ut assenterunt: Testantibus his meis 
sipno ae subscriptUme mamtaUbuSy Acta 14!. & Maji 25. 
158S. 

Ita esty Mr David Guthrie, cossotarius inpremissis de 
mandatis didarum personarum scribere neseieniium: 
Teste manu propria. 

Bxtraetum de Ubro ActoruMy per me Alexandnun 
Hay, €2sEi8ter Kennet, Clerietm Sotidorum Eegistri 
ae Coneiliiy S. I). N. JRegiSf sub meis signo etsubscrip-^ 
tione manuaUbus. 

Alexander Hay. 



THE 



DECREET-ARBITRAL 



OF 



LORD ILAY: 



T¥rH£tfB£AS by two seyeral snbmisgions, dated and 
^^ signed at Edinburgh, the ISth and 14th days of 
March 1729 years, by the Magistrates and Merchant- 
Conncil, and Deacons of Crafts, and Trades Counsel- 
lors of the said Burgh, on the one and other parts, and 
in the behalf, and pnrstiant to the powers therein men- 
tioned, seyeral questions and differences between the 
said Incorporations, and the said Magistrates and Mer- 
chant-Council, touching the matters therein set forth, 
were submitted to me as sole Arbiter, chosen and 
elected by both parties, and particularly, certain pro- 
cesses at their instance against others, depending be- 
fore the Lords of Council and Session ; and I having 
maturely considered the said mutual processes, with 
the minutes and claims, and answers, with the vouchers 
given in by them hinc inde, and heard parties procura- 
tors in my own presence viva voce, and having weighed 
the aiguments on each side, and perused the prece- 
dents laid before me jointly by both parties ; I give 



• 

fordi my final Setitence and Decreet«Arbitral, in man- 
no- and to the effect foUowing : THAT IS TO SAY, 
FINDS, DECERNS and DECLARES, That no 
person who has deserted and g^ven* orer the- praistice 
and exercise of his trade, and occnpation within thft 
city of Edinburgh, and liberties .thereof, nnless he re« 
side within the said town or liberties and at the same 
time subject himself, to the common burdens of the 
Town and Incorporation whereof he is free, or who is 
receiyed as a meniber or servant in any of the Town's 
hospitals, or who is a pensioner of the Town or Trade, 
or has or enjoys imy benefit or lucratiye office from 
the Tqwu or Trade, or who, at any time within six 
months preceding, has been reoeired, or wu. mem- 
ber, servant, or pensioner as aforesaid^ or held or 
enjoyed such benefice or lucrative office, hath, or 
ought to have any vote in the. election of a Deacon, 
or other officer of the Incoiporation, or in making 
up leets, in order, to the election of a Deacon or 
other officer, .or to act or vote in any meeting what-* 
soever of any Inc«rpoi«tion within the said City, 
An4 further, FINDS, DECERNS and ORDAINS^ 
Tl|at the usage and custom of presenting leets of six 
persons made by the several Inoorporationi, and attest^ 
ed by their respective Clerks, to the. Magistrates and 
Coimcil, in order to their making short leets of three 
for election of Deacons, be inviolably for ever observed, 
and that the short leets be returned by them out of the 
said leets of six, regularly and legally made and attest- 
ed: But FINDS, DECERNS, and DECLARES, 
That the Council, to whom the new Deacons are to be 
presented, and by whom they Are by the Sett to be au- 
thorized in their offices* are, by the nature of the thing, 
aii4 the precedents, and consistentiy with the Sett,- 
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J«%e« in the fint instance, of qnestifms diat may be 
stirrod concerning die right of persons daiming to he 
admitted into the ofice of Deacon ; subject neverthe- 
less to Gomphiint, and the review of the proper Conrt, 
as accords of the law : And FINDS, DECERNS, and 
DECLARES, That the Provost has rig^t to the first 
vote in every matter and thing, and to a casting vote, 
in case of an equality, and to no other or further vote 
in any case whatsoever: And also FINDS, DE- 
CERNS, and DECLARES, That according to the 
Sett of the Town, there must be three persons in every 
leet for the several offices of Provost, Dean of Gild, 
and Treasurer, and twelve persons in the leet for J^ail- 
Vm : But it is not determined by the Sett, whetherthe 
said leets should contain one and twenty different per- 
sons; and the usage appears to be in the contrary, 
whidi therefore ought to prevaiL And further 
FINDS,^ DECERNS, and DECLARES, That the 
Deaeims Extraordinary, or not of the Council, have 
a vote in dinsing proxies for the absent members of 
the Ordinary Council at tiie annual election, in all steps 
where they have a right to be present: And also 
FINDS, DECERNS, and DECLARES, That the 
rig^ of calling the Council, Ordinary and Extraordi- 
nary, belongs to the Provost or Preses of the meeting ; 
and, upon an execution returned, of the members being 
summoned by the said Provost or Preses his order, 
thirteen of the Ordinary, and seventeen of the Extraor- 
dinary Council, may proceed and act in the same man- 
ner, as if all the members were present : But if the 
Provost or Preses shall happen to neglect, or shall re- 
fuse to call a Council on Wednesday, the ordinary 
Council-day, a majority of the said Council may, forty- 
eight hours preceding the ordinary and stated time of 
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meetingy require the aforesaid Provost or Preses, un- 
der form of instrament, to call a Council, and, upon 
his refusal or neglect to comply with ike demand 
so made, the majority of the said Council may 
meet .on the said usual and stated time, and proceed to 
do business: And FINDS, DECERNS, and DE- 
CLARES, That the Council, Ordinary and Extraor- 
dinary, have the sole power and right of governing t e 
Trinity Hospital, and cannot delegate the same to any 
other person or persons whatsoever : And DECERNS 
and ORDAINS the aoconyts of the town to he fitted 
and audited within the year to which the same accompts 
relate, or within three months after the expiration of 
the said year ; and that no article of depursement of 
the Town's money ought to be allowed, unless the 
same be sufficiently vouched : And FINDS and DE* 
CERNS, That the expence of all public treats ought 
to be previously authorized by the Council, and attest- 
ed, when laid out, by two of the Council, or more, who 
are hereby ordained to write, or cause to be written on 
the bUls, the date and occasion of the expence, and the 
person's name to whom the same was paid, or is due, 
and to sign the said bills and report, and produce them 
in Council within a month at farthest, after the said ex- 
pence is incuirod. And further FINDS, DECERNS, 
and DECLARES, That the said Extraordinary Dea- 
cons of Crafts have right to give their special vote and 
consultation, annually in electing and chusing the 
members of the Dean of Guild Court of Edinburgh.; 
but that they have no vote in the election of the officers 
of the Train-bands, the Constables, and Bailies of the 
public markets of the City, and their Assistants, Kirk 
and College Treasurers, Stent-masters, and Auditors 
of the Town's accompts ; nw in electmg and diusittg 
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the Baron BaOies of the Subiu1>8, namely, the Bailief 
of Leithy Cai|ongate» Portsburgh, and Caltonn, the 
Magistrates and Ordinary Council having the only 
right of chusing the said officers. But FINDS, DE- 
CERNS, and DECLARES, That the said Extraor- 
dinary Deacons har^ a right, and onght to be adjoin- 
ed witb the Ordinary Council, at least ought to be le- 
gally called for that end, when they are to proceed to 
the election of Provost, Bailies, Dean of Guild, or 
Treasurer, or to set feus or any manner of tacks, attour 
the yearly rouping on Martinmas Even ; or to give be- 
nefices, and other offices within the Burgh ; or to grant 
extents, contributions, emprimets, and concerning pub- 
lic buildings, or to dispose of the common good, above 
the sum of twenty pounds Scots together. And fur- 
ther, FINDS the said Extraordinary Deacons have 
right to vote in chusing Committees for deliberating 
upon, and preparing all or ainy of the said matters, and 
are also capable of being members of the said Commit- 
tees. And as to the article of Commissioners for and 
from the Burgh, which includes a case relating to the 
privilege of Parliament, the same is hereby to receive 
no determination, of consent and at the desire of both 
parties. And also, DECERNS and ORDAINS the 
minutes of Council to be read and signed in open 
Council, the next Council-day immediately af^r they 
shaU. have received a second reading. And touching 
the office of Convener, and the meetings of Deacons and 
Craftsmen among themselves, FINDS the office of 
Convener has the authority of too long usage, and has 
been too much admitted by the Magistrates and Coun- 
<^, to be at this time called in question, and that the 
meeting of the Deacons has been also long practised ; 
but that, by the Sett of the Town, neither the Mer-» 
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AmoU among thenufdvesy nor the Crafts and their Dea- 
cons or yisitors, can have, or make any particular or 
general conventions, as Deacons with Deacons, Dea- 
cons with their Crafts, or Crafts among themselyes, 
without the advice and consent of the Provost and 
Council, excepting the cases in the said Set particular- 
ly excepted ; and that the meeting said to be frequent- 
ly held the first Tuesday after Michaelmas, in the man- 
ner, and with the circumstances the same is particular- 
ly set forth in the Dedarator of the Merchants, can in 
noways he contained in the said exceptions. And 
FINDS, DECERNS, aud DECLARES, That by- 
laws, made by the Incorporations for themselves, are 
of no force, unless they are ratified by the Magistrates 
and Council. But FINDS, That the said M&gistrates 
and Council have no power to make by-laws whereby 
the said Incorporations and their successors can be 
bound to admit all such persons as shall request the 
same, and shall appear to the Magistrates and Council 
to be well skilled and qualified to occupy and practise 
in their Crafts, upon payment of such valuable consi- 
deration as should be rated and determined by the said 
Magistrates and Council. And likewise FINDS, That 
they have no power to controul the management of 
the several stocks belonging to the said Incorporations, 
or to make by-laws concerning the same. And this I 
give forth as my final sentence and Decreet-arbitral 
betwixt'the said parties ; and DECERNS and OR- 
DAINS them to abide by, and fulfil the same, each to 
other, in all time coming. In witness whereof, I have 
subscribed these presents, written on this and the pre- 
ceding page, by Henry Pujolas my servant, at London, 
^e twelfth day of March 1729-30, before these wit- 
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ffidind Imnembmy and tbe iboye ssid Henrf 
my servmnlii. 



ILAY. 



Richard Lancashire, witness. 
Hen. Pujolas, m itness. 
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ACT determining the time how long the Lord Pro- 
vost, BaillieSy Dean of Gild, and Thesaurer of the 
said Bnrghy ought to continue at one time in their 
respective offices. 



At JStUnbfirghy Aejbrsi day of October ^ One titausand six 
hundred and eeventy^ghi years. 

fllHE which day the Lord Provost, Baillies, Coun- 
-^ cil, and Deacons of Crafts, Ordinar and Extraor. 
dinar, being conveened in Council, taking to their se- 
rious and impartial consideration, that the laws of thii 
and all other well-govemed nationes, doe oppose most 
vigoronslie the perpetuating of Magistrals within 
towns and burghs, as that which inhanses the govern- 
ment (that ought to be alterable, according to the me- 
rits of the citisens) into the hands of on, or very few, 
who may easiHe thereby exclude other well-deserving 
neighbours from the government, and might appropriat 
or embeasle the common-good at their pleassour, and 
thereby wreathe an insupportable yoke upon the neck 
of their fellow-citizens, and upon the place of their na- 
tivity and residence : And having, by experience, found 
many moe disadvantages rising by such unwarrantable 
and affected elections, and that even amongst the best 
persones, whom tyme and opportunity did too fre- 
queiitly tempt and corrupt ; in so ^ as it was found 
necessary, by our predecessors, to be precise and spe- 
cial as to the tyme of the continuatione of their Magis- 
trats ; whicl^, according to the nature of all laws, they 
did enact in general terms, not having an eye to any 
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particular penones; well foneing, that albeit tome 
persones in the goTemment of the Burgh, mighty for 
on or two yeares, behave thenwelTes to thesatagfactione 
t>f the neighbours, knowing their tyrae to be determin- 
ed and fixed by law ; yet that the same persones, eon- 
tinowing longer, being left to their own freedome and 
libertie to perpetuate themselyes in the goyemment as 
long as they could by faction and interest, might, in 
proces of tyme, d^penerate and prore comqpt; and 
that tiie inconyeniencies in remoying such deserring 
persones from the goyemment of the Burgh, cannot by 
many d^;rees ballanoe die tnnonenrt^le and rugt ifl 
consequences which naturally and inefvitably attend 
the indefineteness and undeterminatenessof the tym% m 
relation to the continowance of the Magistrates 
^his Burgh ; especially seeing the affairs of die city < 
sustain Utde or no prejudice by the jCooncils being 
cessitate to remove from the goyemment persones whe 
We giv«. proof of their ijgaty iuriJXir M. 
nistration ; in r^gaird the remedy iain their own hands^ 
and they may, out of a dew resentment of lomuur good 
senrices, elect of new the saids pefswies widiin few 
years efter they are removed from the Mkgmtxfief^ 
Upon all which considerationes (and in respect diat in 
this Metropolitant city of the kingdom^ there b alwayes 
a sufficient number of able and weU-qnalified eitioens 
fit for the Magistracy thereof) the Couneil, upon the 
fifth day of October 1658 yeares, lying aside dieir own 
interest, and the consideration of the power they then 
possest, did pass an act, . declaring, That the Lord Pro- 
vost, Dean of Gild, and Thesaurer of diis Burgh^ 
should not continowe longer in their respective offices, 
then on, or, at the most, two yeares together at on tyme; 
and that the Baillies of this Burgh should be but on 
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year BaSUey en year Old BaiHie, and on yeikr £ree of 
office ; and should nol be put upon tbe leif» to be Bail*- 
lies tiU these yearea expired. Under which act Ae 
fieig^oiirs tiyed happily, until Miehaehnas 1664 yeare% 
at which tyme the said aot was rescinded. And thero- 
allter, the Good Town having found too mudt thoin*- 
eouT^ueneies that followed that rescbsioni the same 
did necessitate some of the citizens to raise a dedurft- 
tw of the Town's prlTikdgvs beiore the Lords of Ses- 
sion ; the result of which process wes, tkst the ssids 
Lordsy by their just and wise sentence in February 
1673 yeares, decerned, for preventing all future in- 
fSBoaAmeats npon die Tirwn*iipriv9edges in duit poynt, 
that the said act should he revived and fttrtiiar seemed* 
by adjecting a considerable penalty, and an oath, which 
everie^Miif^btrate'anAmembeP'oC theCeluiMis to €alc% 
the d»y^of thoelectiDnof Ae MagistnMtes, ferifie more 
inivebUe keeping aad obseBTvikig of liie said lict : And 
In thoaame aenfcenee'aad decreet of the Lords ol Ses^ 
sion, tludsaid aetie'«tfaing(feh«tdoeriaCAittnaertasliieir 
deeeniilBiw^ and vsado'a part of the^ Audaauntid ge»* 
4Permn«ftt o£4he €hs»4 lesni : Andacoordingiy) ever 
fiinoe, upon tiu».eleetio» day, the said oath is adminip 
at«at and taken by 'the wMe OonneiL And ^be pre*- 
sent Cooncil being highly sensible of the many good 
elisots whkkhave Mlowed the observance of the said 
acta for sevvralyears pasti and being desyrons to shew 
how wiQing they are that wd^deserving citicens shedld 
have a share in the government of the City by tnms, 
in whid& they hope that every on of Asm will, by a 
generous emulation, exceed <Hie another in their care 
of, and kindness to, the Good Town ; and to extm* 
gnish all hopes of perpetoating the power in their ewn 
hands, or in the hiutds of such as sh^ be aAm ne ed 
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thereto in tyme coming ; and to prevent vSk sydingt^ 
and factions amongst the inhabitants upon such designs, 
whereof the Council are very confident (seeing how 
persones are removed from the Magistracy, not out of 
humour and pique, as was formerly supposed, but by 
the i^pointment and determination of the law :) They 
have tho^ore ordained the saids acts to be printed, 
that none of the neighbours may pretend ignorance, 
but noay regulate themselves accordingly i Of which 
acts the tenoi^ fottows : 



AtEdMvrgky OieTiJtkdagtf Odober, One Aausand 
iix kundred'J^ eight yean. 

npHE whidi day the Lord Provost, BaiDies, and 
-^ Council new and old, and whole Deacons of 
Craftes, Ordinar and Eactraordina^ behig convened 
in Coimsell, and (having called upon the Lord for a 
blessing upon their affairis and indeavours) taking it to 
Aeir serioos conrideration, the gveftt prejodUee which 
this City, and good ffffnaaxiMeA thnrei^ hea sos- 
teinned by the long continowanee of Provosts, Dean of 
Gild, and Tbesanreni, in AeiErplaees,aiid 1^ too great 
precipitancy whiek hes been practised in bringing in of 
Baillies to place and office, befoir their ordmarie course 
and seasone : For remeid i^iereol^ and to the effect 
that love, concord, and unity may be kept, not only 
amongst the wholl Counsell, but alio amongst the neigh- 
bors and inhabitantis of this City; It is manimously 
agriet upoun, statnto and ordained, that, in aU tyme 
coming, the Provest, Dean of €Hld, and Thesanrer of 
this Brugh, sail not be elected or continowed in their 
req^ective offices, longer than on, or at most twa yeirea 
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togidder at on time; and that the Baillies of thu 
Bnigh, in all tyme heirefter, sail only be on yeir Bail- 
lie, on yeir Old Baillie, and on yeir free of office ; 
and sail not be pnt in the lyttis to be Baillie, nntill 
those yeires be past. And further, it is statute and or- 
dained, That whoever hes bein, or sail be Dean of Gild, 
is, and sail be alwayis .heirefter capable to be lyttit and 
chosen BfuUie, as the Counsell sail think fit : And that 
no Thesanrer sail be capable to be lytted for, or elected 
a Baillie, till snch tyme as the accomptis of his intro- 
missioun, the tyme of his being Thesanrer, be fitted and 
approvin be the Counsel, And fot the better obser- 
vance of the premisses, ordaines this present act ilk yeir 
to be solemnly read in presence of the Counsel, the 
day of making the lyttis of the Magistratis, befoir the 
Counsdl proceid to the making of the lyttis. As also, 
upon the day of electioim of the Magistratis, befoir the 
Counsell doe anie thing in relatioun to the said elec- 
tion, that none may pretend ignorance. 



At JEdinburgby thefourA day of March^ One thousand 
six hundftd seventy'three years. 

nnHE which day, the Prorest, Baillies, Council, and 
^ Deacons of Crafts, Ordinar and Extraordinar, 
being conveened in Council, taking to their serious 
consideration ane act made by the Prorest, Bullies, 
and Council for the tyme, bearing date the f yfth day of 
October, One thousand six hundred fifty-eight years, 
whereby, upon the great and weighty considerations 
therein mentioned, it was statute and ordained, that in 
aU tyme coming, the Provest, Dean of Oild, and The- 
sanrer of this Burgh, should not be elected nor conti- 

o2 
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newed in their'respecdye oiBceSy longer thail ane, or at 
most twa years togither at ane time ; and that the Biul<« 
lies of this Bnrgh in all time thereafitir, should only 
be ane yeare BaiUie, ane yeare Old Baillie, and ane 
yeare ft*ee of office ; and shonld not be putt in the 
Leitts to be Baillies, until these years be past, as at 
more length is conteined in the said act : And finding, 
that the said act is in itsdf most jnst and necessar for 
the good of this Burgh, and conform to the lawes and 
acts of Parliament, made anent the election of officers 
as Magistratts within this Bnrgh ; Therefore the Coun- 
cil does RATIFIE, APPROVE, and REVIVE the 
said Act, in the whole heads, articles, and clauses of 
the samen ; and ordaines the samen to hare full effect, 
and to be putt to execution in all tyme coming ; and 
dedairs this present general ratification to be as valide 
and effectuall, as if the said act were herein particularly 
insert : Whereanent the Council have dispensed, and 
hereby dispenses for ever. Likeas the Council does 
rescind and annul all former acts tt^hich are any wayes 
prejudiciall to, or inconsistant with the said act : And 
particularlie, doe rescind and annul an act bearing date 
the fourth day of October, One thousand six hundred 
sixty-four years, rescinding the foresaid act, bearing 
date the fy£t day of October, One thousnnd six hun- 
dred fyfty-eight years ; and declairs the said last act to 
be void and null, and to be prejudicial and derogatorie 
to the lawes and acts of Parliament, and to the Sett 
and Decreet-arbitral, and the fundamental liberties and 
privilege of this Burgh. Likeas, the Council being 
desireous that the forsaid act, of the date the fyft day 
of October, One thousand six hundred fyfty-eight 
years, should be inviolablie observed in all tyme co- 
ming ; and that all practices, invasions, and violations 
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STATUTE aad ORDAINE, That the Prevest, Bail, 
lies, CoitBcill, and Deaocma of Crafts> Ordinar and Ex* 
traordinary for the tyme^ shall take an oath for the in- 
violably observing of the said act in all tyme ooniing» 
and ^nt, directly nor indirectly, they shall doe nothing 
prejadioiaU thereto ; and which oath is to be yeirlie 
adininistwedy apd taken by the Proves!, BaiHies, Dean 
of Gild) Thesanrer^ and niiole Conncili having vote in 
the election of the Al^stratts : And that immediately 
before their goii^ abont the said election, the said aet 
is to be pablidy red in Gonncill, and the oath adminis^ 
trated. And faither, the Council doe statfite and or- 
daine, That all eledions heveaftir to be made, that are 
not conforme to the said we^ shall be> ipse factor void 
and null ; and the persons swa to be elected, dedaire^ 
to be naei^able of bearing any office of Magistracii( 
within the said Bnrgh, longer than is prescrived by the 
said act; end the electws ctf a&y pinions as Magistvatts> 
contrair to the said ac% to be hdden and repute as 
nnfamons persones, and Invad^-sof the just liberties 
aid privileges of the said Bui^h, and lyable in the 
sornne <^ ane tiiousand merks Sootts money, eatoh ane 
of them to be applyed be the sight and advice of the 
liords of Privie Cocmcill, and Lords of Sessioti, for thc» 
common good of this Bragh ; and the penalty of five 
^ousand merks, money foresaid, to be inflicted upon^ 
such persones as shall happen to be eleeted contrat^ 
to die said act, in case they doe attempt to exerce any 
office within the said Burgh, otherwfiyes then is pre« 
scryved be the said act, and are deolaired by thir pre*? 
seats, and that with all rigour. And it is hereby ex* 
preslie provided and dedaired by thir presents, that 
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exectttion tlmll pas^ hereupon for tke knplemeiit and 
MfiUing of every poynt^ danss, and penaltie of tliii 
act, at iAie instance of any mwchand, that hes been, or 
hweaftir shall be members of the Coancil of this Burgh ; 
or at the instance of any tradesman, that hes been^ or 
shall hereaftir be membcnrs of the Coondl of this Bnrgh ; 
or shall hereaftir be Deacons of Crafts, or Crafts-conn- 
seUers in any tjme coming, and that against the eon- 
trareeners and breakers of dus present act. Likeas it 
k hereby declared, That it sail be lawiuU md compi- 
tent to any persooe to protest against any snch illegal 
elections, and whi^ protestations the clerk is to insert 
in record, and that the same sail be repute^ to be true 
and fiuthM service for ^e good and interest of this 
Bmgh. And lastly. The said Lord Frovest, BaiHies, 
and Coancil, for tiie better socnrity of this present act, 
In all poynts, does, by their solemn oath, in verbis de 
prmaenHy protest before Ck>d Almighty, that they sail 
observe this present act, in all the heads, dansses, and 
articles thered^, inviolably in all tyme coming. And, 
for the more security, thesaids I/ord Provest, Baillies, 
and Council, consents to the registmtion hereof in tfie 
Books of Sederunt of the Lords of Session, or the or* 
dinar Books of the saids Lords of Council and Session, 
to have the strength of ane decreet of their Lordships 
interponed thereto, that letters and execntorials neces- 
sar may pas hereon, and the homing on a simple charge 
of sex dayes allenariy : And, for that effect, constitnts 
Mr John Lawder advocate, their procurator. In wit- 
ness whereof (written be William Mackie, writer in 
Edinburgh), they have subscrived thir presents with 
their hands, day, place, and yeare of God foresaid, bef* 
foir thir witnesses, - 
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Mr Robert Lawder, portioner of Bdharen, writer 
in BdmbiiTgli, and Alexander Gay,' writer there, 
inserter of the date and witnesses. 

Sic subseribitury 
A. Ramsay, ProTost. | David Swintonn. 

Thomas Calderwood, Bail- 1 John Jossie. 



lie. 
John Hall, Baillie. 
Alexander Pitcaim,BaiIlie. 
Robert Learmond, BaQIie. 
Walter Borthwiek, Dean 

of Gild. 
Thomas Robertson, The- 

sanrer. 
James Cnrrie. 
John Johnstonn. 
Andrew Cheyn. 
William Binning'. 
David Boyd. 
Francis Khiloch. 
Mnngo Wood. 
William Carmichael. 
James Riddel. 



Lawrence Adinstoun. 

Alexander Bnllerwall. ' 

Robert EIHot 

George Gardner. 

Hary Barclay. 

Thomas Camble. 

Bdward Cleghom. 

James Paterson. 

Robert Newl 

David Mnir. 

John Carss. 

George Johnstonn. 

William Stevenson. 

W+H. William Hopkins, 

hid mark. 

Ro. Lawder, 
Alex. Gay, 



er,) 



witnesses. 



The principal act, subscribed upon the back by the 
Lord President of the Session, is reg^strate in the 
Books of Council and Session, and kept amongst the 
Warrants of the said Decreet. 

The Council of Edinburgh has, at aU their respec- 
tive Elections, ever since the said decreet of the Lords 
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of SoMioii» sworn to the imriolabld otMierVatioii of the 
said aety and their names are recorded in the Council 
Books of iAie said Bnrgh* 



At EdsMmrghy the Tw^ik Day of Aa/gMty One ihau* 
sand seven hundred cmdtwen^^eixyecm* 

fllHE which day^ the Lord Prorost, MagistrataSy and 
-^ Connelly wifh the Deacons of Cra£fc» Ordinary 
and Extraordinary^ cpnsideriii^y That for the oraii- 
ment and improrement of this City, and for iocreasiniif 
of the annual revenue thereto belonging, tacks of seve- 
ral parts of its property hsrve been granted^ namely^ of 
the waste ground lying within the same and its liber- 
ties, and that for long terms of years, and at small and 
inconsiderable tack-duties, for enabling tacksmen to 
have made such ornament, and to have carried on such 
improvements, by building of tenements, houses, shops, 
and cellars, thereon. Considering likewise, That such 
tacksmen and their assignies have not only been reim- 
bursed of the whole expence by them bestowed on 
building of such tenements, houses, shops, and cellars^ 
by tile profits that have thence to them arisen; but 
abo, that they have thereby profited considerably ; yet 
that thro* inadvertency, prolongations of such tacks 
have been granted from time to time, at the foresud 
Ipw tack-duties, contrary to the intention for which 
s|ich tacks were originally granted ; and whereby the 
Good Town has been extremely prejudged. Consider- 
ing also, That the state of the revenues belonging to 
this City, and of the regular expence thereon charge- 
able, is such, as not only doth necessarily require the 
foresaid tenements, houses, shops, and cellars, on the 
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eypiyatian" of the said taoks and prdongatioii^ and 
all other tenamantSy houiea, ahof 8> and ceUan, be- 
longing in property to this City, should not be leased 
ooty or tacks or feu-rights thereof granted* for any , 
rent or dnty below two third parts of the real rent 
thereof, free of all demands, on account of reparation , 
thereto necessary, and of publicbnrdens thereon charge'* 
able ; but also, that no part of the other property be- 
longing to this City should be set in tack, or feued ont^ 
for any rent or duty below the real rent thereof. Con^ 
sidering further, Tliat this City is restpuned by law . 
from contracting any debt, whereby, unles# its annual, 
revenue be sufficient to defray its annual regular, 
expence, and be #ven sufficient to defray what exr* 
pence may be pccadoned by a calamity or i^ccident,. 
it will be a discouragement to; any to sucqoed to the. 
administration ; and that the revenue cannot be made 
sufficient to these purposes, otherwise than by a strict 
adherance to the rules hereby laid down : Tlierefore, 
the said Lord Provost^ Magistrates, and Council, with, 
the Deacons of Craft, Ordinary and Extraordinary, do 
hereby statute and ordain, That neither thioy, nor their^ 
successors in office, shall hereaftcf^ on any pretext 
whatever, during the currency of any tack or tadk^. of 
all or any of the aforesaid houses^ tenement^, ubpft^o^ 
cellars, grant any prolongations thereof, till within 
twelve months of their expiration ; and that they shall 
not grant any new tacks or feu-rights thereof, or of 
any other houses, tenementSi shops, and cellars, belong-i 
ing in property to this City, for any rent which shall be 
below two third parts of the real rent thereof, nett and 
free from any demand or deduction, on accoimt of re* 
parations thereto necessary, or of public burdens there- 
on chargeable ; and that neither they nor their said 
successors in office, shall hereafter, on any pretext 
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whalieTdr, flea out, or set in tack, any part of the pro« 

C belonging to tbii City, other than that of the 
«fj tenements, ghops, and ceUars, before mention- 
ed, for a fen-duty or rent which shall be below the Ml 
real rent thereof. And for avoiding any donbt or dis- 
pute that may arise touching the amount of the afore* 
8|dd realrenl^ either with regard to atack or feu-right; 
It is hereby statnted and ordained, That for hereafter 
no tack or fen-right of any part of the premisses shall 
be made or granted, till the amount of the real retit 
thereof be instructed senpidf or by the oaths of unex*- 
eeptionable witnesses ; otherwise that the same be set 
or feued to the highest bidder, at a public roup, duly 
advertised for at least the space of twenty days previ- 
OQS thereto: Provided nevertheless. That it shall be 
still leisome and lawful to the said Lord Provost, Ma- 
gistrates, and GouncQ, and their successors, to grant 
tacks or feu'^rights of all or of any of the mills belong- 
ing to this City, on such terms and conditions as shall 
to them appear to tend. most to the advantage and be- 
nefit of this City, any thing 'herein contained to the 
contrary notwithstanding. And to the effect that thir 
presents maybe inviolably observed, the said Lord 
Provost, Magistrates, and Council, with the Deacons of 
Craft, Ordinary and ESxtraordinary, do hereby statute 
and ordain, That an oath, according to the formula 
hereto subjoined, shall.be taken and swore to by them 
and their siud successors, in manner after mentioned, 
piz, by themselves on the Council-day next hereafter, 
and by their suctessors annually, on the Council-day 
when the Lord Provost and Magistrates are elected, 
immediately after their election. Further statutes and 
ordains. That if the Lord Provost, or any of the Ma-* 
gistrates and Coandl; or if any of the said Deacons of 
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Crafts, Ordinary and Extraordinary, and their said suc- 
cessors, shall, after the said times appointed for taking 
of the said oath, and the same being tendered to them, 
presume to proceed and act by Tirtue of their offices, 
until they take and swear the oath as before ipen- 
tioned, shall thereby, without any declarator to that 
purpose, not only forfeit their said offices, but shall 
also forfeit their titles to the freedom of this 
City. Likewise statutes and ordains, Hat all feu- 
rights and leases of any part of the aforesaid property, 
which shall be made and granted contrary to the tenor 
and intent hereof, shall be deemed to be roid and nuU; 
and the clerks, and their successors in office, are not 
only hereby discharged from extending any feu-right 
or lease contrary to the tenor and intent hereof; but 
also they are hereby ordained, to read thir presents in 
Council, and to tender the aforesaid oath to the whole 
members, as before directed, and to mark the names of 
such members as shall refuse to take and swear the 
same, on pain of forfeiting their offices. Also statutes 
and ordsuns, That henceforth, in the month of Octo- 
ber a&nually, a list shall be made out by the Good 
Town's accomptant, of all shops, houses, cellars, and 
others aforesaid, belonging to this City, the tacks 
whereof are to expire within the term of one year next 
thereafter ; and that for the perusal of all concerned, 
the afbresud list, so soon as made annually, shall be 
affixed to pasteboard, and hungup in the Council Cham- 
ber ; and that the Commissioners from this City to the 
Conrention of the Royal Burrows lay thir presents be- 
fore the said Convention, and desire that the same may 
be by them approven, and that their authority may be 
thereto interponed. Extracted by 

Adam Watt. 
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FOmf VLA €¥ THE FORESAID OATIU 

X A. B* in M« pre9enee tf the Abniffkfy God, do tm- 
-^ oerefypromise and twear. That dimedyar mdirat^ 
fyf I thaU noi oameni to the ffmnting cf tmy feu-right, €fr 
to the gramlkig or proUmging of any leoK of cmy part of 
the property belonging to this CU^, eontrary to Ike tenor 
andkUeniof this Aot: butthat IdmUoppoee the eamt 
toViefOmoetif my power. Sohelpme €ML 



ACT BeClliiig'' and deterttdnibg iSxer naoe at wMcb tite 
Merduurtii and CrafbRnen - are tor aisembli^ tlien^ 
ukfo»y, o& the appearalbee of any Mob ot Dftorder. 

AtEiMurgh, fklAnguei, ITSi. 

r 

fllHE Lord BroTOcrtv Magistsates^ and CouncS, with 
-^ the Deaoons'of Crafts^ Ordkiary and EadanMnrdir 
nary, in Council assembled, having takmi nndes their 
seiions consideration/^That i^on the 7th of Septendier 
last, a nnmber of unknown^ dissdute, wicked, and dis- 
ordeiiy persons got into this City, and did surprise the 
City-Guard, and broke open the doors of the prison^ 
and did conmut a most barbarous and inhuman murd€i«, 
which has been attended with consequences very p«p^ 
nicious to this community. Further, considering, 
That for the peac»& and presenration of this City^ and 
its just rights and privileges, necesswry it is, That 
all possible precaution be speedily tidcen to pr^r^it 
the like for hereafter, wherein every citken and 
inhabitant are by many ties bound, to assist; and 
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tkal one nsefiil precaalioB if , to fix and detenoine 
pn^r places, at wbich tke. Magiataates, widi tlia 
MerchaBt-Cooiidly the Maater and Assistaiita of tlie 
MerdbaotoCompuiy^ the ]>eaooii<*C!oiiven«ry iritii Aa 
wtete Deaeona of Oafta^ and their req^eotire Box^ 
loaateia and Qoarter-maBtera, witk the Pkresea of the 
Society ci Barber% and their Box-SMiater and Quarter* 
maafer; the Societiea of Captain% Lieatenanla, and 
Bhingna ; the Society of Cenatafalea^ and iJie- Society 
of F^ue4naatera» with tiieic req»eetiTe companies, SM^y 
aeveraiDy assemble themsebrea iq»on tlie first a{^pearanee 
or Botiee of ei^sery uproar, mob, cr tonmlt, which ahall 
]»ppeawithki iMm City, or within uyof itrpnvikg.% 
witJumt waiting fi>r any waamig or notiee by beat of 
dmm, or alarom-beil^ or any oAer manner of ymy ; 
tliat therenqKNft. means aad^endaavoDni may be conoart* 
ed and directed by the Magisteatea themselresy or by 
the Magistratea with the Council, necessary to prereni 
or snmireas vndi nproara, mobs, or tomnlts, whereby 
thb CSiy may be effBatnally aeoured againat snch smv 
^siseaaa happenML during the.tkne of the aferesasd 
mob: Therefore, the Iionl Provost^ Magiafarates, aad 
Coenca, witiL tho Deaoeaui of CraAsi Ordiapvy and 
Bactmordinaryv did, and hereby da nnanimonsly BN-^ 
ACT and OfiI>AIN» Thali heieaftar, the pbcea nt 
whicb the Magistrates and Couneil* and the aeTend 
Societies herein before and after mentioBed^ shall a»* 
semUe themselves (upon the first appearance or netiee 
of every uproar, mob, or tonnlt^ wUch hfireaAnr may 
happen, without* waiting any wahnngor further nrotioe^ 
aa herein before mentioned) shall be as follews, via* 
The Magistraitos and whole Merehant-Connoil, witli 
the Master of the Msrchant-Company, and his Aasiatf* 
ants^ at the ConncilrChamber ; the Deacon-Canvcner, 
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and the other thiiteen Deacons of Crafts, witb their 
respectiye Box-mastersy and respective Qiiarter«iiias« 
tersy together with the Preses of the Barbers, and thek 
Qiiarter*master% at the Borrow-Room ; the Society of 
Captains,^Lientenaat% and Ensigns, at the Laighi Cons- 
cil-HoQse ; the Society of the Constables, at the Lobby 
to the Inner Session-House ; the Society of Fire-mas- 
ters, with dieir seTeral companies, at that place 
in the Outer Parliament^Honse where the Sheriir- 
Court sits for the administration of Justice. Fnrtb^, 
It is hereby ENACTED and ORDAINED, That the 
sevend members of the said Jlercihaat-Con^aay, and 
aforesaid Societies of Deamns, Pveses, B<a>masterB, 
with their siud Quarter-masters, Ci^tains^ lieatenants. 
Ensigns, Constables, and Fire-masters, with their com* 
panics, do accordingly assemble themselves at the fore- 
said respectiye places, to be ready to receiye and exe- 
cute what orders and direcliotta shallbe given, either 
by the Magistrates themselves, or by any of them, or 
by the Magistrates and Conncil, toudking the emergcmt 
upon whicb they>are assembled, and that under the 
pain and penalty of one hundred pounds Scots mc^aey, 
to be paid by every offender to the Kirk-Treasnrer, 
and his successors m ofice, for die use of the conmion 
poor, for every offence which shall be committed know* 
ingly and willingly against this mrdinance. Also, it is 
hereby ENACTED and ORDAINED, that the Store- 
keeper, the Mace-bearer, the Dean of Guild Officers, 
and the sixteen Town Officers in their livery coats, 
with their halberts, and their respective successors ' in 
office, do severally attend the Magistrates and the 
Council-Chamber, when and so often as they shall be 
assembled there, upon any apprehension of disturbance 
or disorder from mobs or riots, on pain of d^Nrivatioii 
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£rom their rMpeetire employments. Likewise it is 
hMeby ENACTED snd ORDAINED, Tiiat copies 
of the act of Parliament made against mobs and riots, 
be ddivered to the members of the said several Socie- 
ties, that they may attend tfnrennto. Fnx^jkher, it is 
hereby ORDERED, That thir presents be printed and 
prodaimed, and that copies hereof be affixed on all the 
pnblic places, as usnal s Also, that copies hereof be 
ddirered by the Magistrates, or by any of them, to 
the afinresaid seToral Seciettes, that they may giro at* 
tention thereto, at sash times and places as shall be 
directed by the Magi stralos , or by any of them* Also, 
it is hereby farther ORDBRBD, That thir presents 
shall be annnally Inead in tiieeommon dooncil by the 
common derks, immediately after the election of the 
Magistrates ; and that the same shall be aonnally read 
in the sereral meetings of the Ibarteen Corporations of 
Craftonen, by iheir respectire clerks, imme^ately af- 
ter the election of Aeir Deacons, Box-masters, and 
Quarter-masters ; and that die same shall be read an- 
nually by the deik to the Merchant-Company, imme- 
diately aliber Ihe eledaon of the Master and Assistants ; 
and l^t the same shall be read annually by the derk to 
the Barbers, immediatdy after the election of the 
Preses and Quarter-masters, under the pain and pe- 
nalty of fifty pound Scots money foresaid, to be paid 
sererally by the common clerks of the City, by the 
desks at the fourteen Corporations, by the derk 
to the Merchant-Company, and derk to the Bar- 
bers, to the Kirk-Treasurer, and his foresaids, for 
tiie use of the common poor, for erery neglect or re-i 
fnsal, in not reading thir presents as herein before di- 
rected* Likewise it is also hef«by ORDERED, That 
thir presents be annually read aoKAig the said Sode^ 



tiec €i Captahfl, Lieulenaiiti, tiid BudgM, hj tke 
Gaptain-Comnuoidaat and his 8Dooei0ort, and amoBg 
tiie Fi>e»iiia8tera» and their Tespeetare companies, hf 
tkeir Ph'eaes, and his snoceflson, npon ^e seoond Wed- 
nesday of Octolier amraally; and that Ae same he 
also read aannsily among the Society of Constables, 
by their Moderator, immedialely after his eleetion^ un* 
der the like pain and penalty of llfty pooad money 
forceaid, to be paid seveiidly by the saM Commandant, 
Proses, and Moderator, to the Kiric-Treasnrer, and 
his foresaids, Am* the nse before fnentioned, for every 
neglect ^n* refnsid, in not reading tUr p r s se nd s , aeeord- 
ing to the aforesud direction. And, nnder the like pe- 
nalty of fifty ponnd money foresaid, the respeetiTe 
derks to the said fourteen Cotporations of Craftsmen, 
are hereby ordered to make out a list of the names of 
their Box-masters and Quarter-masters, annually, con- 
taining the places of their seyerid abodes, and to de- 
liver the same to the common derks of this City, with- 
in the space of ten days next after every election. 
Also under the like penidty, and within the lOce space 
of time, the derk to the said Merohaat-Company is 
hereby ordered to make a Hst of the names of the Ma- 
ster and Assistants, within ten days of their election 
annually, containing the several places of their abode, 
and to deliver the same into the common clerks of this 
dty. And tiie derk to the Barbers, under the like 
penalty, and within the like space €i time, is hereby 
ordered to mal^e out a list of the names of their Preses, 
Box-master, and Quarter-masters, immediately after 
their election annually, containing the several places of 
their abode, and to ddiver in the same to the common 
derks, who are hereby ordered, from ^ above lists, 
to be made ont and delivered in, as h«rein befi»« men- 



TowN-comfcoL or ssivbubgh. 47 

tioiMdy and from tlie recotdi of Council, to soake owl a 
Itat of tlie said MMtera and AMistants of tlie Merchant- 
dompany, of Aesatdiriiole Box'-maatevs «id Quarter- 
maiterB of tiie said fourteen Coipocadona, of the aaid 
Preses, Box-aunters, and Qnarter-maatero of tlM C^h 
tuns, Li^lenantB, and fiSasignSi ef the Genstableay and 
of ^e FireHBoaaterB, and their aeTemtl eompanieB» eon* 
tttining the several places of .their ahoda; and to Jiffix 
one eopy tiiereof en the snner-^wall of the Covncil* 
Chamber, and' another e^ipy theveof on the innernfrall 
of the Leigh Conaoil-Iiooae, and a third oi^y thereof 
on the innop-wall of the GNwrd'^'oeai, and that^aminally, 
vriihitt the like -sfaee ef ten days, after the reeeipt ii 
the foresaid lIstB fipom tiie odiar dedcs befiwre oaued, 
under die like penalty 4si fifty peniid money foresaid, 
for every neglect or refusal. 

Extracted, 

Geo. Irving. 



ACT for preventing Mobs and TumukiBi, and altering 
the I^aces where the Merchants and Craftsmen are 
to meet, upon the appearance of any Insnrrection. 



' At Edinburgh, 12<A Stptemier^ 1777. 

XI^HICH day the Right Honourable the Lord Pro- 
^* vest, the Magistrates, and CouncR^ with die 
Deacons of Crafts, Ordinary and £xtraordinary, of 
the City of Edinburgh, being assembled, the Lord Pro- 
vost represented to the Council, l%at several late pub- 
lications handed about in this City, have a starong tea-* 
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dency to excite mobs and note wbidn the City atid lu 
berties, whidi he^ as CUef Magistrate^ thinks it his 
dnty to take every method to prevent ; especially as it 
is well remembered^ what tomnlt and disorder arose in 
this city at the last annual eleetion» to the disgrace of 
good government, the damage of individoalsy and 
breach of his Mijesty's peace : That in the act of Coon^ 
dl, daSed Sd August 1737, entitled, ** Act settling and 
<* determining the places at which the Merchants and 
** Orafifcsmen are to assemble themselves on the appear- 
<< ance of any mob or disorder/' £See the pnceeding 
Acty"] an alteration is necessary, as to the places where 
the Magistrates and Council, and other Societies, are 
to assemble, instead of the Council-Chamber, Burrow- 
room, and Lat^ Cou'^l-house : and therefore moved, 
That other fit places be fixed upon for that purpose ; 
and that the Society of Candlemakers be added to the 
other Societies, who are ordered to attend by that act 
of Council : That, for his own part, he was resolved to 
act as his duty required, and, to the best of his judg- 
ment, for the preservation of the peace and good order 
of the community, where he had the honour to preside ; 
koA doubted not his brethren in the Magistracy, and 
other members of the Council, would do the same : 
but as this opportunity ofiers, when every member of 
Council is present, he thought it highly proper to have 
their advice as to the most effectual means to prevent 
and suppress such disorders. Which being considered 
by the Magistrates and Council, they, with the Dea» 
cons of Crafiks, Ordinary and Ebctraordinary, do unani- 
mously hereby ENACT and ORDAIN, that, in tim^ 
coming, the places of assembling be altered so fiur, and 
be fixed as follows, viz. For the Magistrates and whole 
Merdiant-CouncU) with the Master of the Merchant- 
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Company and his Assistants, at the present Council- 
Cfaambery formerly called the Laigh Conndl-house ; 
for the Deacon Conrener, and the other thirteen Dea- 
cons of Grafts, with their Box-masters and Quarter- 
masters, together with the Preses of the Barhers, and 
Preses of the Candlemakers, and their respectire 
Quarter-masters, at the High Justiciary Court-house ; 
and for the Captains, Lieutenants, and Ehisigns of the 
Train Bands, at the Goldsmith's Hall ; and that the 
Preses and Quarter-master of the Candlemakers do 
assemble themselves accordingly, to the effect, and un- 
der the penalty mentioned in the said act. And, in 
general, the said Society of Candlemakers, and their 
clerks and other officers, are hereby added to, and in- 
cluded in the foresaid act of Council, in the same way 
as the Society of Barbers are, or may be. And do 
RESOLVE and AGREE, that the said act of Council, 
with these alterations, as to the places of assembling, 
and the addition of the Society of Candlemakers, be 
punctually observed in all time coming ; and recom- 
mended to the Lord Provost and Magistrates to en- 
force obedience thereto. And farther require and en- 
join the Deacon or Preses of the respective Incorpor- 
ations and Societies above named, at their meeting 
to-morrow, and at every annual election, strictly to 
charge the several members to do their utmost to pre- 
vent their servants, apprentices, and others in their fa» 
milies, or under their authority, from being anyways 
accessary to, or concerned in mobs, tumults, or uproars* 
and to warn them of their danger ; and appoint extracts 
hereof to be g^ven out, without abiding a reading in 
Council. 

Extraded fyrA cf Ae CouncU records ^ the CUy of 
EdMmghyly 

D 
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ACT rdatiiig to the Treasnren makiiig Payments^ 
and gedting CSiarters signed, 

EdMmrsih, 2/Uh Jamuaryj 1729. 

fllHE Lord Prorost, Magistratesy and Council, with 
-'- the Deacons of Crafts, of the City of Edinburgh^ 
being in Council assembled, and considering, That in- 
conveniencies have and may arise by Treasurers mak- 
ing partial payments, without express warrants of 
Council; Therefore do hereby ENACT and ORDAIN, 
That no payment that shall hereafter be made by any 
Treasurer in behalf of the Town, shall be allowed, un* 
less there be a warrant extracted and signed by the 
clerk. And further, do STATUTE and ORDAIN, 
That no Charter or Precept of Clare consUa fshsU here- 
after be presented to be signed, till payment of the by* 
gone feu-duties, and composition be thereon marked 
and signed by the Treasurer for the time being. JEx^ 
tractedU 



ACT of Council, anent the revising of Writings grant- 
ed to or by the City of Edinburgh. 

I Edinburgh^ lOih November^ 1738. 

rr^H]^ Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Council, with 
-*• th*e Deacbns of Crafts, of the City of Edinbur^lb 
being in Council assembled, and considering, That from 
experience it does appear, that errors and mistakes 
have been made, both in Writings granted by and to 
the City-Treastrer, in behalf of the'City, detrimental 
to the Community, which could not be charged oitany 
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IMurticular person^ by reason thai; hitherto there was ne 
rule> whereby the rerisal of such Writings was com- 
mitted to any particular person : Therefore it is here- 
by ordered, That hereafter the City-Treasurer, nor his 
successors in office, shall neither receive any Writing 
or Security to be granted to him for the use of this 
City, nor shall sign any Writing or Security to be 
granted by him in behalf of this City, till the same 
shall be revised and examined by one of the clerks to 
the City, and marked so by the initial letters of the 
revisory and the reviser to be answerable for any error 
or mistake that may be in the same* And ordered, 
That thir presents be read annually upon the Mection- 
day immediately after the Election of the Magistrates. 



ACT of Council, settling an annual Salary of 3001. 
Sterling on the Lord Provost and his Successors, 
for maintaining the dignity of the Chair. 

Edinburgh^ lOth Sq)t. 1718. 

rVlHE Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Council, with 
-*" the Deacons of Crafts, of the City of Edinburgh, 
being in Council assembled ; and taking into their con- 
sideration the inconveniencies which have arisen to the 
Good Town, and to the office of Lord Provost thereof, 
from the practice of giving earnest-money at the roup 
of the Common Grood; from the secret acknowledgments 
made in money, or otherwise, by persons who come 
into lucrative offices; and from the gratuities -of the 
same kind, given by those who obtain feus, or tacks of 
houses, lands, and other branches of the Town's reve- 
nue : Having found, That the money ordinarily paid 
to the Lord Provost for wines, house-rent, burgess- 
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tickets, &c. does exceed the sum of two hundred pounds 
Sterlmg per annumy and, including acknowledgments 
and gratuities, may be reckoned to exceed the simi' 
of three hundred pounds Sterling, when taken at a 
medium of years : And considering how reasonable it 
is, the Lord Provost should be enabled to support the 
character, and defray the necessary expence of his 
office, and that it is of use for establishing regularity in 
the Good Town's affairs, honourable to the Commimity, 
and particularly to the Office of Lord Provost, that a 
certain sum be agreed on, to be annually paid to the 
present Lord Provost, and his Successors in Office, in 
lieu, place, and stead of all emoluments, ordinary and 
casual, (the ordinary fee of twenty pounds Scots ex- 
cepted) which have, or may pertain to the Office of 
Lord Provost ; particularly, in lieu and place of the 
money usually paid for wines, house-rent, bui^^s- 
tickets, earnest-money, &c. Do therefore STATUTE 
and ORDAIN, That the sum of Three hundred 
Pounds Sterling be paid to William Neilson, Esquire, 
present Lord Provost, in name of Salary for the year, 
commencing at Michaelmas 1717, and ending at Mi- 
chaelmas 1718, and annually thereafter, in the month 
of September, to him, and his Successors in Office, 
during the years thereof ; and that Robert Wightman, 
present City-Treasurer, do pay the present Lord Pro- 
vost the said sum of Three hundred Pounds Sterling, 
as the Salary of his Office for this present year. And, 
in order effectually to prevent the payment of any 
money, in time coming, to those who bear the Office of 
Lord Provost, by the Dean of Guild, by the City- 
Treasurer, by persons who come into lucrative offices, 
or by those who get feus, or tacks of the Good Town's 
revenue, or on any account or pretext whatsomever, 
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(the foresaid fee excepted) be it ENACTED, likeas 
the Comicil, with the Extraordinary Deacons of Crafts, 
hereby ENACTS, STATUTES and ORDAINS, 
That annually, on the Council-day in which warrants 
are given for leeting the Deacons, the Town-Treasurer 
shall move the Council for, and obtain an act, as his 
warrant for paying the said sum of Three hundred 
Pounds Sterling; at which time, and before granting 
of the said act, the following Oath shall be adminis- 
tered by the Town-Clerk, solenmly and openly in 
Council, to the then Lord Provost, and signed by him. 

T do solemnly 

'^ swear and promisBy That I have not, at any time 
since my last election into the Oj^ce of Lord Provosty re- 
ceivedy directly or indirectly, any eamest'tnon^y acknow' 
kdffmenty or gratuity whatsoever y from any person or per' 
sonSy in order to their elecHoHy or on account of their being 
ilected into any lucrative officcy or on account oftacksy or, 
feus ofhousesy landsy mills, or any other part or branch of 
the Good TowrCs Common Goody grantedy or to be grant* 
ed them ; neither has any person received the same for my 
account and behoof directly or indirectly, to the best of 
my knowledge or belief And I do sincerely promise and 
swear y That I shall noty for the future, receive any mo* 
n&yy or other gratuity y on the foresaid accounty directly or 
indirectly y nor allow any person to receive it for my be* 
hocf: And do likewise promisey Thaty if at any time 
hereafter I shall come to the knowledge of it, that any per* 
son or persons have received money, or other gratuity, far 
my behoof, as said is, that I shaU immediately acquaint 
the Council therewith, and pay the money so received to the 
City- Trecmirer then being. This I solemnly swear, and 
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pramueb^ God^ and at I ihaU antwer io,him ai the great 
day* 

Be it ako ENACTED, likens it is hereby ENACTED, 
STATUTED and ORDAINED, That, in case at any 
time it should appear, and be made evident, That any 
person, who shall bear the Office of Lord Provost, has,, 
contrary to the meaning of this Act, received money, 
or other gratmty, by himself or others, on any of the 
foresaid accounts, he shall, iptofacto^ forfeit the sud 
sum of Three hundred Pounds Sterling, which has 
been paid him by the City-Treasurer, by ftnd attour re- 
payment of the money, or other gratuity so received^ 
and be liable to be sued therefor at law^ at the instance 
of the Treasurers to the Merchants and Trades Miu-- 
den-Hospitals, or either of them, or at the instance of 
any person or persons who has been a member or 
members of the Town-Council of this City, for the use 
and behoof of the siud Hospitals, in equal proportions i 
' And for the more security, it is hereby STATUTE 
and ORDAINED, That every person who is admitted 
into any lucrative office, or who obtains feus or tacks 
from the Town-Council, or persons to whom tacks or 
feus of houses, lands, mills, or any other part or branch 
of the Town's Common Good, or of the Hospitals 
Lands, under the Town's administration, have been^ 
or are to be set, or who are soliciting for offices, or 
elected into them by the Town-Council, shall, at his 
or their admission into the said office, or at the obtain- 
ing the said feus or tacks from the Town-Council, 
make oath. That neither he or they, nor any person 
on his or their behalf, have g^ven any good deed, or 
promise thereof, to the Lord Provost, or any member 
of the CouncQ, or to any other person or persons 
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for their behoof, in order to obtun the same ; neither 
shall give any gratuityi acknowledgment, or good 
deed, in order to obtain his or their offices, feus or 
tacks, in time coming ; and if he shall hereafter learn, 
that any other person has given any gratuity, acknow- 
ledgment, or good deed whatsoever, in his behalf, he 
shall faithfully and immediately reveal it to the Coun- 
cil. And, lastly. It is STATUTE and ORDAINED, 
That this Act shall be annually read in Council, after 
the Election, upon the same Council-day in which the 
Election is made ; and that a copy of it shall be writ- 
ten with a fair hand, upon a large sheet of parchment, 
to be signed by every Lord Provost at his admission 
into his office* 



ACT of Council settling a sidary of 500/1 Stealing per 
anmim on the Right Honourable the Lo^d I^ovost 
of the City of Edinlbuigh. 



4f .^dmburffh tie mnA doi$f <^ Jammaryy One thousand 
seven hundred qnd seuentit-<me years. 

^n^HICH day the Right HonouraUe the Lord Pro- 
^^ Tost, the Magistrates and Council, with the 
Deacons of Crafts, Ordinary and Extraordinary, of the 
City of Edinburgh, being aas^mbled, the report of the 
Committee, respecting the settling of Five hundred 
Pounds Sterling of Salary annually, to be paid to the 
Lord Provost for supporting the dignity of the Chair, 
as ingrossed in last sederunt, being this day again read 
in Council, the tenor whereof follows :— -*< Baillie Cabr- 
^< micbael, as Preses of the Committee to whom it was 



ACTS 



OP 



PARLIAMENT, 



# 
BELATITS TO THK 



ELECTION OF MEMBERS 



TO SERVE IK THE 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 



:. rj 



ACTS OF PAftLIAMEXT, &C. 61 



Anno Sexto 
ANN^ REGINiE. 



An ACT for rendering the Union of the Two King- 
doms more entire and complete. 

TYTHERE AS by her Majesty's great wisdom and 
*/ goodness, the Union of the two Kingdoms 
hath been happily eflPected, and the whole island is there- 
by subject to one Sovereignty) and represented by one 
Parliament : To the end, therefore, that the said Union 
may be rendered more complete and entire, be it 
enacted by the Queen's most EkceUent Mi^esty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons in tiiis present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same. That, 
from and after the first day of May, in ihh year of our 
Lordy One thousand seven hundred and eight, the 
Queen's Majesty, her heirs and sucecASors, shall have 
bat one Privy-Council in or for the kingdom of Great 
Britain, to be sworn to her Majesty, her heirs and suc- 
cessors, as Sovereigns of Great Britain; and such 
Privy-Council shall have the same powers and authori- 
ties as the Privy-Counril of England lawfully had used, 
and exerdsed at the time of the Union, and none 
other. 

And to the end the public peace maybe in like man- 
ner preserved throughout the whole kingdom, be it 
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election of the Fifteen RepresentatiTeg of the Boinil 
Botonghs^ the SherijBP of the Shire of Edinburgh 8hall» 
on the receipt of the writ directed to him^ forthwith 
direet hifl precept to the Lord Provost of Edinburgh^ 
to cause a Burgess to be elected for that City ; and, 
on receipt of such precept, the City of Edinburgh shall 
elect their Member, and their common derk shall cer« 
tify his name to the Sheriff of Edinburgh, who shall 
annex it to his writ, and return it with die same into 
the court firom whence the writ issued : And as to the 
other Royal Boroughs, divided into fourteen classes or 
districts, the Sherifis or Stewarts of the several Shires 
and Stewartries, shaU, on the receipt of their several 
writs, forthwith direct their several precepts to every 
Royal Borough within their respective Shires or Stew- 
artries, reciting therein the contents of the writ, and 
the date thereof, and commanding them forthwith to 
elect each of them a Commissioner as they used for- 
merly to elect Commissioners to the J^arliament of 
Scotland, and to order the said respective Com- 
missioners to meet at the presiding Borough of 
their respective district (naming the said presid- 
ing Borough) upon the thirtieth day after the day of 
the test of the writ, unless it be upon the Lord s Day, 
commonly called Sunday, and then the next day after, 
and then to choose their Burgess for the Parliament ; 
and the common derk of the then presiding Binrough 
shall, immediately after the election, return the name 
of the person so elected to the Sheriff or Stewart of the 
Shire or Stewartry wherein such presiding Borough 
is, who shall annex it to his writ, and return it with 
the same into the court from whence the writ issued : 
And in case a vacancy shall happen in time of Parlia- 
ment| by the decease or legal incapacity of any mem- 
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ber, a new member shall be elected in his room, con- 
formable to the method herein before appointed ; and 
in case such vacancy be of a representative for any one 
of the said fourteen classes, or districts of the said 
Royal Boroughs, that Borough which presided at the 
election of the deceased or disabled member, shall be 
the presiding Borough at such new election. 

Provided always. That upon the issuing of writs of 
summons for the electing of a Parliament, if any Shire 
or Stewartry wherein a Royal Borough is, hath not 
then a turn, or right to dect a Commissioner, or 
Knight of the Shire or Stewartry for that Parliament, 
that then it shall be omitted out of the writ directed 
to such Sheri£F or Stewart, to cause a Knight, or Com- 
missioner for that Shire or Stewartry to be elected for 
that Parliament. 
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Anno Secundo 
GEORGII II. REGIS. 

An Act for the more effectual preventing Bribery and 
Cormption in the Elections of Members to serve in 
Parliament. 

TITHEREAS it is found by experience, 
^^ that the laws already in being luve 
not been snifficient to prevent corrupt and illegal prac* 
tices in the election of Members to serve iii Parlia- 
inent ; for remedy, therefore, of .o g««t an evU, and 
to the end that all elections of Members to Parliament 
may hereaft^ be freely and indifferently made, with- 
out charge or expetaeey be it enacted by the King's 
most Excellent Majesty, by and with die advice and 
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 
mons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
Electors of authority of the sam^ That from and 
ParUamont- after the 24th Day of June, in the year 
STfdl^^ of our Lord 1729, upon every Election 
oath, if de- of any Member or Members to serve for 
maaded. the Commons in Pailiament, every Free- 

holder, Citisen, Freeman, Bnrgess, or person having, 
or claiming to have a right to vote, or be polled at such 
Election, shall, before he is admitted to poll at the 
same Election, take the following Oath, (or, being one 
of the people called Quakers, shall make the solemn 
Affirmation appointed for Qnakers), in case the same 
shall be demanded by either of the Candidates, or any 
two of the Electors; that is to say, * 
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"T A. B. do swear, (or, being one of the gj^g^^^,, ^^ 
-^ people called Quakers, / A. B. do 
soUmrdy affirm) I have not received, or had hy myself, 
or any person whatsoever in trust for me, or for my^use 
and benefit, directly or indirectly, any sum, or sums of 
money, office, place or employment, gift, or reward, or 
any promise or security for any money, offijce', employ^ 
went, or gift, in order to give my vote at this Slecticn, and 
that I have not before been polled at this JBhction. 

Wldch Oath or Affirmation the officer Predding 
or officers presiding, or taidng the poll at J^^^te !l" 
such Election, is and are hereby im- onfinfeicore 
powered and required to administer^FTCrfig, ^^ Mh 
if demanded, as aforesaid, npon pain to forfeit the snm 
of Fifty Ponnds, of lawM money of Great Brilainrto 
any person that shall sue for the same, to be recovered^ 
togedier with full costs of suit, by action of ddl>t, bill» 
plaint, or information, in any of his Majesty^ CoHits 
of Record at Westndnsti^r, wherein no essoine, pro- 
tection, wager of law, or mcnre tium One emparlance, 
shall be admitted or aHowed^ and If tiie sttid oflfenee 
shall be committed in that part of <%reat Britain called 
Scotiand, then to be^recorered, togetiier with full costs 
of suit, by sunmuiry action, or complaint before tie 
Court of Session, or by prosecution before Ae Court 
of Justiciary there, for every neglect or refusal so to 
do : And no person shall be aAnitted to poll, till he 
has taken and repeated the said Oath, in a public man« 
ner, in case the same shall be demanded, as aforesaid, 
before the returning officer, or such others as shaU be 
l^ally deputed by him. 
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Sheriff, or And be it further enacted, That if any 

'^%m^ SheriflF, Mayor, BailiflF, or other returning 

admitdng any officer, shall admit any person to be poU- 

^tT^ ed, without taking such Oath or Affirma- 

to forfeit tion, if demanded, as aforesaid, such re- 

^' 100. turning officer shall forfeit the sum of One 

Hundred Pounds, to be recovered in manner aforesaid, 

together with fiill costs of suit ; and that if any person 

shall vote or poll at such Election, without haying first 

taken the Oath, or, if a Quaker, having made his Af- 

Voteri to firmation, as aforesaid, if demanded,- such 

incur the Uke person shall incur the same penalty which 

the officer is subject to for the offence 

above mentioned. 

Retumiag And be it further enacted by the au- 
officer, after thority aforesaid. That every Sheriff, 
writ^'totake Mayor» Bailiff, Headborough, or other 
the foUowing penon, being the returning officer of any 
oath. Member to serve in Parliament, shall, 

immediately afiter the reading the writ or precept for 
the election of such Member, take and subscribe the 
following Oath, videUoett 

m 
% 

T A. B. <&> sokmnfy swears Thai I have not, directiy 
-^ nor miirectlyi received any mum or eums of numeyy 
offioey piace cr emphyment^ yratui^t or reward^ or any 
handy bill, er note^ er anyprwnue or yraiuiiy whaUoevery 
either by ntyseify or cmy oiker person to my uee^ or benefit, 
or advantage^ for making amy return at the present Elec^ 
tumofMemberetoeerve in Parliament i andthat Itoill 
return such person orpersonsy as shaUf to Ae best of my 
Judgment, appear to me to have the majority of legal 
votes. 
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Which Qath, any Justice or Justices of the Peace 
of the said County, City, Corporation or Borough, 
where such Election shall be made, or, in his or their 
absence, any three of the electors, are hereby required 
and authorised to administer ; and such Oath, so taken, 
shall be entered among the records of the sessions of 
such County, City, Corporation, and Borough, as afore- 
said. 

And be it enacted by the authority ^^^}^^ y^xeg 
aforesaid. That such rotes shall be deem- shall be deem, 
ed to bel^^, which have been so de- ^^^^ 
clared by the last determination in the House of Com- 
mons ; which last determination concerning any Coun- 
ty, Shire, City, Borough, Cinqueport, or place, shall 
be final to all intents and purposes whatsoever, any 
usage to the contrary notwithstanding. 

And be it further enacted by the au- p^-^* r 
thorit jr aforesaid. That if any returning wilful perju* 
officer, elector, or person taking the Oath ^' 
or Affirmation herein before mentioned, shall be guil- 
ty of wilful and corrupt perjury, or of false affirming, 
and be thereof convicted by due coarse of law, he shall 
incur and suffer the pains and penalties which by law 
are enacted or inflicted in cases of wilful and corrupt 
perjury. 

And be it fiirther enacted by the au- Persons con- 
thority aforesaid, That no person con- ^^jT*^*' 
victed of wilful and corrupt perjury, or vote, 
subornation of perjury, shall, after such conviction, be 
capable of voting in any Election of any Member or 
Members to serve in Parliament. 
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Penoni ta- And be it farther enacted by the au- 

king money thority aforesaid. That if any person who 

or reward for , , ^ , . i , , 

their vote, hani^ or daimeth to have, or hereafter 

&c forfeit shall have, or daim to have, any right to 

diiaUed to ^^^ ^ ^^7 ^^^ Election, shall, from and 
▼ote in any after the said 24th day of June, which 
Election. gj^jj y^^ -^^ ^j^^ ^^^ ^£ ^^^ j^^^^ j^j29, ask, 

receive, or take any money, or other reward, by way 
of g^, loan, or other device ; or agree or contract for 
any money^ gift, office, employment, or other reward 
whatsoever, to give his vote, or to refuse or forbear to 
give his vote, in any sach Election ; or if any person by 
himself, or any person employed by him, doth or shall, 
by any gift or reward, or by any promise, agreement, 
or security for any gift or reward, corrupt or procure 
any person or persons to give his or their vote or votes, 
or to forbear to give his or their vote or votes, in any 
such Election, such person, so offending in any of the 
cases aforesaid, shall, for every such offence, forfeit the 
sum of Five Hundred Pounds of lawful money of 
Great Britain, to be recovered as before directed, to- 
gether with fioll costs of suit : And every person of- 
fending in any of the cases aforesaid, from and after 
judgment obtained against him in any such action of 
debt, bin, plaint, or information, or summary action, 
or prosecution, or being any otherwise lawfully con- 
victed thereof, shall for ever be disabled to vote in any 
Election of any Member or Members to Parliament, 
and also shall for ever be disabled to hold, exerdse, or 
enjoy any office or franchise, to which he and they 
then shaU, or at any time afterwards may be entitled, 
as a member of any City, Borough, Town Corporate, 
or Cinque-port, as if such person was naturally dead. 
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And be it fdrtlier enacted by the an- Offenders 
thority aforesaid, That if any person of- in 19 months 
fending agunst this act shall, within the J^^h^JqI 
space of 12 months next after such Mec- vering others, 
tion as aforesaid, discover any other per- indemnified. 
son or persons offending against this act, so that such 
person or persons, so discovered, be thereupon con- 
victed, such person so discovering, and not having 
been before that time convicted of any offence against 
this act, shall be indemnified, and discharged from all 
penalties and disabilities which he shall then have in- 
curred by any offence against this act. 

And, for the more effectual observance The Aet to 
of this act, be it enacted, That all and ^!2ff Ao!^ 
every the Sheri£B9, Mayors, Buliffs, and n^^ reading 
other officers, to whom the execution of the writ, 
any writ or precept for electing any Member or Mem- 
bers to serve in Parliament shall belong or appertain, 
shall, and are hereby required, at the time of such £- 
lection, immediately after the reading such writ or 
precept, read, or cause to be read, openly before the 
Electors there assembled, this present act, and every 
dause therein contained ; and the same shall also o- 
penly be read once in every year at the general Quar- 
ter Sessions of the Peace to be holden And at the 
next after Easter, for any County or Ci- ^J^JSe, 
ty, and at every Election of the chief Baster. 
Magistrate in any Borough, Town-corporate, or 
Cinque-port, and at the annual Election of Magistrates 
and Town Counsellors, for every Borough within that 
part of Great Britain called Scotland. 
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WUfal of- "^^ ^ ^^ further enacted, by the au- 
fence forfeits thority aforesaid, That every SherifP, Un- 
U 60. der-8heri£F, Mayor, Bailiff, and other offi- 

cer, to whom the execution of any writ or precept for 
the electing of Members to serve in Parliament doth 
Belong, for every wUfnl offence, contrary to this act, 
shall forfeit the sum of Fif^ Pounds, to be recovered, 
together with full costs of suit, in the manner before 
directed. 

Prosectttion Provided always, and it is hereby de- 
wiuS^two* c^c^ by the authority aforesaid. That no 
years. person shall be made liable to any incapa- 

city, disability, forfeiture, or penalty, by this act laid 
or imposed, unless prosecution be commenced within 
two years after such incapacity, disability, forfeiture, 
or penalty shall be incurred, or in case of a prosecu- 
tion, the same be carried on without wilfial delay ; any 
thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 
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PREFACE 



BY THE EDITOR. 



vJw AuBXANDKB PENKYCUiKy the ingenionr Author 
of tho foflowing work, hut little is known. Hit title- 
page informs us he was a hurgess and g^ild-brother of 
Eifinbnrgh. In 1720, he published a small collection 
of Poemsy entitled << Streams from Helicon."' When 
he began his historical account of the Blue Blanket, 
how long he was engaged upon it, or by what means 
he obtained access to the various charters and papers 
therein quoted, does not appear. It has been asserted, 
upon what authority I am ignorant, that his manu« 
script, when finished April 7. 1722, was giTen into 
the hands of the Deacon-Convener, for the purpoise of 
being inspected by such members of the fourteen In- 
•orporations, as from their knowledge might be en- 
abled to judge of its veracity ; who, being fully satis- 
fied with its merits, delegated two of their num'ber to 
give a public testimony of their approbation ; but, from 
the letter prefixed to the work, it would rather appear 
tliat he g^ve it to two of his acquaintance, who,' not 
deeming themselves qualified to judge of its merits. 
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oonsnlted the opinion of others better acquainted with 
the subject. Be this as it may, his book has alwayt 
been popular amongst the Trades, and ever since 
quoted as a work of authority. It no doubt contamt 
much which might have been omitted by a judidout 
writer of the present day, nevertheless it cannot be 
denied that it also contains muchTaluable information. 
Our author also puUished, in V7U6, a second collec- 
tion of poems, entitled " Flowers from Parnassus/* 
and a short time previous to his death, commenced a 
periodical w.oik under the tIAe of << Entertainment for 
the Curious." In his poetical pieces he appears to have 
been an assiduous imitator of Allan Ramsay, in some 
instances, with tolerable success. In his life, however, 
he seems to have been dissipated and irregular ; and, if 
we 4B|By credit the followiAg lines fetm CSaudero'f 
( WUson's) Misedlanies, in his "^ FareweE to the Mam 
and AuM Reikie," 



<> To shew tl» fate «£ Penuycixik, 
Wlio starviiig died in tiimpSKe neiik ; 
Thou^ sweet he sang with wit and tense, 
He l&e poor Claud was short of pence,'* &c> 

eventually died, if not of absolute starvation, at 
least in extreme ^trant and misery. 

The historical account of the Blue Blanket, now 
published, is printed verbatim from the original edi- 
tion,' the only liberty taken being an addition in the 
form of notes, contuning short chronological notices, re* 
lative to the institution of the Fourteen Incorporations. 

JEdinburgh, 
Id Sqdember 1826. 
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To the Worshipful 



The Deacons of Crafts, 

And remanent Members of the 

Fo urteen Incorporations in the Good 
Town of Edinburgh. 



T Pbbsent you with an abridgment of tlie glorioiu 
**- Actions of yonr Predecessors ; who, by a dntifbl 
Attachment to their Sovereigns, suffering by impioiis 
Rebelsy shew'd their Hearts flam'd with Loyidty ; their 
Hands were Thnnderi and their Deeds Mirsdes. Yon 
enjoy the Honours and Privileges which they proeur'd 
from the Monarchs of SCOTLAND, as Rewards for 
their Heroic Atchievemeats. Yon are» what ite great- 
est Prinoea and Warriors in Ehnope, trinmpKant in the 
Field of Batde, and press'd down to the Grave with 
Laurels, have aspired to. Knights of the HQLY 
OHOST ; your Banner being calfd in Original Writs, 
The Banner of the Holy Ghost. Study th^i to imi- 
tate your worthy Ancestors in their iQustrions Vir- 
tues, and inviolaUy maintain the Privileges of your 
MAGNA CHART A: 'Tis a Sacred Depositum, which 
yon are bound in Conscienee, as well as thro' Interest, 
to defend* If your Enemies should dare to invade 
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your Prerogatives, granted by Kings, the Fountains of 
Law and Honour, let the Nation's Motto be yours, 

Nemo me impune lacesseL 

Remember King David's Saying, which is very snug 
to the Purpose, Psal. Ix. 4. << He hath given a Banner 
unto them that fear him ; that it may be display'd be- 
cause of the Trudi. Selah*' 

I have, with unwearied Pifinsy collected the mate- 
rials of the ensuing History, from original authentick 
Manuscripts, and Historians of unquestioned Veradty • 
And I humbly Dedicate it to you, the Crafts of EDIN- 
BURGH ; wishing Prosperity to You and the Grood 
Town, whose Pillars and chief Comer-Stones you have 
always proved. May the Psalmist's Prayer for Zion 
be granted unto her, '< Peace be within her Walls, and' 
Prosperity within her Pidaces :- May they pros|^r that 
love her, and seek her Peace continuaUy." May the 
inimitable Poet's Lines become a fulfilled Prophecy, to 
be apply'd to our Sovereign City. 

Nov, ISts a Maiden Qaeen, the will behold 
Fram her high Turrets hourly Suiters oome ; 
The East with Incense, and the West withdold. 
Will stand like Suj^Uants to receive her Doom. 
The Silrer Forth, her own domestick Flood, 
Shall bear her Vessels^ like a sweeping Train, 
And often wish, as of her Mistress proud, 
With longing Eyes to meet her Face again. 
The vent'rous Merchant who design*d more far, 
And toilches on our/ Hospitable Shore, 
^ Charm*d with the Splendour of this Northern Star,' 
Shall here unload him, and depart no more. 

Darn. Ann. Mirc^ 



/ 
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That this may bappeB, and your Incorporationt may 
flourish with Bleidngs of the Upper and the Nether 
Springg, is the ardent prayer of. 



Worthy Fellow-Citiaens, 



Your deyoted humble Servant, 



ALEXANDER PENNECUIK. 



JBoiVBUaGH, 

Ui AvguH 172s. 
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Copy of an Epistle, from Two CRAFTSk 
Men in Edinburgh, to the Author. 



SIB, 

^>INCE yon baye put an high Respect 
'< vfatk m, to oommmiieate in Mannscript your His- 
'< torical Account of the Blue Blanket, and to aak onr 
** Advice about its Publication ; having carefully and 
with Pleasure perused it, we return yuni^ oto* sincere 
Thanks, for your elaborate Enquiry into the eon- 
<< ceal'd Honours of the Trades : But being diffident 
^< of our Sufficiency to judge of an Historian, we laid 
<< it before the ablest c^ our Brethren, who earnestly 
« sollicite you may send it abroad. You have troden 
** in unbeaten Paths, th^e Subject having been overlookt 
^* by all Scottish Historians. As we question not 
<< youll oblige the World by publishing the Hoiuors 
<< of the Blanket, so assure your self of a Tribute of 
<' Praise from all Craftsmen, espedally from, 

SIR, 

Your humble Servants, 

G. H. 

W- D. 
JEdinburgk, 
1st SepienUfer 1722. 
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General Preface, 



TOUCHING CRAJPTS-MENy AND THE HONORiJRY OFVICES 
THSY HAVE BNJOY'd IN CHURCH AND STATE. 

W BEN the Omnipotent Architect had huilt the glo- 
rious Fahrick of this World ; npon a Review of his 
Wotks, he pronounced they were all very goo^ and 
rested from his Labonrs. The Almighty could 
have q^oke the World into Being in a Moment ; but 
out of the Depths of Infinite Wisdom, spent six Days 
in its Creation, that man might learn still to be nse* 
fntty imploy'd, copying after the example of his Lord 
and Lawgiver. Tho' His Depnty Adam was the first and 
the greatest of Monardis, whose Dominions extended 
from FoLe to Pole, in a state of Innocence, before Sin 
had blasted the Beanty of Eden, and Nature sponta- 
aeonsly yielded her Fruits ; yet was he not to eat the 
Bread of Idleness, having his daily Task assig^'d him, 
as is inimitably express'd by the matchless Milton, in 
his beaatifid Description of Adam awaking his charm- 
ing Elve. 

Awake, the Merniiig Shines, and the fresh Field 
Calls vs ; we lose the Pxime, to mark how spring 
Our tender Plants, how blows the Citron Oiores : • 
What drops the Myrrh, and what the Balmy Reed, 
How Nature paints her Cdoors, how the Bee 
Sits on the Bloom, extracting liquid Sweets. 
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His eldest Sod^ by Right of Primogenitare, Fior of 
a fair Inheritance, was educate a Plow*man, and bis 
Brother a Grassier. The fall of Man introduced those 
liberal Sciences, Divinityi Law and Physick : But tho' 
we had continued pure, as when we dropt from the 
creating Fingers of our Maker, Mechanick Arts had 
been necessary. In the Infancy of the World, before 
the Wranglings of Lawyers, the Sophistry of Philoso- 
phers, and turbulent Factions of Divines, had debandi- 
ed Mankind, Artists were in the highest Repute. 
Adah bare Jabal, the Father of all such as dwell in 
.Tents, and his Brother's name was Jubal, the Faliier 
of all such as handle the Harp and the ^ Organ, . G«q. 
iy. Vmne 20. and 22. Tubal Cain was an Instroeter 
of every Artificer in Brass and Iron* 
r 'Tis much to the Honour "of Crafib3*Men, that holy 
Joseph, Husband to the Blessed Virgin Mary» Mother 
of the Son of GrOD, was a Carpenter, tho' it lessened 
our Lord's Esteem amongst the Populace, who taunt- 
ingly cri^ (Mat. xiii. 36.^ " Is not this the Carpenter's 
Son ?" And if we credit the earliest Ecdesiastick His- 
torians, the Glorious Rede^ner of Mankind, befofe 
his publick Entrance upon the Ministeriid Office,^ la- 
.boured with his hands in the Shop : Tho' be called St. 
Matthew from the Customs, to evidence the Extent 
and conquering power of his Grace ; yet the most of 
his Apostles and Disciples, who spread the everlasting 
Gospel, and supplanted the Government of Satan, pur- 
chased Food with the Sweat of their Brows. 

GOD seems to have put a distinguishing Honour 
upon Trades-men, that in all Ages, Men of the great- 
est Learning, and the Noblest Heroes, have sprung 
from their Loins ; Poms, Monarch of the Indies, was 
the Son of a Barber, and wrought himself as a Tinker. 
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Braydillvs, Prince of the ScUvoiusns, Son of aCoaUier. 
Artagoni8« Go¥ernor of the Cyoonianty Son of a Cook. 
Agathodes, King of Sicily, Son of a Potter. The good 
Arch-Bishop ViUagetioa, S<m of a Carter ; for which 
Reason. he took Wheels for his Armorial-heariBg. 
Cardinal Woolsey, Chancellor of Ei^[;land, was hegot 
by a Butcher. One of the greatest States-Men of 
this Age, Cardinal Jnlius Alberoni, hy a Gardener ; 
And onr iKimons Conntrjrman Mr. Law, hy a Gold- 
smith of Edinburgh. 

As the Seed of Mechanicks have risen to the faigh^ 
est Dignities ; so Mechanicks themselves have sway*d 
Scepters, proven the bravest Generals, the vc:ise8t 
States-Men, and the greatest Monarchs : Tho' the ui^ 
thinking mass of Mankmd may deq[iise a person for 
low Birth; the first Circumstance of Life ought to 
have no Influence in our Judgment c£ a great Man ; 
because we cannot pretend to be the Children of whom 
we please ; and that a man may owe his birth to a 
Prince, whose natural Temper and Inclinations disco- 
ver more Meanness of Birth, than if he were the Son 
of a Weaver : Whereas nothing is more glorious, than 
when, notwithstanding of the Defect of Education, a 
Man knows how to rectify and elevate the Indinattons, 
which an obscure Birth naturally inclineB to be ser- 
vile. 

Quintus Cincinnatus, when called to the Government 
of Rome, was found hard at Plow ; being saluted by 
tlie Name of Dictator, invested with Purple, honoured 
with the Fasces, and other Ensigns of Magistracy, was 
desired to take Journey; afler a little Pause, he an- 
swered with Tears in his Eyes, 71^ for this year, my 
poor Farm must be uMown : Taking Leave of hk 
Family, performed his Office with that Prudence and 



Jlttw, ftlMiwproT^dAeAdminrtion of the World: 
Amd hmnog finidi'd Us DietatoiBlupy retiini*d again to 
}m Plow. AtMHsei, from being a prhate Medbuuck, 
waaeaA'dtoitandtiie ParduanBmpire: Andtnchaa 
oae was Tamibeilaney tho Vanqmslier of Asia. Feler 
d»JBiooM$ dumi g e on, waebighChainberiamof Franee, 
and fla ta w tat y to King Philip III. Masslaneno, a 
Naiydiitan Firiier-Man^ raised an Army of 50,000, 7tk 
JUkf 1 647, and. trampled on llie Government of Naples, 
till they were oblig'd to yield to the Demands of the 
Bsople groaning nnder the Burden of exorbitant Taxes. 
The Anaiii^tista in Bftmister, dioos'd John of Leyden, 
a Taylor," for Ifceir King, A. D. 159S. Zeno, ihe fii- 
aaaa Bishop of Censtantia, was a Weaver, who liv'd 
tm he was past an Hnndred Years of Age ; and tho' 
he was. the most eminent Bishop, and had the largest 
JKooese in that Coimtry, kept a Weaver's Shop, and 
wronght himself daily at the Loom, to clothe die Na- 
ked. When the Peasants of Upper Austria rose np 
against P. Maximilian, Elector of Bavaria, A. D. 1627, 
their Army consisted of 60,000; it was commanded by 
Stephen Tndiner, a Hatter; and after his Death, by 
Wabner, a Shoe-'Maker, kiU'd by Count Papenheim. 
And I oann't omit to hint at the beautifal Story of 
Mr. Edmond, a Baxter, and Son of a Baxter in Stir- 
ling, who shew'd such unparallell'd Valour in the 
Swedish Wars, under the Command of that Immortal 
Thunderbolt of War, Gustavus Adolphus, that he be- 
came a GeneraL His swimming the Danube, and, by 
an artful Stratagem, canying off the General of the 
In^erialists, and other marvellous Actions of his Life, 
are. recorded in the Chronicles of Sweden. In his old 
Age,^ he returned to his native Country Scotland, and 
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m 



hmtkm sMelf Mnue aft aHOBagf whMi &e d»led to 
tiie dmrch. 

HijatQEiaiWi Andent andMbdenv not oldyreeoid the 
Maftial Atofaievements^ but ihe siiigolit Sanolity «€ 
Medtaniokfti not to mention liie Faith of a Slioe*lfa> 
hePy uder the Reign of a King of Peniai who re^ 
raoTod & Mountain by a holy Hirangaey rdaled by 
PflDfai8.yen0tni9.de Rdbus QnentaliboB) and Nanaaflen 
GflmoDi in his holy Couvt^ as safonrhig too mneh of a 
Monkifih Fable^ nor iJie known Story of CMipianM^ 
who anffired by the Cimdty of Maximilian* The 
Chnroh reeorde a noUe Anny oi Maityrsy who died 
for the Protestant Faith in the Reign of Henry VIII. 
and Mjoey, SorereigBa of Engiaad* 



Shoemaken. 



JohnMaoe, Chimrgeon. 
fiidiwd Ferae, Ooldsmiih. 
Mr. GUIm, Catier. 
Robert Hatchett' 

Arthor, 
ThoDuui Bond, 
Mm Hart, 
JohnrCoid, 
John Hoys, 

Jfllm Hamtanad, f *«*""* 
John Bonnet, | 

tSlT^^l*^ [ Taylor.. 



St, I 

Off J 



MmWanier, 
Wbbu Corberley< 
Georgo Eagles, Hi- 
mater, and 
WilUam Pf oket, f 
ThomaaCob, J 



Weareim 



1 



Bntclien* 



Stephen Knight, Barber. 

George Tankerfield, Cook. 

Tkomaa Hndaon, Olorrvr. 

ThonuM ThomUna, 

William Bamfbrd, 

Nic. Chamberland, 

JohnCaval], 

John Spenoe, 

Richard Nioolaa, 

John Careless, 

John liea^ Caiidleniaher« 

NicolaB Hall, 

John Spicers, 

John Tndaon, 

John Went, 

John Clement, ' 1 

Thomas Avington, > Joiners. 

Thomaa Hariand, ) 

Thomas Bavendell,, Gorrier. 



Smiths. 



ScOkcHtaUs reuUis, in Orbe refttisiL 

Behold the Martyrs who for Trath have died. 
Heaven's Glory now, and Britain's greatest Pride. 
19o Popish Flames to them a Period give, 
Their Memories eteraaUy shaU Uto. 
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WiM Plinees and States have always had Medial 
nicks in highest Estimation. The grand Seignior, 
tho' one of die greatest Princes in Earope, is always 
educate in smne Hand-craft. The Dutch, and the 
Caar of Muscoyyi by encouraging Crafts-Men, have 
made their Countries flourish, and are become the Ter- 
mor and Envy of their Neighbours. King Charles IL 
was an exodlent Worker in Ivory : Neither the Af- 
fairs of State, nor Pleasures of his Court, could divert 
him from his Morning Task at the Turner's Loom. 
Lewis the XIY. of France, was so exquisitely good at 
making of Watches, that he was equall'd by few in 
his Beign. 

What Respect the Kings of Scotland have put ui>on 
Tradesmen, the following History of the Blue Blanket, 
or Craft»-Mens banner, will declare. They have had 
the Happiness to taste the Bounty of our Princes in 
the highest Honours : For this Order of the Blanket, 
originally of BccleeSiastick Institution, is confirmed by 
the Rojral Sanction. It had its Rise about the 1200 
Year of GOD, when the Croisade was carried on by 
Pope Urban the Second ; and so is older than any of 
the Orders of Knighthood in Europe, save that of St. 
Andrew, or the Thistle, which had its Original about 
the 800, when the King of Scots and Picts made War 
against Athelston King of the West Saxons ; and that 
of the Star, or Blessed Virgin, which, as Selden, in his 
Titles o£ Honour, remarks, had its Rise in the Year 
1022 : For that Order of St. GeorgJB, or the Craiter, 
was not institute till the Year 1345, that of St. Mi- 
chael, not till 1448, and that of the Crolden Fleece 
1429. So that I may say the Words of Doctor Hel- 
lenin his Preface to his History of the English Nobi- 
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li|y, ** Kings haye so much of GOD in them^ whose De- 
puties they are on £}arth, as many Times, iwbere they 
find Merit and Desert, they raise the Poor out of the 
Dust, that they may set them with Princes, even with 
the Princes of the People." 



HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

or TBK 

BLUE BLANKET: 



Oft 



Crafts-^Mensi Banner. 



eOOD TOWlTy POWERS AND PREROGATIVES OP THE 
CRAFTS OF SSDmsURGH. 

« ' - ■ 

npHE Metropolitan City of Scotland, by some His- 
4- toriitas» (as BnAanam observes) eitbMr thro' I§^- 
nmraiMie, or iU Will, caLT^, VaUa Ikicyrota, Hie dole- 
fvl Valley ; by the Pictish Records, Ccutrum PuMa^ 
runif die Maiden Gasde, firom its Royal and Lnpregnar 
ble Casde, bnih by Cmdumns Camelon, King of the 
Piols, where the Danghters of die Ptctisb Kings were 
k^t working at their Needles, till married ; whioh, for 
Strength, and Command of Prospect, may diattenge 
Plraeedency of the Best in Britain. Some of the An- 
cient Scots call'd it, Casirum AlkOmny odiers DmrnUr 
man ; and the latter JBUInMim, which we lenderi JBim^ 
Imr^ 'Tissitaatedonthedediningof an Hill.; from 



9S AN BISTOBICAL ACCOUNT 

whence she views her tributary River Forth^ encom- 
passed abont with fertile Fields^ spacious Pastures, and 
goodly Gardens, grown by Degrees, in such Magnifi- 
cence of Buildings, as to stand in Competition, ^Imost, 
with any in Europe ; and justly merits the Encomium 
Dr^ Arthur Johnston bestowed upon her. 

That Edinburgh may viev the Heavens at wiU, 
'TU built nfMMi a lofty rising HilL* 
The Fields uid RiTers, whidi her Haiid*Maids be, 
She thebce views, and the tributary Sea s 
A]|d when the Sun disphiys her Morning Light, 
The Palace doth present it self to Sight. 
That Princely Dwelling nnder Arthur Seat, 
Adorn'd by most ingenious Art of late ; ' 
Towards the West the glorious Castle stands ; 
Whidi with Its Thunder givelh' load Commands 
Each Citiien hath sndi a House, that it 
Hay Peers of greatest QoaUty well fit. 
The Threats of Foes do not make them dismay'd, 
Kor need they be of their Assaults afraid* 
Sure^ for a Kingly City, none can wish 
A Seat that's more convenient than this. 

'Tis not only beautiful, but ancient, tho' theTimewhen 
it was founded is not easiij discovered. The Magis- 
trates of Edinburgh, in their congratulatory Harangue 
to King James V I. of Scotland, add I. of England, re- 
corded in the Muses Welcome to that Prince, atoert, 
it was builded by Fergusius, the first Builder of this 
Kingdom, Thre6 hundred and thirty Years before the 
Incarnation of Christ. 

In our fierce and frequent Wars with the Picts, 
Danes, Romans, and English, this City was so ofiten 
destroyed, her Monuments and Charters lost, that her 
Original cannot well be documented^ The first Char* 
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ter I find in her Faronny is granted by King Alexan- 
der I. umamed the Good^ and the Second by his Sne- 
eessor St. David. 'Tis generally agreed upon, that it 
was made a Borgh Royal by King William I. in whose 
Reign a Fervour of Devotion, encourag'd by Pope Ur- 
ban II. seis'd the Spirits of the Princes and Cavaliers 
of Eiirc^»e» under the Command of Godfrey of BuUoign, 
to resene Palestine and the City of Jerusalem out of 
the Hands of Sakdine, and to pluck the Sepulchre of 
Jesus firom the Possession of the Infidels. The seal- 
ous Pontiff was affiicted, that the Hdy Land, the City 
of God, the Inheritance of Jesus, should be sully'd by 
Infidels, Saracens and Turks ; who, in some Measure, 
might be said to have driven our Lord from his Capi- 
tal, that the Cross, the Glory and Ornament of Crown'd 
Heads, should be trampled upon by the vilest of Adam's 
Posterity. Therefore he inculcated the Necessity of 
taking Arms, and united all the Powers of Christen-' 
dom ; and to whet their Courage, promis'd to those 
that would join in this holy Service, a plenary Indul- 
gence, that is, A Remission of all Penances impos'd by 
Confessors. 

Vast Numbers of Scots Mechanicks having followed 
this holy War, taking with them a Banner bearing this 
Inscription out of the li. Psalm, In bona voiuntaie tua edi» 
JUxnier muari Jeruaalem. Upon their returning Home, 
and glorying, that they were amongst the fortunate, 
who placed the Christian Standard of the Cross in the 
Place that Jesus Christ had consecrated with his Blood, 
they dedicated this Banner, which they stil'd. The 
Banner of th^ Holy Ghost, to St. Eloi's Altar in St. 
.Giles*s Church in Edinburgh ; which,, from its Colour, 
was called, The Blue Blanket 



' 
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Tho' none of onr Histonam moitioa dbe Original 
Institution of the Blue Blanket, nor is there aaj 
Vouidiers for it, saTing old iniperfect MaousoriptB ; yet 
'tis higbly prol^able, it bad its Rise from the Croisade, 
or Holy War : For Monsieiir CSheverean, in his Histo- 
ry of the Woildy tells ns. That Scotland was ei^^aged 
ia that War, and sold or mortgaged thw Estates for 
that Expedition ; and that she was amongst the most 
forward Nations in it* P4re Maimbonrg, Misioirt4m 
CraUadeSf informs us. That the Kn]gfat»of St. Laaams^ 
aa Order of Men educate to the holy War, were no- 
merous every where, hot especially in Soothttd and 
France; as appears by the Charters and Grants of 
Princes in their Favonrs ; and tho distinctive Crosses 
they wore> evisne, that the Soots were as fdnrwapd, gal'^' 
bnly and zealons in the Service, as any of their Ndgh- 
fionrs* 

Our Histories hear, That a great many of the Sceii 
went to that War, under the Command of Allan, Lord 
great Steward of Seodand ; and they, with their Con^- 
federates, got Possession of Jerusal^n in 1099. 

When Saladine prevailed against the Christtaa Arms, 
WiUiam King of Scotland assisted the War willi Mo- 
a^y, and sent Supplies of Men to the meritorioas Ac* 
tion, under the Command of David his Brotiber, and 
that live thousand Scots had their fi^are in the Mall* 
heurs and Successes of that unfortunate Enterprise. 
And if we may believe Boethius, tn Ftfti Gull, the re* 
nown'd CiVy Ptolomais was taken by the good Conduct 
of Eadi David, Brother to the King of Scots, Amto 
1091, and that the Christian Intdligencer was one Oti* 
ver, A Scots Man. 
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This Bind Hankely whoteOriginallkiiveeBdeaTmir'd 
to diflcorer, was, in the dark IWes of Popery, hdd in 
sack religions V^eratioB^ that whenever Meohanicks 
were artfully wrought npon bf the Cleigy, to diqdaj 
their holy Colours, it serrad for niany Uses, and they 
nerer fail*d of Snccess in their Attempts. Which is 
not to he wondred at ; for as tiie learned and jndidona 
Doctor Abereromby observes in the Life of Bu David, 
King of Soodaod, speaking of the Battle of dbe 
Standard, < Sogooda Use have Chnrchmen in all Agea 
< been known to make cvf ReligioQs Pageantries, and so 

* mneh h«re the Vulgar been misled into the Belief of 
' Henvenly Protection, by the Legerdemain Tricks of 

* ^iritoal Guides, who, while they have noother Yiow 
' but to gratify their private Passi<ms, muster the do- 

* Inded People into Rebellion.' 

Having thns accounted for the Original of the Order 
of the Blue Kanket, I may feiriy infer. That 'tis as 
Andent, and more Honourable than the English Or-* 
derof the Garter, the Institution whereof some ascribe 
to a Garter failing occasionally from the Countess of 
Salisbury, tho' others affirm, ^e Garter was given in 
Testimony of that Bond of Love whereof tiie Knights 
aadFdlowsof itweretobetied to one another, audaH 
of them to the King. And others make it yet more 
Ancient, giving it the same Original with the Blue 
Blanket, relating, That when King Richard L of Eng- 
' land was at War against the Turks and Saracens in 
the Holy Land, the Tedionsness whereof began to 
discourage his Souldiers, he, to quicken their Courage, 
tied about the Legs of several choice Knights a Crar- 
ter, or small Thong of Leather, the only Stu£F he had 
at Hand, that as the Romans used to bestow Crowns 
and Grarlands for Encouragement, so this might pro- 
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yoke them to stand together, and fight valiantly for 
their King. 

The Crafts of Edinburgh having this Order of the 
Biaidcet to g^ory in, may justly take upon them the 
Title of Knight9 of the Blanket, or, Chevaliers of 
Arms ; For, as the learned Skene, De Verhorwn Sig- 
n^fkaiione, in his Title, Sanrents, observes, That Ban- 
rents are called. Chevaliers of Arms, or Knights, who, 
obtaining great Honours and Dignities, have Power 
and Privileges g^iited to them by the King, to raise 
aad lift up a Banner, with a Company of Men of Weir, 
either Horse or Foot ; which cannot be done by any 
save BanirentB, without the King's special Licence, lU 
Pasquiergy Lib. 2. des tUcHenkeres dela Fnmcty Ch« 9. 
Fol. 100« by sundry Arguments proves, and Dr. Smith, 
in his Treatise of the Common Wealth of England, Lib. 
1. Ch« 17. informs us, That Knights Banrents are al- 
lowed to display their Arms on a Banner in the Kingt 
Host.' 

As die Kni^ts of St. Gebi^e have theii^ Meeting at 
Windsor-Castle, and those of the Thistle in the Royal 
Palace of Holyrood-House, so the Knights of the 
Blanket have theirs at St. £3oi, who was a French Bi- 
shop and their Guardian, his Altar, to which they mor- 
tify considerable Sums for the maintenance of a Chap- 
lain, and Reparation of the Ornaments of the Chapel ; 
as appears from the Craftsmen's Seal of Cause, the 
Tenor of which runs thus : 
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7«r. 
1996. 
1362. 
1969. 

1373. 

1S77. 

142& 

1427. 

1489. 

]434w 

1439. 

1447. 

1448. 

1449. 

1451. 

1457. 

1462. 

1467. 

1470. 

1477. 

1481. 

1462. 

1484. 

1491. 

1492. 

1494. 

IJOl. 

1502. 

1503. 

1504. 

1506. 

1510. 

1511. 

1513. 

1514. 

1515. 
1516. 
1517. 
1520.1 



Aldbrxkv. 

WnUam de Dedjk 
WiUiam Cuppilde 
Wmiam Cuppade 
Adun Foirester 

LOBD PBOT08TS. 

John de Quhitnen 

William Liberton 

WiUiam Lerinton 

WiUiam Liberton 

Sir H. Preston of CndgmiUer 

Thomas Cranstoun 

Patrick Gockbnm 

Patrick Cockbum 

Patrick Cockbum 

Thomas de Cranston 

Alexander Naper 

Andrew Ker 

Robert Mure of PoUieUie 
John Naper 

James Crichton of Ruthven 

William Bertraham 
Patrick Baron of SpittlefieU 
John Naper 
Richard Lawson 
John Murray of Tulchadam 
Walter Bertraham 
Alexander Lauder 
Alexander Lauder 
Alexander Lauder 
Richard Lawson of Hieriggs 
Alexander Lauder 
Alexander Lauder 
Sir Alexander Lauder 
Arch. Douglas, Earl of Angus 
Alexander Lord Home, Great 

Chamberlain of Scotland 
Patrick HamUton of Kincavel 
David Mdvine 
Archibald Douglas 
Robcn Logan of Coatfidd 



1522. 
1524. 



1534. 

1536. 

1540. 

1550. 

1553. 

1554. 

1555. 

1556. 

1557. 

1558. 

1559. 

1560. 

1561. 

1562. 

1563. 

1564. 

1565. 

1566. 

1567. 

1568. 

1569. 

157a 

1571. 

1572. 

157a 

1574. 

1575. 

1576. 

1577. 

1578. 

1579. 

1580. 

156L 

1582. 



AUan Stewart 
Praods Ruthwdl 
Robert Lord MaxweU 
SirJn. Murray of Tulchadam 
Sir Thomas Tod 
Adam Otterbuine 
James Lawson 
Simon Preston 
WiUiam Craik 

Sir Andrew Ker of Little Dane 
Arch. Douglas of KUspilidy 
Arch. Dou^ of KOspindy 
Arch, Doughs of Kihjiindy 
Arch. Douglas of Kil^ndy 
Lord Seaton 

T. Maccalseanof CUflon.HaU 
Arch. Douglas of Kilspindy 
Arch. Douglas of Kilspindy 
T. MaccBlzean of CUfton-HaU 
Arch. Douglas of Kilspindy 
Arch. Douglas of Kil4>indy 
Arch. Douglas of Kilspindy 
Sir S. Preston of CraigmiUer 
Sir S. Preston of Craigmilkr 
Sir S. Preston of CraignuUer 
Sir S. Preston of CraigmiUer 
The Laird of Grange 
James MacgiU 
James MacgiU 
James Mat^^ 
Lord Lindsay 
Lord Lindsay 
Lord Lindsay 

George Douglas of Parkhead 
George Douglas of Parkhead 
Archibald Stewart 
Alex. Clark of Balbimy 
Alex. Clark of Balbimy 
Alex. CUttk of Balbimy 
Alex. Clark of Balbiny 
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lensies 
[cDziet 
leosiet 
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rrendcr 
ricndcr 
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Jdm fiobextMm 
I John Robertson 
Patrick Hallyburton 
Patrick Hamiiton 
James M^Lnrgg 
Sir James M^Luigg 
Adam Brown 
Adam Brown 
Robert Blackwood 
Sir Robert Blackwood 
Sir Samuel M'Cltllan 
William ii&kon 
William Meikon 
George Warrcnder 
George Warrender 
John Duncan 
John Duncan 
WiUiam Hutchison 
WilUam Hutchison 
Robert Craig 
Robert Craig 
John Wighiman 
John W ightman 
James Clelaod 
James Cleland 
Robert Wigbtman 
Robert Wightman 
George Drun.mond 
George Dnunmond 
Archibald Macauley 
AKhibald Macauley 
Patrick Lindssy 
Patrick Lindsay 
James Nimmo 
James Mimmo 
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Patrick Thomson 
Samuel M^CleUan 
Samuel M'Clellan 
George Lawion 
Geori^e Lawson 
John Cleghom 
John Clcghoin 
James Mimmo 
James Mimmo 
William Jaffiey 
William Jaffircy 
William Baird 
William Baixd 
Gavin Plummcr 
Gavin Plummer 
William Oundas 
William Dundas 
Robert Todd 
Robert Todd 
John Forrester 
John Fon ester 
Robert W ightman 
Robert Wightman 
George Diummond 
George Drumojond 
Jamis Mimmo 
James Mmimo 
William Hutton 
WiUiam Hutton 
David Flint 
David Flint 
James Donaldson 
James Donaldson 
J*mes Davidson 
James Davidson 
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Sir Andrew RanMayl. advised him to dcanh bis tB»n 
.-. . S9lh or September, bcliig MkhsflTnifrday, whidi va* 
fWfi BtJauelnexeidieortbeirofllcei, who contauedtilltha 
"^^awicnDcanorGiiJld. uidJaineiDkksiuxeedcd him. 
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loB of ChsriesHope^ ha bavj^fbeea ejected flat Baai»> 
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John Robertaon 
Patrick Hallybttrton 
Patrick HamiltoD 
James M^Lnrgg 
Sir James M^Luigg 
Adam Brown 
Adam Brown 
Bobert Blackwood 
Sir Bobert Blackwood 
Sir Samuel M'CkUan 
William KeiLon 
William Meikon 
George Warrcnder 
George Warrcnder 
John Duncan 
John Duncan 
William Hutchison 
WilUam Hutchison 
Robert Craig 
Robert Craig 
John Wighiman 
John W ightman 
James Clelaod 
James Cleland 
Bobert Wighiman 
Bobert Wightman 
George Drun.mond 
George Drummond 
Archibald Macauley 
Archibald Macauley 
Patrick Lindsay 
Patrick Lindiay 
James Nimmo 
James Mimmo 



TK&AIUXJSm. 



Patrick Thomson 
Samuel M^Clellan 
Samuel M'Clellan 
George Lawion 
George Lawson 
John Cleghom 
John Clcghorn 
James Mimmo 
James Mimmo 
William Jaffiey 
William Jafficy 
William Baird 
William Baixd 
Gavin Plummcr 
Gavin Plummer 
William Dundaa 
William Dundas 
Robert Todd 
Robert Todd 
John Forrester 
John Fon aster 
Bobert Wightman 
Bobeit Wightman 
George Diummond 
George Drummond 
Jamis Mimmo 
James Kmimo 
William Huiton 
WiUiam Uutton 
David Flint 
David Flint 
Jsmes Donaldson 
James Donaldson 
James Davidson 
James Davidson 



'^^^ Atl^l' Andrew Ramiayl. advised him to dcanh bk «AtM 
thereftmtfie V^ of Scptonber. bcteg JiktaadmaMUy, «hki[ 
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itJauela exerdee of their offioei, who contkiued tJUtiM 
nihelrskttB. j} choicn Dcan of GiiJld, sod Jamci Dkk raaseeiM bim. 
and Ur RdKit M>M*^ ■» onl« fron the CcnvcatioB of Etfales, mimI 
"^^ ^ "^"^ ton Of Chalks Hope, ha havi^ bsM docledltait lteiUe» 
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John Bjna 
John Byrei 
Thomas Inglis 
John M^Naught 
John M«Naiight 
John M^Naught 
Joseph Majoribanks 
Joseph Majoribanks 
Joseph Majoribanks 
NicboU Edward 
William Dick 
John Sinclair 
John Sinclair 
Sir John Sinclair 
Sir John Sinclair 
James Cochran 
James Cochran 
Petrr Cockburn 
Archibald Todd 
Archibald Todd 
George Swittie 
George Swittie 
George Swittie 
George Swittie 
George Swittie 
George Swittie 
George Swittie 



James Borhhcad 
George Swittie 
George Swittie 
Darid Wilkie 
David WUkie 
David Wilkie 
David Wilkie 
Robert Murray 
Edward Bdgar 
Edward Edgar 
Robert Sandilasds 



George Swittie 
George Swittie 
Patrick BUif 
James Rae 
James Rse 
David M^Can 
David M«CaU 
David M«CaU 
Wmiam Gray 
James Loch 
James Loch 
David M'CaU 
Charles Hamilton 
James Rochhead 
John Fleemiog 
John Flreming 
James Pleeming 
William Trotter 
William Trotter 
William Mudie 
John Pairholme 
John Pairholme 
John JoAsie 
Patrick Thomson 
l*homas Lishman 
John Hilston 
John Liddle 



Andrew Bryson 
Andrew Brjson 
Andrew Bryson 
Archibald Ker 
Francis Kinloch 
Wiliism Johnston 
Williem Johnston 
William Johnston 
Thomas Murray 
Gecrge Jarden 
Jsmes Davidson 



Sincltir, sad on tbeleet to be Treasnrcf* D. IfCaO ; and his 
estercd Sfottoiwi in tlw month of July, hot there wm m Com- 
iriJUD0. e Theie were dected on the 9thof March 

the next «idert,<^which being tetiSMte to the Council uf 
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Hugh Cleghom 
John Hendenon 
John Paton 
James Stewart 
David Baird 
Archibald Balfour 
Thomas Allan 
Robert Bale * 
John Yetts 
James Deans 
Patrick Crawford 
Thomas FaJrfaolm 
Archibald Hart 
Eben. M^CoDoch 
Alexander Purees 
William Douglas e 
Alexander Brown 
Alexander Giant 
William Sands 
John DuDsmure 
Adam Fairhoilm 
Robert Cleagh 
John Walker 
John Learmonth 
Andrew Bannie 
Robert Selkirk 
HughBeU 
Hugh Campbell 
Thomas Foggo 
William Hutton 
Charles Wright 
George Pitcidm 
William Gibson 
George Chalmeis 
James Stoddart 
Cbaries Butter 
Robert Home 
George Dunsmuie 
John Kidd 
Anthony Ferguson 
William Trotter 
Thomas Rannie 
John Todd 
John MoBsman 
David Forrester 
Robert Fleming 
Alexander Maxwell 
John FoRCit 



John Cochran 
Thomas Young 
Gavin Hamilton 
John Rochrid 
Hugh Clerk, jan. 
James Stewart, sen. 
John Brown 
Archibald Angus 
George Arbutfanot 
John Dewar 
Archibald Stewart 
James Mansfield 
Robert Forrester 
Niel Macvicar 
John Bell 
John Carmlchad e 
James Milroj 
Patrick Lindsay 
James Macnid 
Arch. Campbell 
Andrew SimpaoQ 
James Rochdd 
Alex. Donaldson 
John Balfour 
Robert Lithgow 
Lachlan Hunter 
Matthew Macallater 
John Mansfield 
James Wilkie 
John Brown 
George Gray 
William Ramsay 
John Lothian 
James Hunter, jun. 
Thomas Smith 
John Grieve 
George Rigg 
William Nicol 
Thomas Trotter 
Hugh Gray 
George Webster 
Thomas Cleghom 
James Torry 
Richard Richardson 
William Thomson 
Arch. MaodowaU 
William Galloway 
James Dickson 



dliribled by Act of PailiaiDcntoii ISth July ITt!, m m- 

andtos wihieqncntyear thare was a pon nlartfcw. 

4 Lord Provost Kincald diadlB oOceMtli 
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iam Thorn 
Craig 

lea Madaggaa 
lea Madaggim 
lam Fonestcr 
lain Fonetter 
es Thomson 
es ThomioQ 
liam Forrester 
liam Forrester 
mas Gibson 
mas Gibson 
Uam Raebum 
liam Raebum . 
ick Fairley 
ick Fairiey 
:ander Nisbet 
lander Nisbet 
les Bainie 
BaiUie 
leiCT Gairdner 
[neier Gairdner 
few Gairdner 
irew Gairdner 
liam Raebum 
Raebum 
tes Thornton 
les 'Thomson 
Thomson, Siiut 
JThomson, SHut 
jciw Gairdner 
Gaiidoer 
Thomson, tius 
Thomson, tdut 
\Bs Thomson 
imas Thomson 
esBura 
tes Bum 
Thomson, Jan. 
[Thomson, jon, 
Drummond 
Drummond 
»mas Thomson 
lOias Thomson 
lesBnm 
lesBum 
in Guthrie 
Guthrie 
tmss Thomson 
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WilSam Miner 
Wflliam Miller 
Robert Phin 
Robert Pbfai 
John Doughs 
John Douglas 
Thomas Miller 
Thomas Miller 
Thomas Tibbets 
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Seal of Cause foi> the Hammemieii of Edinbnrgby &c* 

rilILL all and sy^dry quham it effiers, quliais 
-^ Knawledge thir "i/resent I^etters shall to eom, 
Andrew Baartrem Provost of Edinhurgh, George Ski- 
wardson, John of Liyington, Allei^ander Grawfoord, 
James Aikman, and John Bissett, Baillziets of the 
said Burgh, Greeting ; For sae meikle as, the Hedis- 
men and Maisters of the Hammerman, and Maisters 
of the Hammerman Craft, baith Black-sm3rthe6, Gold- 
smythes, Lorimers, Sadlars, Gvtlars, Buckle-makars, 
Armourars, Peudrars, and all nthers within the said 
Burgh, has humyly menyt and shawin, baith to our 
Sorerain Lord the King, and to us, the gjeeat Skaith, 
Lak and Dangire done to thaim, and the great Damp- 
nage, Hurt and Prejndise done to oiir Soreraine 
Lord's Realme and Lieges in thir Points that dfter 
folows, throw the quhilks the saids Craftismen are 
heryit and put to Pbrerte, besekand our Lord's gud 
Graiee, and us in his Name, of Remed and Reforma- 
cioune thairof, and to set sic Statuts and Wajs thair- 
upon, that the saids Dampnages, Lak and Dangirs 
may be ischewit, and the said Craft of Hamyrmen ex- 
«rdt in Time eumying, to the Honour of our Soverane 
Lord and his Realme, and to the Wele and Profit of 
the saids Craftismen, and ail uthers iis Li^es : that 
is to say in the first. That the said Craft is abusit^ 
and the Maisters and Hedismen thairof gretly skaith- 
it by the daily Markat maid in Cremys, and be vile 
Persones throw the hie Street, and on the Back Half 
of the Town, in bachlying of the Hammyrmenis 
Work and thaur Craft in lack and dishonouring of 
our said Burgh, and in broking of the gud Rule, lov- 
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able and old Statnts, maid diverse tymes thaimpon of 
before: We berefor nnderalanding the seaaonaUe 
Sapplicacionne, and just Peticirune of the said Craft- 
kmmr'dmrn^ to«ett Remii^VtaDid-doe JvatiM'rinur- 
aatill, to tWHononrof thrsaid Biii|^ aad oommozie 
Wele. of the said CrafttsoMii and this hide Realme^ 
hasy aeocnrding to our Sor^raDe Lord Writinis and 
Chaiges gevan to us thaimpoDy the eesBOBon Prof yt 
beyng always eonsiderity Statute derist and ordain, 
and be thir our present Letters statnts^ diyisiB and 
ordaioisy That in Tune emnyiflg* thair be aa ^yn 
Markat maid, or nsit be qnhatsanevir Persoais, of 
any Wark pertenying to the saids Hammynaeai of 
thair Crafty in sehewing thairof in Hands i^ne the 
hiefitroMty noitin CsewyVy nay in Bosds, nor utiier- 
•^lays •within the said Baifhy nor .in thair BQthia» ex- 
eept alanarly the Markat Day. liemf That na Par- 
seius of the Hammynnan CrafI sett op Bath to "wyrk 
within the said Bnigh qohill he be made an Freeman 
thairofy and be examinit be thrie of the best Maatars 
4>f the said Craft, gif he be sofficioat, and wyrkand 
good and soTir Wark, fyne Stuff, and habill to serve 
onurSoTerane Lord and his Lieges, and then to be ad- 
mittitvto set up Bnth, he payand therefor to the 
sind Uphald of DiT3Fn6 Service to be done at St. 
£k>i's Altar, and Reparadoone of the Ornaments 
thairof, Fowtey Shillings. Am, That every Craft- 
isman that tabs ane Prentice to tech him the said 
Craft within the said Bni^h, sal pay for his Emtry 
to the Uphald of the said Altar and the Ornaments 
thairof. Twenty Shillings, /ftm. That non of the 
saids Craftismen tak any nther feit Man .to wyric on 
the sud Craft qnhill his Prentisehip befnlfiOit and 
completity under .the Pain of Twenty Sfaillingi. Item, 
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H^hBt nane of the saids Cmftismen rassave n^r lat, 
wark within his Bathe ony Man, without he be uther 
his Prentiss or feit Servaat, sa that the Master of the 
Bathe sal anawer for his Wark and Fynenes thairo£ 
Jieniy That nane of the said Grafitisinen resett, tak, 
nor fee anis ather Maois Prentis nor Senrandy nor 
give him Wark, without it be clearly understannd 
that he be free of all other Menu Service. Jiemy 
Up<m ilk Satirday Afternoon, that twa or thrie of 
the worthyest Maisters and'of maist Knawledge of 
the said CraliE, ^diosuie thabrto be the haiU Fallow- 
ship, pass with thair Officiar, and serch and se all 
Menys Wark in -the said Craft gif it be sofficimit in 
StufP and Warkmanship, gad and habill Wark to 
serve our Soverane Lords Lieges with : And quhar 
it beis fundyne faltive, to forbid the sarnyne, wider 
the Pain of escheating thairof sis aft as he beis ion- 
dyne faltive. Item, That all thir €raftismen above 
writen s«l convene Tyme and Place to be thocht ex- 
pedyent als aft as thay plaise, to common upon the 
breaking of thir Statuts above e^^remit, and to cer- 
tifie the Prouost and Bailzies thairof that sail be lor 
the Tyme, that Reformaciouue and Ponicioun may 
be done thaimpon as effiers. Item, That every Man 
brdker of thir forwrittine Statuts, pay for ilk ane of 
thaim als aft as thay happen to be brokin in his de- 
falt, Aught ShilliAgs to be taken but Favore, to the 
Heparacioun of the said Altar and Ornaments thair- 
of, and that all Men of the said Craft doe and fulfil 
thet aid uaand Consuetud in all Thyngs to the Up- 
hald of Divyne Service at the said Altar Oukly and 
Dayly, and ane honourabill Chi^lin thairof to thair 
Craft as effiers ; and gif the Maisters and Hedismen 
of tibe said Craft dois noeht thair Dilligence, to qause 
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/ all their Statnts above writtine be observit and kepit^ 
' and Falts thairof to be serchit and pnnysbt tbairfor 
be the ProTost and Baillzies, as sail be sene eonso- 

* nant to Reassone. And this to all qnhara it effiers, 

* or may effier, we mak knawn fiiythfnllie be thir onr 
' present Lettirs, and in witnessing thairof, we hare, 

* at the Command of onr Soverane Lord, and Desyre 
^ and Request of the sayds Craftismen, maid onr com- 

* mon Sele of Cause to be hingyen to thir Presents, at 
' Edinburgh the 12th Day of April, the Zeir of God a 

* Thousand and four hundreth ninety and six Zeirs.' 

Ratification in favours of the Hammermen of 

Edinburgh. 

' A 1^ Edinburgh the sixt Day of September 1681 

* "^^ Years, Our Soveraign Lord, with Advice and 

* Consent of his Estats of Parliament presently con- 
' veened by his Majesties speciall Authority, hes rati- 

* fyed and approven, and hereby ratifies and approves 
^ the haill Rights, I^viledges, Immunities and Casual- 

* ties, granted to, and in Favores of the Deacon, Box- 

< masters. Masters, Patrons, and remanent Members of 

* the Magdalen Chaple, consisting of Smiths, Cutlers, 
^ Saidlers, Lorimers, Armorers, Peutherers, Shear- 

< Smiths, and all others incorporat, or to %e incorpor- 
' ate with them, by our Soveraigne Lord, or any on 
' other of His Majesties Royall Predecessors, or 
^ by the Provost, Baillies, and Toun Council of the 

* said Burgh of Edinburgh, and Mortifications grant- 

* ed to them, by whatsomever Person or Persons, of 

* whatsomever Date, Tenor, or Contents the samin be 

< of, and bear : and particularly, but Prejudice of the 

< said Generality, an Seal of Cause granted to 
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* them by the Magistrats and commoja Council of the 

< said Burgh of Edinburgh, upon the Tuelvth Day of 

< Aprile 1496, as the semen in it self more fully bears, 

< In the haill Heads, Glauses and Articles therein con- 

* tained, after the Form and Tenor thereof, in all 

* Points, and Wills, and Grants, and for His Majesty, 

* and His Highnes Successors, with Advice and Con- 
^ sent foresaid, decerns, declares, and ordains this pre- 
' sent general Confirmation to be als sufficent, valid 

* and effectual in all Respects, as if the saids haill 

* Rights, Grants, and Priviledges; and particularly 

< but Prejudice of the foresaid Generality, the SeaU 
' of Cause, and Gifts of Mortification above mention - 

< ed, were, cfe verbo in verbum herein expressly sett 

< donn, ingrossed and repeated. Likeas, His Majesty, 

* with Advice and Consent forsaid, hes ratifyed, aiid 

< hereby ratifies, approves, and confirms to the said In- 

< corporation of Hammermen, all and sundry their 
' Rights and Priviledges, whereof they have been in 

< U«e and Possession ; and particularly, of seasing and 
*■ apprehending of all and whatsomever Work belong- 
^ ing to, or ^at can be made^ furnished and compleat- 

< ed by them, that shall happen to be imported within 
*■ the said Burgh, any Time hereafter (except upon 

< the Mercat Day) and there escheating and confi9cat- 

< ing the one^ Half thereof to His Majestys Use, and 

< the other Half of the samen to the Use of the Poor 

< of the said Inc(M*poration. And further, discharges 

< and inhibits all, and whatsomever Work belonging 

< to, or can be made, furnished and compleated by 
' them, to be inbrought, sold, vented or retaild within 

< the said Burgh, by any Person or Persons, except 
^ within the Boothes and Shops of the Freemen of the 
' said Incorporation, but what shall happen to be in- 
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< brooglit en- the MeroatDay, and vented, sold, and 

* ratil'd on the Mercat Day, at thei ordinary Mercat 
^ Place, between ten Honrg in the Morning, and two 

* in the Afternoon, and that under the pain of Con- 

* fiseation thereof to the Uses foresaid. Extracted 

* forth of the Records of Parliament, by me Sir Tko. 

* Murrain of Glendaieh Knight and Baronet, Clerk to 

* His lifojestys Council, Register and Rols* 

< Tho. Murray derk 



The Trades being thns confirmed in their Privil^fes 
by the Royal Sanction, gave snch extraordinury Prciofs 
of Loyalty, that they estaUished themselYes in tihe 
Grace and FaYonr of their Princes ; and llietr loyal 
Actions I shall traee> beginning with the Reign of 

King Robert Bruce. 

For many eminent Services p^ormed- by ^e CraflB> 
and odier Citisens of Edinbnrgh, contamed in an 
Charter granted by the said King Robert, dated at 
Cardross, in the 24th Year of las Retgn : He IKi^oiies 
to the Provost, Bdllies, Council and Comrannities of 
the said Bnrgh, and their Smcoessors, the Haven of 
Leith, Mills, and other Perdnents thereof, to be hold- 
en of His Majesty, and Soecessors^ als fredy, and 
with the same Liberties and Commodities, as the same 
were enjoyed in the Time of King Alexander his Pre- 
decessor, of happy Memory, for Payment of 52 Merks. 
Nor was Edinbn^h, by her loyal Deportment, less in 
Favour with his Successor, 
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KiNCbRoBEBT the IL 

In the B^inning af his ReigDi Edinbiugb^ to speak 
pr<^pt^ly, wa^nottiie Capital Cit]rof Scotland^ being'., 
onljafimall Buigh'(whicJi made Wabiog^uoae^ . and - 
other HistprifuiB of theci^ Times, cdl it a Village) the 
Houses. of wlueh, becanae they were. so* often exposU 
to Incwaioiia firoitt Eng^d, betqg thateh'd.for the., 
moat Part, i^th Straw and Tnrf ;, and th^i^burnt, or , 
deiMish'dy were with no greait Diffiedty repaired: 
For in aaciei^ Times, the Highlands was propeiiy:tfao 
Sools^Kinfa Teiritories>. till the Piets were,e3q>eU'd,.. 
whp had Edinbni^ and the Lothtans iu Possession^ 
in the Re^ of King Kenneth IL Ajwo. 839 : Bat 
the Loyally: of the Citu(en8» impr^^gnaUe Stnangtb of 
the Gastloy and the GonTenieney of the AUb^igRiiiiBoly 
Rood-Heiuie^ in the Royal Chappel whereof hie Corps 
ifrin(siT*d» inyited the King to dwelli and hold his Par** 
liament there. fVdm this prooeeded a great Con^ 
course ^ Pec^le, who. were of Coorae obliged to resort 
to it, and occasioned these magnificent^ but too costly 
StmetureS) with which it is since crowded* But the 
l4oyalty of this City of Edinburgh, was more remaikr 
iibl|S,in the Reign of 

KiKo Jam«s III. 

who haying offiraded his NoUesi, for. advancing Robert 
€och|^> a Mason,, to. the Dignify, of Secretary of 
State, and creating him Earl of Mar, James Hommel, 
a Taylor, and one Leonard, a Smith, to extraordinary 
FaTottr, and'Race» of Tmst, so incens'd lite ancient 
Peerage, for ennobling these Mushrooms, sprung from 
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the I>reg of the People, quarrelling the KiDg's arb^ 
trary Power, in dispensing these»HoDour89 and mar- 
shalling those Persons whom he had advanced to these 
high Dignitiesi that in an impetus of Passion, they 
hanged Cochran, Earl of Mar, orer the Bridge of Lau- 
der, and rais'd such violent Emotions in the States that 
His Majesty, for Security of his Royal Person, wad 
forc'd to shelter himself in Edinbui^h Castte. During 
his Confinement there, the Eng^h, with whom he was 
at War, having march'd to Edinburgh t and there be- 
ing a Treaty betwixt the Soots and them, of the 2d 
Aug^t 1482 ; the next Day after this Cessation, Alex- 
ander Duke of Albany, the King's Brother, impor- 
tuned by the Prayers and Tears of the Queen, for the 
King's Liberty, by the Assistance of William Bar- 
trem. Provost of Edinburgh *, and with him the whole 
Community, and Incorporations of Crafts-Men, intire- 
ly loving their Kii^, and devoted to his Service, loyal- 
ly, and generously oUig'd themselves to repay to the 
King the Sums of Money depurs'd by him in View of 
the Marriage betwixt the Duke of Rothesay and hir 
Daughter the Lady Cecil : Or if the King did yet in- 
cline that the Marriage should be completed, they 
undertook for their Sovereign Lord, the King of Scot- 
land, that he should concur, conform to hb former 
Obligation, providing that their said Sovereign Lord, 
or the Lords of his Council, or the said Provost and 
Burghers, were informed of the King of England's 
Heasure and Mection upon the Matter, by the First 
of All Saints next to come. And the saids Citizens 



* FoBd. Aug. torn. ^. p. 161. Godscraft's Hiitory of the 
Douglaflses. Abercromby*8 Jttartial Atchievements. Hauthem-^ 
den's UiiU 
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surpris'd and i«enn*d the Casde of Edinburgh ; and to 
the great DisaatisfAction of the rebellioiis Nobleg^ set 
their Sovereign at Liberty. These surprising Instances 
of Loyalty and Valour, for which they shall be had in 
«Terh»ting Remembrance, procured ^om the King, a 
Grant of many new Privileges, containM in a Patent, 
which they call their Oolden Charter, dated 1482; 
particnlarly, the Magistrates are made heretable She- 
riffs within the said Burgh, and Liberties of the same. 
And another Charter from their said Sovereign Lord, 
in Favours of the said Provost, BaiUies, Council and 
Conmranities of the said Burgh, and their Successors 
for ever, of all the Customs of the Haven of Leith, and 
Road of the same, dated 16th November 1482 ; and a 
confirmation of a Charter and Infeftment granted by 
Sir Robert Logan of Restalrig, to them, of all the Pas- 
sives and Ways leading to the Haven and Harbour of 
Leith, and from the same ; containing divers Liberties 
and Immunities. 

Indeed they very well deserved the Favours bestow- 
ed on them : For 'tis certiun, that upon the King of 
JEngland's sending his Servant, the Grarter King at 
Arms, to let them know, that for several g^at Causes 
and Considerations, he had intirely refus'd to comply 
with the Marriage betwixt the Duke of Rothesay and 
his Daughter, they repaid all the J^oney, amounting to 
6000 Merks, which be deburs'd on that Account. 

Having trac'd the Blue Blanket to the Origine of 
the Croisade, from whence it undoubtedly had its Rise, 
I cannot pass over in Silence the Honour put upon it 
by this Monarch, who was the first that gave it the 
Civil Sanction, not thinking the above I^onatives a 
sofilcient Reward to the Loyal Cralts, confirmed to 
them all the Privileges of ihe Blue Blanket, which . 
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they cUum'd by Pte ic ription» or aa iiUBenorU Po»' 
iwsioiiy and ordtto'd it to be oaU'd in all lime oeniiig. 
The SStandard cf the Cn^ tpMw Bwr^: For dntf 
King, foil of the Spirit tkat wanna ike Koed of abso- 
lute Monarcha, b^;Uy teaoBted- Ae TraatmfBt Bob«:t 
Cocbraiiy Maaon, by him created Bari of Mar, bad mot 
witJi by bia factioiia Noblea, wonli needs eonfer this 
I>ignity upon tbe Trades, in wbom be plae'd bia q»e- 
cial Confidence. Tbe Tradea tbna bonovr'd, renewed 
tbrnr Banner ; or, to speak in tbe Language rf He- 
pranlda, t^r Ensign, by Way of Pennon, and tbe 
iQnaen witb ber own Hands painted upon it a Saltire, 
<or St. Andrew's Gross, a TJusde, an Imperial Grown, 
and an Hammer, witb tbe IbllowxDg Inscrqytion : 

«« F«sr OOD, and hsBMir.t&a Kiag, 
With a long liife, and prosparoat Rdga, 
And we tlie Trades shall eier pray.'* 

Tbe GrafibB baying now not only tbe Gross, bnt tbe 
Grown on tbeir Ensign, were as firmly perswaded of 
Success in all tbeir publick Actings, as Constantine 
tbe Great; tbe first Gbristian Emperor, in the Year 
S06, of defeating tbe Tyrant Maxentins, when at 
Noon-Day he saw a luminous Gross in ibe Air, witb 
these Words in Greek, 

«* la hoc SigBO'fiiiees.'' 

Tbe old NoUlity and Gentry were exceediogly net- 
tled at tbe Proeeedinga of the King to re-estahUsh bis 
Authority, but in die Judgment of wise and loyal 
Men, very unjuafly ; for tbe Feuadatien of all Obe- 
dienae to Supeakars, aae Bewards and Puaisbttieiiti^ 
and Royalty is an bireation of Dtriae Wisdom* for 
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tkie Hijipnagi of M^^aote; lUid Kings beiag common 
VaUmr^io their Peoplo, are ta roifrard Virtoe wber* 
OT«r thtfy fittd it ; 'tia tlimr Duty t»,4o it, and the Pro- 
wiae of die iLMo ef Kisgs that diey diaU d^ « He 
<^ will. take> their JDaaghtttra^ aad make thorn Apothe- 
^* cariei, Gooksy and Bahen ; and he will take their 
<^ Sonfly and appohit- diem to. his ChariotSi and to be 
** his Horsemen, and he wHl maha them Captains over 
*' Thousands. M the Wrath of a King is like die 
^ Roaring of a Lion : 8i»in the lo^t of li» Connter 
« nance is Life, and his Favour as the latter Rain." 

Aa the Crafts of fidinhu^^ in die Reign of his 
Successors, made a very gratefiil sad prudent Use of 
the ttae Blanket, with Respect to Gt^vennnoit; so 
they never failed» with dus Stendaid» to. chastise all 
wha in. the least infnnged their B%hta and Frnrileges, 
which King James VL takes nodce of ai his Ba$itio69^ 
DoBomf or, Adiice to hia Son an4 apparent Snocessor( 
Henry Prince of Wales, Page 164. << ThaOafUhmen 
*^ think we should be. content with their Work, how 
** bed soever it he ; and if in any Thing they be con* 
'' tvonl'd, np goes the Bbe Blanket.'* 

As they flomnehed in the FavoBsa of their Sovereign 
IQ«g. James* HL so did they in the Beign of that con* 
in^ns.andipievs IMnoe his Sncoessori 

Kme Jaiiss IV. 

Crown'd at Edinburgh 1489 ; who, £om angular Acts 
of Loyalty perfom*d by the City of Kdinbnrgh, by his 
Chait^ of Confirmation under the great Seal, to the 
snid Provost, BailUes, Council, and Communities of the 
said Burgh, ratified and confirmed die two above Char- 
ters granted by King James IIL and Charter granted 
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by Sir Robert Log^a of Rottelrig; whieh Charter of 
Confirmation ia dated at Stirling the 9€h day of March 
1510. And, by another Chartery disponed to them 
the Lands and Haren of Newhaven, with the Haven, 
Silver, and all other Profits, Duties, Liberties, and 
Immunities pertaining thereto, dated at Stirling the 
said 9th Mareh 1510. Thus far was the City of 
buigh honoured and priTil^ed iu the Reign of 
James the IV. and were no less so, during the Govern- 
ment of his Son and Saccesser, 

Sjno Jahds the V. 

For during, the Wars 'twixt him and the Earl of Nor- 
thumberiand, John Aimstrang, Chief of a Gang of 
Thieves, was entic'd by the King^s Officers to have re«- 
course to the King, who had written a Letter to him 
with his Royal Hand, to attend him at his Palace of 
Hally Rood-House. The King hearing a distinct Ac- 
count of the Crimes he was g^ty of, ordained him to 
be committed to Goal, and suffer, with his Accom- 
plices, according to Law. This notorious Highway- 
man, with the Assistance of his Followers, drew upon 
the King in his Chamber of Audience, who was, with 
much Difficulty, rescued by the Courtiers and their 
Attendants, and continued in their Hostilities, design- 
ing to have murdered every Soul in the Royal Palaoe> 
till it was nois'd in the City of Edinburgh that the 
King was in eminent Danger of being cut off by the 
Hands of bloody Ruffians, the Crafits of the City rose, 
and slew every one of the Assassins. The Story is 
preserved in Memory, not so much by our Historians, 
who gave but a feint. Account of it, as a Balland com* 
pil'd by one of the greatest Poets of that Age. 



OF TSX BLUE BLAVXET. 109 

*< Hmto dwelt a Man in fldr 'VTeBtnunlaad, 
Jolm Annttrang Men did Iiim caO, 
He Imd neitiier Lands nop B«ntt ooming in. 
Yet ha h0g% aighttoote Hen in hit HaU» &«• 
The King he wrote an a Letter then, 
A Letter which wat large and long. 
He sign'd it with his own Hand, 
And he promised to do him no Wrong. 
When this Letter came John Mm tUl, 
His Heart was as Myth as BMs on a Tiee; 
Never was I sent for befoae.any King, 
My Father, my Grandfather, nor none hnt me, duv 
By the Morrow Morning at ten of the Clock, 
Toward Edinborrow gone was he. 
And with him all his eigfatsoore of Men, 
Oeod Lord, an it was a goodly Sight to see. 
When John came before the King, 
He fdl down low upen lus Knee, 
O pardon, my Soversign Li^ge, he sidd, 
O pardon my eightsoore Men and me. 
Thou shalt have no pardon thou Traytor strong, 
Nae for thy eightscore Men and thee ; 
For to Morrow Morning by ten of the Clock, 
Both thoaikfl them shall hang on the Gallow Tree* 

Then John looked over his left Shoulderi 
Good Lord what a grievous Look le<A»d he ! 
Said, *^ I have asked €hnoe at a graceless Face, 
Why, there is nana for ye nor me**' ^ 

But John had a bright Sword by his Side, 
And it was made of Mettal so free. 
That had not the King stept his Foot aside. 
He had smitten his Head from his fair Bodie, 
Saying, ^* Fight on my merry Men all, 
And see that none of you be tane $ 
For rather than Men should say we were hang*d. 
Let them report that we were slain.** 
God wot, the Trades of Edinburgh rose. 
And soe beset poor John round. 
That Fourscore and ten of John's best M^> 
Lay gasping all upon the Ground,'* &c. 



Having 



ciaUy the Crafts i^WMm^iltni'iikm BiipMn of 8»- 
veral SoTei«%ii% }fie^hettTfWti^M'to-ik» of 

Queen Mary, 'i* mtist tdde notioe oflJIe pl^ns dona- 
tions of an eminent CStizen orBjinBnrd^ ilMlcliael 
Mac^[aliaa and Ids Spoqa^ ialf«roajML of the Hwuner- 

men, (who dediQitii^m4MP«mt«4lWBl»«JMa^ 
to St Moi's Altainitt.81 CH4'ft4BMMh)i&B:£NittHng of 
the Magdal«B^€bpely-lv4Mi« lliey mom^mmf^ wMeh is 
contained in the feB ow ing €fcartcr. 

< rilO all and snndiry, tQ. whoh. l^owled^^e thir P^ 
' '^ sents saU Q<inif(> S9a4hQ sm^ I, Jou»%Rjne^ Re- 

< lict, Execntn^ mi wAj latmmimntaax wilh the 

< Goods and Gear 9^ wmipiMk MUumI Mnflnhan, 
« Bnrges of Edinhnrgli^ nHih^p Fsaee'fai earliord, 

* makes known by tMr P t^ sents, That- wiien the 

* said Michael was greatly troubled wlQi an heavy di- 

< sease, and oppress^ with Age, anit nundfol of Eter- 
^ nal Life, he est^^eined. it ane goo^ Way to obtain 

< Etenal Jiii&b to eaoott seme Cliris|iiiVlir«r9kkf«i* ever 

< to remain and «bAiv6> he Mls96v«ii ktridemd Pound, 

< to be empk^yed^AHT'lAie'SvppleneBt of iImB^co of 

* the Magdalen dhapell; and to the other Edifices for 

* Foundation of. the Ch^ipelli a|id SustentatiDn of seve- 

< ral poor Men, who should contiDually there putfurth 

< their Prayera to Qod Almjighty ; for. there wasmany 

< others thattluid pMmsai (onortilye s«ii>e Portion 

< of their Goods- for peyMtiqg aad ahsolvMig of She 

* said Wark, but they ihihEied, and •mfMrem £pom 

< such une hofiy and r^Hgi<ms Work, and altogether 
' refused thereupon to confer thet samen. Quhilk 

< Thing I taking heavyly, and poQ4eiring it in my Heart, 

< what in sqA aM AsiMq B^iiiA^ sQpM ^ 4^« ; &^ 



laH^ I th—dhf iihtliiiiiliTfciw until IjImi flilfiBiiHTi nf 
m7..fibMkBiid'A.Wil]l wAr took :«|Mii» Viwdie JBwden 
^ AiB hMa>W>A, <nil.?>iMrd>WqiAwinMiA found 
to die.7aatleftl>ej^]MinlM»is.Aiid 

fiotoioBLof Aaibi Gki|NdJ^ ffmnBiMtfi ithpumfj wid 
B«iMi]« of A»Edtfto tat Huk IUMt«tioii,.4>C the 
Chipliaf, mki,mmtm*fiwt.ibm^m^d.Snr Jbiiiaiif of 
Land,, ts irill Ifidd. I#iid laft J|m^.I#iid,L and 
'wwAyf AjuraabBBfiik. fan t\m NuMniAiaat flMturtTi- 
tiop, — d Dhmthh i R sdstimm^ «%fc M t rft ir jnaic bugriy 
fl«t doirau ThManSum- vit ja. sie» ,l]o tl|^PmM.«fid 
iKMtMT of Almighly Ood». and of lib MQAen tbo 
Bliiaed Virgine Mvj, aadlof Mary. M^(ddl«a» and 
of the luuU Oelaalial Oaiicli, .toJhai9.aricl^ 
fied ane oerta«-flhy|idl: aad.Hinii|wtril3Bh»aa».lyaBiig 
in the Bu|^ of EdiohiVKh^ «paputb%fiotoh:Sideuof 
tke Kiiig'shigh 8trMl,.«aU^tha^Ceiii^(ate».fcr Ha« 
httodon of the foraaaid. Chaplain and PQor>« and^tbat 
fiffom tibe Fomdatioa theseoff.aiid.haik.dodksate.die 
lo mop to the Namo of Mary • Mfltfdalloni and ]]i3a 
£(nuidit the oNd Chaplain, aqd >flesren Poon for to 
give furth their oontbual Fnyiaca unto CM for the 
SalTatuA of the 8onl of oar nieat.iIbialiiaiiAM«ry 
Queen of Scott^ and for the Salvatioo .of .Jwyiaid 
amqiihil Hnsfaand'a Soul and. mine; And-aibo».fi>p 
the Salratioa of the Soida of any Fathorii ai^ 
Mbthen, andfur the Salration of dU the Soolf of 
thoae that ahatt put to theic helping. Hand, or aaU fl^ve 
any Thing to thia Work : Aa alao» for. the Patrona 
of Ae aaid Chaple X And.alaO| fcrthe Sonla of all 
thoae of whom wie have had- any Thuqjg. whUk we 
have not reitor'd> and &r the whilk Mi^hav^ n9t.gi« 
van Satiafaotion ; to have given and gxantedt N^hy 



112 



jox muroMicAXs accoukt 



thig my prMent CSharCer in poarand pcipetiial Aliiis^ 
and to hare oonfiim'd in Mortificadon : As also, to 
give and grants and by this present CJuurter, gives 
in poor Alms and Mortification, to confirm to Al^ 
mi^bty God, widi tbe Blessed Viigin Mary, tkesaid 
ChapeU and Chapell House, for the Sostentation of 
ane seenlar Chaplain, and weivea poor Men, and fot 
Qhiylain, and four poor Brethren, to ehare their 
Food, and perpetoal Sostentation within, tbe said 
Hospital,' and for buying of their Habits every twa 
Year once, I mortily these Anmialrents under-writ- 
ten ; to wit, Ane yearty Amraalrent of anglitsoere 
and anght Merks Money of Scotland, out of that 
Annualrent of threescore Pounds yearly, to be 
uplifted and tone at twa Terms yearly, Whitsun- 
day and Martinmass in Winter, be equall Portions, 
out of aU and haill the Barony of C^unwath Miln, 
and Pertinents thereof^ and the other two Merks of 
the said Annualrent of threescore Pound, to be ap- 
ply'd and used for my Use, during my Lifetime, and 
after my Decease, to the poor Brethren under-writ- 
ten : As also, for the Dyet and Sustentation of other 
three poor ones, and buying of thw HaUtes ilk twa 
Year, aflor the Decease of me the said Jonet, re- 
serving to me my Liferent during my Lifetime, viz. 
The foresaid Amiualrent of twa Merks of the said 
Annualrent of tlireesoore Pounds yeaiiy, to be up- 
lifted out of the Lands of Camwath : As also, ano- 
ther yearly Annualrent of twenty Merks Money of 
Scotland, yearly to be uplifked, as said is, out of all 
and haill t^e Lands pertaining to Kathrine Gifiespie 
and John Cockbum her Spouse, lyand in the Burgh 
of Edinburgh, upon the south side of the high Street 
thereof, betwixt the Trans of the Vennel called - 
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Hftir's €9o8s, and the Trans of tie Vennel called 
Boithwiek's Cloes : As also, ane other yeaily An- 
nuahrent of ten Merks. out of f^e Tenement of um- 
quhile AndreM^ Harly, lying" upem the N<»th P^urt of 
the King^s high Street : And abe, ane otkwr An- 
naalrent of 12 Merits, out of the Tenement of Land 
pertaining to nmwhile James Yoong : And als, ano- 
ther Annnalient of xiii sh. iiii, d. ont of the Tene- 
ment of Land pertaining to Edward Thomson Bax- 
ter, lyeing in the said Bnigh in Peebles- W3rnd. 
Whilk Chaplain tod his Saooessors, shall have for 
their Yearly Snstentation Twenty Fonr Merks Mo- 
ney of Scotland* ont of the foresaid yeaily Annnal- 
rent of a1^[^t8core and anght Merks,' dnreing Jonet 
Rynd's Lifetimci and afler her Decease, ont of all 
the foresaid yearly Annualrents, to be taken up be 
himself at Wfaitsmiday, and'Martinmass in Winter, 
evry Year in all Time comeing, be equal Portions. 
Whilk Chaplain shall hare the Care, <}ovemment 
and Administration of the foresaid Hoipital, and of 
the foresaid poor Brethren, and of all other poor 
Brethren that shall, in any Time thereafter, be put 
thereintill, and dudl, three Times in the Year, pro- 
vide to them the Ecdesiastieal Sacraments, ]wovide- 
ing they be foimd meet and apt for receaving there- 
of ; to wit, the Feast of Pasch, Pentecost, and Na- 
tivity of our Lord Jesus Christ. Whilk Chiq»lane 
alse shall see, that in the foresaids Feasts, and other 
oonYement Times, chiefly when they shall be sick 
of any heavie Infirmity, how the foresaid Poor 
shall be worthyly diq»osed for receaving of the 
Sacrament V and for that Effect, he shall exhort 
them, and shall charitably move them, and shall 
hear their confessions. And the sidd Chaplain 
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shaH be aUiged erery Ferial Time of the Week, 
if it be not ane Feett Day, to make ane Mesa of 
Beet, with aae Paalm direet to the LORD, for 
theforenid Seule* Neither shall it be leisome to 
the Mid Chaplain to have any Sobatitate under him, 
to serve in the said Hospital for him, eausept in the 
Time of Infirmity and Weakness ajlenerly ; to the 
whfik Mesa the foresaid seven Poor, and any others 
t» be fonnd tbewinia to be pfeseiit> and to kowpceed 

asOedforthefamsaidfloeli^Midhe sail h»re ane. 
Gace, thailiChe forpsaid PooirehelL.dilUgenliy obaenre 
the wkele FemriaSion and Artistes aa is hesein sett 
down*. jSttid feeder^ W« wm and ovdain,. that The 
saidGhaphmeandiUs fiiws ei s ers .foi! the Time^ at 
the first tena of' their. Sntiy and Admissien in the. 
aaidf HnqiitaV shall find Jifihimt Cawlw tothe Pa- 
tanwoJAm^mJA Hespifcd» £K:thaii!sllPfesfni¥at^n. 
oi all Ab JsweOa* OBaamantik and oiheiai TrfrntsinTr 
09m irinlk salt bekng'te die said* HegptnV te be 
deihrered be. thena.lo therPataans n^dm ae(Iwe»>ay.f 
and that he.shallnnft seB».ner pit'aiirar,aiHi(.of the 
said OmawMits, neither sha& it be- Isifpase tO: the 
saki Ckaplane to embraee any other ClhaphMsrie or 
Beeknaatisk Ofioe; whOkif hedon, hia Chapknrie. 
shall Vaik wilhent any'DedasnIer eCa»y Jndgy, and 
it shall be leieame.tQ the Patrene to oenfeftthesamfin 
open ane other. And if he be.fomd inoovtinei^ of 
his Body^ cdHier be lionniy, AdnUery^ Intoest, 
DrankenBess, IMssentions, or of any other nettor or 
manifcat Crimea, and found colpaUe by the Patrpnes, 
or most Pairt of.them, before ane Nottar and faith- 
fnU Wilnewea, shall be. three Tunes adbncwMhtto 
desist &ae them, andafter ane foil Year ontnnvlw) be 
fonnd kuMuiigiUe, it shall W oeafiux'd be^tiie Pa- 



troiis upon aae able Chaplane. And farder, the raid 
Chaplaiiiy erery Year, once in th« Year, for the 
said IVfichael and Jonet» sail nake- SvxStnge^y which 
iSy ^ I am pkasedy and ititeoi me, O JLOItDf with 
an Mesa cf Eest, being nahBd^ he doaAed me:'* 
with two Wax Candles burning en ihe Altu*. To 
the whilk Soffirages and Itfess, he shall eanse ring 
the CSiappell Bell ^e spaee of aae Quarter of aae 
Hour, and that all the foresaid Poor, andoliiers that 
shall bo'thereintOl, e^iaDbe present at the foresaid 
Mess with ^bm Habiles^ reqnestu^ all- tiiese that 
shall come in to hear tiie said Aisss to pray for the 
said Sonls. And farder, Eyeiy Dwf of tiie bkmed 
Mary Magdallen, Pairon of the ^resaid H»fSpM, 
and the Day of the Indulgences of the said- Hospitd, 
aadeyery otiker Day of the Year, li^e said (9iapli»e 
shall offnr xsp aft the OUmtions, aiaAfer e^ery Obla- 
^n shall hare twa Wax Candles upon Ae Altar, 
and twa at the Foot of the Imagea of the Pitren 
in twa Brazen Candesticks, and «w» Wax 
Tordies on the Feast of the Nativity of* ott* Sa- 
viour, Pbseli^ and WMtsdnday, of tho-Oisya of Mary 
Magdifieu, and of the^ Days of the Ilid«dlgenees 
grained to tho said Hospital, and deaUeing al ether 
great Feasts, with twa Wax Oaadles allen^y. 
And likewayes, he sail fftenmv^ tbe Alter m the 
OmameBts thereof, and he sail present the JFswrils 
and Ornaments of the said Alter deaaf and tight, 
and he sail be obliged and restricted to femirti 
Bread, Wine and Wax to the sud Hospital, ^r the 
faaill Year. As also, the said Chaplain riuill be ob- 
liged, at his entry, before he be adhnitted to the- said 
Hospital, to give his great Oath, by teud^ng tlie sa- 
cred Bvangil^ That he shall neither, direetfy nor in- 
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direcdyy by whttoomeyer Pretence, or Collor, seek 
the Derogatioii of thu Foundation, in haiU or in 
Part, neither be himself, nor be any other Party; 
neither shall he hare any Dispensation or Deroga- 
tion £rom <wy other the Time of his Admission; 
neither shall he be put into the said Chaplanry be 
any other, bnt shall only have his Admission from 
the saids Patrons, to the E£Fect, that if he derogate 
any Thing from the said Hospital, and sail not ful- 
fil the haill Articles and danses thereof, he sail be 
the same Patrons be removed, and another able Cha- 
plain put in his Place* And also. We will and de- 
clare, That the foresaid Seven poor Men, and like- 
wise any other of that Kind that shall be foundit or 
put thereintiU be any others, that they shall gi^ 
Obedience to the said Chaplain in all honest and lei- 
some Things, as their undoubted and lawful Master 
of the said Hospital; and that none b^ admittsd 
amongst the said poor Brethren of the said Hospital, 
but such as are not married, and not stained with an 
Concubine, or with any other notorious Crime, and 
that none be admitted* except he be past, before his 
Admissiim, Tlureescore Years, egcoept they be impo- 
tent and miserable Persons, who otherwise are not 
able to get their daily Bread, And that no Wo- 
man, howsoever miserable or impotent, be any ways 
received or admitted in the said Hospital ; and that 
no Woman shall frequent this House of Hospital at 
no Time, and chiefly in the Night-time ; and that 
one of the said seven poor Men, Weekly, in his own 
Turn, shall be Janitor, who shall open and steik the 
Gatef thereof, and shall make dean the said Ch^»el 
and common House thereof every Day, and keep it 
honest from all Filth. And if it chance that the 
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' said Janitor be sick for the Time, that he cannot do 

* it, then ane other of the said poor Brethren, in his 
' Turn, most able and meet, by the Discsretion of the 

* said Chaplain, shall he appointed. And the said 
^ Janitor, every Day from Pasch to the Feast of St. 

* Jnde, from Half Six in the Morning, he shall open 

* the Gates, and close them again at Aught Hours at 

* Night ; and the rest of the Year he shall open at 
' Seven Hours in the Morning, and close them again 
^ at Seven at Night, and shall ring the Bell of the said 
^ Chapel for the space of a Quarter of an Hour, im* 
' mediatdy after the Opening, and a little, before the 
^ Closing : And that the said seven Poor, and every 

< one of them, shall immediately, after ringing of the 

< Bell, repeat the Lord's Prayer Five Times, and the 
^ Angelical Salutation Fifty Times, and the Belief of 
' the Apostles once in the Day : and they shall repeat 

* the twa Psalms that are called the blessed Virgin's, 

* be&re the compleating of their Dinner, and Refection 

* at Twelve Hourp. And the Dinner being done, the 

* foresaid haill Poor, within the said Hospital for the 

< Time, shall conveen before the great Altar, and 

< there, with their bowed Knees, give Five Pater Nos- 

* ters, Fifty Ave 3faria*Sy and ane Creedy' Sfc, 

. The Hospital was Founded by Michael M<Quhan, 
Anno 1503; but the Charter by the Relict, Anno 
1545. 

This Chapel is adorned with the Arms of the Crood 
Town of Edinburgh, being Argent, a Castle triple 
Towered Sable, marshalled of the first, surmounted 
with Thanes Gules, supported on the Dexter by a 
Virgen Lady, on the Sinister with a Deer, and Accolee : 
Behind the Shield the Sword of Honour, and Mace 
Unsigned with an Imperial Crown ; Below in a Com-* 
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fHutmcnt, NISI DOMJNUS FRUSTRA. Bound 
this Ajfedbieyemenl; are the Armorinl iEosigiiB of the 
foUowing Inooiporations, nfscordiiig to their Prece- 
dency. 

In the firtt Oval 

L CHIRURGEONS^ 

Az. on a Fess. Ar. a naked Man Fess- Ways proper, 
'twixt a dexter Hand pahned, and in its Pahn an Eye 
proper, issuing from the Chief. In the dexter Canton 
a Saltire Air. nnder an Imperial Crown Or^ or proper, 
snrmonnted of a Thistle proper, or Vert, and in Base 
a Castle At. masoned Sab. all within a Border Or^ 
ehaif^ with the seyaral Instrmnenis suitable to the 
Society. 

II. Gold-Smiths ^ , 

Qnarteily Gu. and Az, on the 1. a Leopard*s Head 
Or, Sd, a covered Cup, and in Chief 2 Annnlets Or^ 
S as 2, and 4 as 1. 



a The Inoorporation of Surgwns wm erected by a Seal of 
Cause, dated July 1. 1604, which was ratified by King James V. 
Oct. 13. 11(06. 

b By the Seal of Cause incorporating the Hammermen, the 
Goldsmiths appear to have formed a branch of that community, 
but that they were originally a separate body, if such a trade ex. 
isted at Edinburgh in 1457, na^y be inferred from Goldsmiths 
being then enjoined to elect a deacon or preses, for the purpose 
of inspecting their work, and ascertaining its standard fineness. 
(Ja. 2. ParL 14. ch. 66.) The Charter of the Incorporation of 
Hammermen is dated in 1463, and Goldsmiths are again men- 
tioned as one of the heads of that fraternity, in^ subsequent 
Seal of Cause, dated in 1406. When they were separated is not 
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III. SKIVKtSBftl 

jParui per e^emrn. Oti. thd Atg. S Stags pasMnt, 
mantled proper. 

IV. FUIIBIERS*^. 

Ermine^ an a chi^ 6a. 3 Im^ierial Crowiia Or. . 

V. Hjlhheii^Mev . 

As. a Hammer pr&pery eniigii'd with aa Imperial 
OrtfirtK 

VI. WmoRTsr. 
At« a Sqwire Mid Campaet Or. 



known, but it must have been prior to 1581, as appears from re- 
^ulatioiui pmeribad to Anal byaekarter^f tbis data finiln tbe 
TownOomil^ e on cer ai ag tha taedybag <rf affi m i iu w ^ afaj the 
wo«ki9|f la gdd aad sihfr« 

* Tfaapeifod at arkieh ailliar Aa BkiaaaM alrJrorHttf iv«re 
first incorporated is not known. Tbf^ ate new a* valted llieor- 
piaatfon» and retara two PaMiiM to tka Tawi Owttidl^ trJip ate 
dliotaa aat of eillnr TMa kidlffetaatl^. 

e The Inoarpomiioa of H aiia aiSMan was aiaeied byaSealof 
CauM f mm iiwT4Nm€oaiiBil« dated Haft. 1408 1 htfmioom- 
rrthtti'^tii WaiflTiffiw!f1»ff, flhridiinHtift ftnddlafa^ Cutlaii^ mA At- 
aMMMTS) eaoh of Mridi, la all pn>M>ai«f , aidstad at separata 
bodies leagr M'araf al^hBogk padu^M not laooi^paBated, <M^^ 
eiadths). Tbls osoiaraid^ now oonpMkeads HlaAsmfths, Cat« 
leva, tBaddkra, LMknaltbsy Anaawarsy jft wiartM, ShaanaaUhs, 
Watcihonalccifi^ Clan aalslii, Hoa^ iiinlipis. Tin inrtiis. Bait* 
mafcen, Faaadars, Brastea, CoppetjmiitkS) aad Wfail»JRm- 
smiths. 

f The asliad aompaalu af Wrigiiai aid If asoas, oommonly 
kaeimby the nama af tfaa Uaitad laoofporatioa of Mary's Gha- 
pd, trassoevaotad bya0eala(€aaiateia tbaTowaCoaodly 
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VII. Masons'. 

Ai. on a CAeeertm betwixt 3 Tbioert ombatteDed Sabw 
a Can^Mss Or. 

VIII. Taylors^. 
Az. Scismtrs expanded Or. 

IX. Baxters^. 

As. 3 Cfurb$ Or. from the Cfta^waved, a Hand issu* 
ing, holding a pair of BaUances extending to the Base.' 

X.Fl«SSHSRS^ 



Ar. 3 Shnghier Axe$ proper Saltire-ways, aoeovpa- 
nied with 3 Coufi Meeds oonped Sab. 2 in Flanks and 



lilted OdolMr 16. 1476 ; it Miidi a doiibla lepraaentalion to the 
Tnwn CoQiicU^ naaMly, one daaoonfor tba Wrighta> and aaoth^ 
for the Maaont. The oommimity oomprehendt Wrighlty Ma* 
aooty Boiryen, Olaarieriy Phuaben, Uphdsteien, Fainten, Shi- 
tsn, fif vvewrightSy and Coopas. . 

g Tha TaUort powaw leTeral duMters from the Town Coimcily 
which have been ratified by the fleota klagi ; bat the period at 
which they were first inooiporaled it not knewn. 
: ^ The period at whidi the Baxten wtee fiiet inoerpofated, is 
alee unknown. A Seal of Canae from the Town Coondl, dated 
in 1622, leta forth, that by their negUgenoeiatiaieaof public 
trouble, the oiigmal charter of inoorporation was lost or aaiiia* 
ing. This new diarter informa na, that each inoorporation had 
an altar in St Gilea'a Chwdi, deiHuated to their reapeetive pa. 
trooa, or tutelary aainta, the prieat who eAoiated at whidi, waa 
provided with Tietaala, by going ,aboat from hooae to hooae 
amongat ita membera. 

< The Fleahera are of . very early origin. The period of Uieir 
inoorporation ia not known,, bat it moat hare been prior to 1409, 
in which year regolatioDa for supplying the marketa with whole* 
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1 in Base, and on a Chief Az. a Boars Head couped 
'twixt 2 Garbs Or. 

XI. CORDINERS^. 

Az. their CutUny-knife in Pale, and in Chief, a Du- 
cair Croicn Or. % 

XII. We esters'^. 

Ar. on a Cheo, Az. *twixt 3 Leopards Heads of the 
same, holding in their Mouths a Spool or Shuttle of 
Yam Or, as many Roses 6n. 

XIII. Hatters and W a k e r s ^ 

Parted per Pah Gu, and Ar. on the 1st, a Chev. of 
the last, 'twixt 2 Hat-string Bands in Chief, and in 



some provisions were prescribed to them by the Town Council, 
from wluch we learn that they then dealt in fish as well as 
flesh. 

j Maitland places the first institution of the Incorporation of 
Cordiners in 1449. No records of Council are now extant of 
su(& early date ; but none of the corporation pretend to an ear. 
iier erection than 1475, and the charter to which Maitland al- 
ludes is now lost. This community possess various subsequent 
Seals of Cause, one of them ratified by King James VI. 

^ The Incorporation of Websters was erected by a Seal of 
Cause from the Town Council in 1476. The petition praying 
for which, sets forth, that they had framed certain articles ^' for 
the honour and love of God, of his mother the Vixgin, fmd of 
Saint Sovrane,** and prays a ratification thereof. Among others, 
care is taken to enact ^^ That the priest shall get his meat.** 

1 The Wankers, (originally Clothiers), appear to have been in- 
corporated by a Seal of Caujw from the Town Council, dated 
Aug. 20. 1600. The Hatters, who now form the chief of this 
community, were united to them in 1672. 
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Base a Thistle Or, on the 2dy a tinigUr Hand palmed 
proper, erected in Pale *twixt 2 Hal'Shings Sab. and 
in Chief a Hat of the last. 

XIV. Bonnet-Makers and Iaitsters". 

» 

Ar. a Fess 'twixt 2 BcnneU Az. or proper, tufted 
Gu. impal'd with 'Or, a Chev. Gn. betwixt 3 Cushions 
Az. 

And round the Hammer'Men^s AmUy in a second Ovaly 
the Ensigns of the folloimfi^g Arts, 

XV. Black-Smiths. 

Az. a CheVn betwixt 3 Hammers^ each ensig^ed with 
Ducal Crowns Or. ^ 

XVI. Cutlers. 
Gn. 6 Daggers placed Saltire-ways, 2 and 2, proper, 
handled Or. 

XVII. Saddlers. 
Az. a Cher, betwixt 3 Saddles Or, 

XVIII. Lock-Smiths. 
Az. a Keg impaled Or. 

XIX. Lorimers. 
Az. a Cheneron betwixt 3 Horse^JBridle Bitts Ai, 



m The charter from the Town Conndl, execdiig the Boimet- 
maken into an inoorporation, it dated in 1530 ; but this bianch 
of business having fallen into decay, from a change in fashians, 
the Dyers, who are now its chief, if not its only meoibers, were 
united with them in 1640. 
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XX* Armourers. 

Arg, on a Chev. Gu. 4 Swords Saltire-ways, proper^ 
handled Or, and on a Chief of the second, 2 Helm^ of 
the same. 

XXL Peutherers. 

. As. on a Chev, Ar. betwixt 3 PartetUlices Or, as 
many Thistles verty and flowered Gales. 

XXII. Shear-Smiths. . 
Gu. Wocl^hears impaled Az. 

Placed dbcne these Arms^ are the imperieil Arms qf Scat- 

landy thus blazonedy viz. 

« 

Or, a Lion ramp, Gu. arm'd and lingned Az. within 
a dotible Tressurey flower'd and counter-flower'd, with 
Flower de Lisses of the 2d, encircled with the Order of 
Scodandy the same being composed of Rue and Thistles, 
having the Image of St. Andrew, with his dross on his 
Breast, above the Shield a Helmety answerable to His 
Majesty's high Quality and Jurisdiction, with a Mantle 
Or, doubled JSrmijiey adorned with an Imperial Crown, 
beautified with Crosses Patteey and Flower de LisseSy 
sutmounted on the Top, for His Majesty's Crest, with 
a Lion Sejeanty fuU-^EMsed, Gu. crown'd Or, holding in 
his dexter Paw a naked Sword proper; and in the si- 
nister, a Scepter, both erected pale-ways, supported by 
two Unieoms Argent, crowned with Imperialy and 
gorged with open Crowns, to the last Chains affix'd, 
passing 'twixt their Fore-legs, and reflexed over their 
Backs Or, He on the Dexter unbracing and bearing 
up a Banner of Cloth of Gold, charg'd with the RoyaL 
Arms of Scodand; on the Sinister y another Banner 
Azure, charged with the St. Andreuis Cross Argent, 
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both Standing on a Copartment placed underneath^ 
from which Issues two Thistles, one towards each Side 
of the Escutcheon ; and for Motto in an JSscrol above 
all, In Defence ; under the Table of the Compartment, 
Nemo me impune lacesset. 

The Hamntermen's Seal, is the Effigies of St. Eloi 
in his Apostolical Vestments proper, standing in a 
Church Porch, a Porch adorned with five Pyramid 
Steeples engi*aven, each surmounted with a plain Cross, 
holding in his Dexter a Hammer Bar-ways, and in the 
Sinister a Key bend-ways. Round the Effigies, are 
these Words, SigtUum commune Artis Tudiatorum, 

The above fundamental Charter, in Favours of the 
Magdalen Hospital, is swelFd with the Popish Doctrii»e 
of Merit, and gives ns a true Representation ot the 
Cliicanry of Romish Priests, who, to fill their Coffers, 
and make their Kitchen smoak, set Heaven it self to 
Sale. The Avarice of Church-men, in these dark 
Times, as the learned Sir George Mckenzie in his 
printed Pleadings observes, was so extravagant, that 
the Legislature in Germany, Denmark, and other 
Countries, tax'd the Quotas of pious Donations, lest 
the People, decoy'd by their Priests to purchase Hea- 
ven, should have starved themselves upon Eai'th. 

As the Hammer-Men have St. Moi and St. Mary 
Magdalen for their Guardians; so the Chinu*geons 
have St. Muiigo, which appears by their Seal of Cause, 
a Copy of which fc^Uows. 

' npiLL all and sundry whas Knawledge thir pre- 
' -** sent Letters shall com, Tlie Provost, Baillies, 
' and Councill of the Burgh of Edinburgh^ greeting in . 

< GOD everlasting. Wit your University s, That the 
* Day of the Date of these Presents, compeired before 

< US sittaind in Judgment in the Tolbuith of the said 
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Burgh, the Kirk Master", and Brother of the Sur- 
geons and Barbaris within the same, and presented 
to us their Bill and Supplication, desiring us, for the^ 
loving of God, Honour of our Soveraign Lord, and all 
his Leidges, and for worshipe and Policy o^ this, 
Burgh, all for the guid Rule and Order to be had 
and made amongst the saids Crafts in Tyme to come, 
That we wauld grant, and consent to them the Pri- 
viledges, Ruls and Statuts contined in the said BilT 
and Supplication, qlk after follows. 

nnO you my Lord Provost, Baillies, and worthy. 
*** Council of this g^id Toune, right humblie 
means and shaws, Your dayly Servitors the Kirk 
Master an<| Brother of the Surgeons and Barbai*s 
within this Brughe, That where we believe it is weall 
knawne till all yor Wisdoms, how that we uphauld 
an Altar situate within the Colledge Kirk of St. 
Giles, in the Honour of God and St. Mungo our Pa- 
trone, and has nae Importance to uphauld the saoie, 
but our sober oukleye Penny and Upsets, qulks are 
small in Effect till sustance and uphauld our said Al- 
tar in all necessary Things convenient thereto. And 
^ because we are, and ever wes of guid Mynd to do 
this g^id Toune all the stede Pleasure and Service 
that we cane or may, baith in walking, warding, steut- 
ing, and bearing of all portable Charges within thi^ 
Bnigh at all Tyms, as other Nightbours and Crafts 
does within the same. We desire at your Lordships 
and Wisdoms, till give and grant till us, and our Suc- 
cessors, the Rules, Statuts, and Priviledges under- 
written, qhilk ar consonant to Reason, Honor to our 

^ Deacon, or Chief Master of the Incorporation. 
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ft 

< SoTenugn Lord, and ail hu Leidges Profit, and 

* Love to tliifl g^d Town. 

< In the first, That we might hane yearly Chosne 

< amongst ns, our Kirk Master and Over-man, to whom 

< the haill Brethren of the Crafts forsaids shall obey 

< for that Year. 

< 2dOf Item, That nae Maner of Person occupy nor 

* use any Poynts of our saids Cnitofii Surgery, or 
<. Barbar (kaft, within this Bmgh, but gif he be first 

< frie Man and Burges of the samen, and that he be 

< worthy and expert in all the Poynts belongand to the 

< saids Crafts, dilligently and avisedly examined, and- 

* admitted by the Masters of the said Crafte, for the 

* honorable Serving of our said Sovereign Lord, his 

< Liegesy and Nightbours of thiff Burgh: Andalse, 

< That every Man that is to be made frie Man among 

* us, be examined and provit in thir Points following ; 

< That is to say. That 

< He knaw Anatomia, Natnr and Complexion of 
' every Member of Humans Body ; and lykwise, that 
' he knaw all the Veins of the samen, that he may muk 

< Phlebothomia in due Tyme, and also that. And alse, 

< That he knaw in quhilk Member the Sign hes Domi- 

* nation for the Tyme ; for ever ilk Man aught to knaw 

* the Natur and Substance of every Thing he wirks, 
^ or els he's negligent ; and that we may haue anes in 
' the Year ana Condempait Man after he be dead, to 

< maik Anatamia of, wherthrow we may haue Expe- 

* rience ilk ane to instruct others, and we shall do Suf- 
' ferage for the Saul. 

< 3^0, And that nae Barbar, Master nor Servand 

* within this Burgh, hant, use nor exerce the Craft of 

< Surgery, without he be expert, and knaw perfectly 
' the Things aboue written ; and qhat Persons that shall 
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happen to be admitted frie Men or Masters to the 
saids Crafts, or occupys any Part of the same, shall 
pay at his Entrie for his Upset, Five Pounds usual 
Money of Scotland, to the Reparation and uphidding 
of our said Altar of St. Mungo, for divyne Service to 
be done thereat, with a Dinner to the Masters of the 
saids Crafts, at his Admission and Entress amangst 
us ; fixoeptand, That every frie Man Master of the 
said Crafts, one of his lawful gottne Sons to be frie 
of any Money peying, except the Dinner to be made 
to the Masters, after he be egtamin'd and admitted by 
them, as said is. 

< 4«9, Item^ That nae Master of the sud Grafts shall 
taik any Apprentice or fied Man in Tyme^eoming, 
lall use the Surgeon Craft, without he can bn^lliwritt 
and reade. 

' And the said Masteref any of ^e saids Crafts that 
talks any Printice shall pay at his Entrie to the Re- 
paration of the said Ahar, 80 sh. and that nae Mas- 
ter of tlie saids Cmfts, receipt or receive any other 
Masters Printice, or Servant, quhilst the Issue of his 
Teamffi be mnne, and wha that does in the Contrair 
thereof,' as aften as he faills, shall pay SOaA. to the 
Reparation of the said Altar, but Favours. 

< dA>, jfiSem, Bvry Master that is received frie Man 
to tile saids Crafts, shall pay his oukly Penny with 
the Priests Myte, as he shall happen to come about, ' 
and every Servand tiiat is a fied Man, to the Mas* 
tas of the saids Craft», shall pay ilk Ouk ane half 
Penny to the said Altar, and Reparations thereof; ' 
and that we haue Power till choyse a Cheplaine till 
do Divyn Service dayly at our said Altar at all 
Tymes, when the same should 'Wawyiko, and till 

^ Be vacant. 
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' choyce an Officer till pass with us for the Ei^^ather^ 

< ing of our Quarter Payments^ and oukly Pennys^ 

< and to paas before us on Corpus Xi ^ Day, and the 
' otteus^ thereof, and all other general Processions 

< and Gatherings, SiUyk as other Crafts hes within 
' this Brugh, and that ane of the Masters of the fore- 

* saids Crafts, with the Chaplain and Officer of the 

< same» pass at all Tyms needful lift and raise the said 
' Quarter Payments frae evry person that awe the 

< same; and gif any disobeys, that we may poynd 

< and distrenaie therefor, aU Tyms hauing an Officer 

< of the Town with us* 

< 6tOy Jiemf Tha^ nae Person nor frie Man of the 

< saids Crafts, purchace any Lordships in contrair the 

< Rules and Statntes above-written, in hendring or 

< skaithing of the Crafts foresaid, or Common Weall 
' < thereof, under the Pain <^Tinsdi ' of their Freedoms J 

. < ImOf Item, That idl the Masters, Me Men and 

< Brother of the saids Crafts readily obey, and come to 

< their Kirk Master, or Deacon, at all Tyms, quhen 

* they shall be required thereto by the sud Officer, 

< for till hear Quarter Compts, or till avise for any 

< Thing conc^mkig the Common Weall of the saids 

* Crafts : and wha that diaobeys, shall pay 20 sh* to 

< the Reparation of the said Altar; and that nae Per- 

< sons, Man nor Woman within this Bmg^ maik nor 

< seU any Aquavitn within the samen, except the said 

< Masters, Brother, and frie Men of the said Crafts^ 

< under the Pain of Escheat of the samen, but Favours. 
' JBeseeking 

< Heirfor your Lordships and Wisdoms, at the Re- 

< y erence of God, that ye will avyze with thir our sim- 

P Christi; 4 Octaves. ' Losing. 
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* pie Besyrs, Ruls, Statuts and Priviledges above- 
^ writtnoy and grant ns the same ratifyd and approven 

< by yowy under yor comon Seall of Cause ; and with 
^ the Grace, we shall do sik Service and Pleasur to 

* the King's Grace, and the Good, that ye shall be * 
^ contentit thereof; and yor Deliverance heiruntill 

* humbly I beseek. 

< fTlHE quhiik Bill of Supplication, with the Ruls, 

* ^ Statuts and Priviledges contind therintill, 
« beand read before ns in Judgment; and we there- 
' with beand ripUe and distinctly Advysed, thinks the 

< same consonant to Reason, and nae Hurt to our- 
^ Sovereign Lord's Hynes, us, nor nan other of His 

* Leidges, therintill : And therefor we consent and 
' grant the samen to the forsaids Crafts of Surgenary 
' and Barbara, and to their Successors. And in suae 
^ far as we tuay, and hes Pouer, confirms, ratifys and 
/ approvs the saids Statuts, Ruls, and Priviledges in 

< all Poynts and Artilds contind in the said Suppli- 
' cation above writtne. And this to all and sundry 

< quhom it effeirs, or may e£Peir, we maik knawne by 

* thir our Letters ; and for the mair verification and 

< Streanth of the samen, we haw too hungen our com- 

* on Seall of Cause, at Edinburgh 1 July, the Zear of 

* God ld05/ 

The Seal of the Good Town is appended with this 
Inscription round it. 

SigiUum Burgi de Edr» ad Cat$9as. 

The Crafts, wfaobehav'd so loyally before they were 
incorporate, and form'd'into Societies, continued tO' 
Nourish in their Sovereign's Favours, and were warm'd 
with Beams from the Throne; a signal instance of 

o2 
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their Fidelity to King James V. I cannot misg to te" 
late. The Crown being Debitor to the Town of Edin- 
burgh in vast Somsy for which she had not only the 
Security of the Oovemment, but the Personal Obliga- 
tions of the Monarch ; wearied with Disappointments, 
and the Merchants murmuring for want of Payment 
from the Town, to whom they had giren considerable 
Loans, for the Behoof of the Publick ; the Mag^trates, 
and Merchants in Concert, raised a Mob, and gave 
Directions to the Ring-leaders, what, and how far to 
act, to insult the King as he was passing the Streets 
to the Parliament House ; who, after a Scuffle with 
his Guards, violently seiz'd upon his Sacred Majesty, 
and thrust him within the Walla of their common 
Goal : Some of His Majesty's Retinue haying alarm'd 
the Deacons of Crafts with what had happen'd, the 
Trades instantly conreeu'd, and unanimously agreed, 
that their Ensign should be displayed,* for couTOcating 
the Lieges, to rescue their captive Monarch ; which 
was accordingly done, and soon procured him to be li- 
berate, and safely convey'd to His Royal Palace f>f 
Holy Rood-House. The Ma^trates, who had hound- 
ed out the Mob, dreading the Consequence of their 
trayterous Actings, and knowing the weak Side of 
Cuthbert the. Deacon Conveener, who headed the 
Trades, brib'd him by a lusty Purse of Gold, to be- 
tray his Trust. 

The King next Morning sent for Cuthbert, (whom 
he call'd his fiiithful Greneral) and told him. He had a 
grateful Remembrance of the Loyalty and Valour of 
his fiuthful Subjects the Trades of Edinburgh, and was 
resolv'd to coiner some remarkable token of Favour 
upon them* 
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Cothbert, wdl instraoted by the Magistracy and 
lifochaat Cottiicil how to behave, Answered^ 

Mayiipkoiei^ourjExcdleneMafesiyy We t/our Miffed 
and devoted Serwmte ^ Trades of Edinburgh^ did no- 
Miig InBt whai vxm our bounden Duty : But since your 
Majesty is ffraeitmsfy pleas*d, not only to remember but 
Teward omr duOifid Behemour^ Ipresumsy in name of my 
Mrelhren to beseech your Sacred Majesty^ to fifuike your 
^nsot/tfoMfuland loyai Servants Ae Trades of Edinburgh^ 
in ail lime eommg free of that toilsome Affair of being 
Magistrates of the Burghy and let the disloyal Merchants 
be heneiforih loaded with the Office, 

The King smpriz'd with the Supplication, gave a 
Smile, and said, Cathbert^ It shall be done. 

The Man's Treachery was soon blown about, to the 
Amazement of the Incorporations, who found, that 
their Loyalty, which they justly expected would have 
advanced their Interest, as it did their Honour, had 
tom'd to their real Detriment : And therefore they ap- 
plied to the Courtiers, to represent to His Majesty, 
how villainously they had been betray'd. As soon as 
the King was informed, he commanded the Crafts to 
lay their Demands before him, which they accordingly 
did in a short Memorialp craving His Majesty would 
Be pleased to confimi all their ancient PrivQeges of 
the Blue Blanket. His Majesty graciously received 
their Petition ; and not only granted their Request, 
corroborating all former Grants, and Privilegfes by im- 
memorial Possession; but considerably enlai^ed its 
Authority, declaring. That whenever they displayed 
their Ensign of the Blue Blanket, either in Defence of 
the Crown, or Crafts, all Crafts-men in Scotland, and 
Souldiers in the King's Pay, who had been educate in 
a Trade^ should repair to that Standard, and fight un- 
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cler the Command of their GeneraL Thiu did that eX' 
cellent Monarch reward Loyalty, and the treacheroufiF 
Conveener was murder'd at the North Loch near a 
Well, yet knoTm by the Name of Guthbert's Well. 

This wa» certainly the highest Honour the King- 
could put upon the Crafts : For a Standard hath been 
esteemed so in all Ages. Hence the Scripture ex- 
presses the Strength and Power of the Church by a 
Standard, Cant. 6. 4. " Thou art beautiful, O my Love, 
'' as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an Army 
<' with Banners," and the Love and Favour of God, 
Cant. 2. 4. << He brought me into the Banquetting- 
'< House, and his Banner over me was Love." Cant- 
V. 10. According to the Hebrew Text, " My Beloved 
** is the Standard- Bearer among Ten thousand;'* 
which our Translators very defectively render, << The 
<< Chief among Ten thousand." And the Antiquity 
and Honour of the Standard is more plainly expressed 
in the Book of Numbers ii. 2, &c. <' Every Man of the 
Tribe of Israel shall pitch by his own Standard, with 
the Ensign of their Father's House, far off, about 
the Tabernacle of the Congregation shall they pitch, 
<< and on the East Side, toward the rising of the Sun 
<< shall they of the Standard of the Camp of Judah 
•- " pitch throughout their Armies, and Naashon the Sou 
^< of Amminadab shall be Captain of the Children of 
'< Judah. On the West Side shall be the Standard of 
'^ the Camp of Ephraim according to their Armies, 
( << and the Captsun of the Sons of Ephraim shall be 

'< Elishama. tbe Son of A^mihud. The Standard of 
<< the Camp ojF Dan sliall be on the jVortli .^i^o^ -by 
" their Amiies>" &c. , . : .: . ' .», ,..,,» . 

As the AlmiighJty 1^ rcompftr'd.tb^ PoiTier.oif 1^^ 
Churdi to, oaiftd.honouiQa!^ his Stfints with a iStandard ; 



it 
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SO hath it been the Costoin in all Ages of the World, 
for g^ierooB Princes, in rewarding Valour and Noble 
AtchievementSy to confer a Standard, as Guillim in hit 
Display of Herauldry observes, Hnngos King of Picts 
gave to his Warriors, an Ensign, bearing the Figure 
of a Cross, in the Fashion of a Saltire. Philip King 
of France (or as Fayin would have it) Baldwin the 
First, King of Jerusalem, gave to his Followers an 
Ensign, with two red Crosses united unto one ; and to 
the Christian Merchants of Naples, who fought against 
the Saracens for the Christian Religion, whom he made 
Knijghts of Rhodes, now of Malta, a white Cross, to 
be worn on their left Shoulder, kieme Duke of An- 
joa. King of Jerusalem and Sicily, gave to his War-* 
riors an Elnsigpi of Crimson Velvet, with a Grolden Cres- 
cent, and enamell'd red, because they had been long 
dy'd in Blood. Arthur King of the Britains (as Segur 
remarks) Founder of the Order of the round Table, 
institute the Fraternity of the Knights of the Table, in 
token of brotherly Love, gave them a round Table, 
which yet hangs in their Castle : And to give no more 
Instances, Sir John Smith got from King Charles I. 
the Royal Standard which he carried off at the Battle 
of Edgehill, and was knighted under it. 

Since Kings in all Ages have bestowed the Ensign 
upon well deserving Persons, we need not wonder 
that the Kings of Scotland, to whose Blood Crenerosity 
is congenial, bestowed this Standard of the Blue Blan- 
ket upon Tradesmen, who rendered themselves noble 
by their Actions. As Diogenes says, Nobleness of 
Blood is a Cloak of Sloath, and a Vizard of Cowardice, 
but immortal is their Fame upon whom Princes con- 
fer Honours, aooording to their Deserts, for defending 
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the Hotf Cbucby Kbg or Country. And what Rear 
son con be eMign'd, why TVedeamen ahonld not he ad- 
yanc'd aa weU as odien, noe the greatest Princes on 
Earth have been Artists. Henry Peacham tells, That 
SolynBui die Magnificent^ his Trade was making of 
Arrows. In Venice, eyery Artificer is a Magnifieo. 
In the low Covntries» Meehanicks are deelared 6en- 
tlanen, by a Grant from King CSharles V . in Cimsider- 
ation of their Seryipes, during his Wars. And to all 
those who contemn Meehanicks, who raise themselTea 
by their Valonr, I must giye the memorable Answer 
of Verdoge a (Spaniard, and a (Jeneral in Friealand, 
to some Persons of Quality, who resented his taking 
llie Head of the Table at a pnblick Entertainment. 
Gentlemen, question not my Birth, (tho' I be the Son 
of a Hangman) for I am the Son of my own Desert 
and Fortune. If any Man do as much as I have done, 
let him take the Table Head with all my Heart. 

Thus far hare I trac'd the Loyalty of the Crate of 
Edinbui^ and shall now proceed to the Reign of 

Mary Queen of Scots, 

During whose Minority, a Controrersy beipg betwixt 
.the Magistrates of Edinburgh and the Deacons of 
Crafts, for breaking in upon the Legal PrivQ^fes of 
the Incorporations ; which so inflam'd the Deacons of 
th^ Trades with a keen Resentment, that in the Tol- 
booth of Edinburgh, where the Courts of Justice then 
sat, they drew their Swords, demanding Justice ; and 
if they had not been restrained by the King's Forces 
then in the City, whom the Magistrates call'd to their 
), they had been kiU'd on the Bench. 



Beiag thus rdier' d, |liey coomiitted the AmmumeMt 
■g they tenned thein^ Priaonem to the Cattle of Bdiii- 
Imr^^hy where they remaia'd in dose Confinement, tOl 
the several Incorporaticmg having met in the Absenee 
of their Deacons, and concluded to relieve them, isfter 
the never fiiiling Method of displaying the Bine Bhm- 
ket, whidi they did, and thereby oontotated Thonaands 
€£ the King's Li^es in a very few Honrs. 

The extraordinary Concourse of People alarmed the 
Government so, that the King's Privy Council met up- 
on the extraordinary Emergent, and resolved, That 
the Earl of Arran should interpose his Royal Autho- 
rity, and stop Procedure of the Lords of Jnaticiary, be- 
fore whom was a Criminal Process intented at the In- 
stance of the saids Magistrates of Edinbuiqgh, ^gainat 
the Deacons of Crafts, and to importune the Differen- 
ces betwixt them to be snlnnitted to him* The wise 
Regent compl/d with the Advice, and published the 
following Edict. 

_ > 

GUBERNATOB, 

< XUstice and Justice-Clerk, and lonr Deputis, We 
<^ greit zow weille, FORSAEMEIKLLEAS, 
William Smebert, Robert Hutchiesoune, James For- 
res^ Thomas Schort, Archibald Dewar, Andro Ed« 
gar, George Richardsone, Thomas Ramsay, James 
Downwieke, William Purdie, William Quhite, 

being in Warde within the Castle of Edin- 
buTgh, for alleadged drawing of Quhinzearis in the 
Tolbuith of Edinburgh, in Presence of the Provost 
and Baillies thairo^ the xi. Day of August instant, 
and furth-bringing in the Blew Banner of the Blew 
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Blanket! in our Presence, callit, the ffalfy Guisiy has 
fundm Snretie to nnderlye the Law for the samyne, 
and for all otheris Crymes that can he impute to them 
the X. Day of October nixt to cum, as the Act of 
Adjournal mud tbairupon heirs : Howbeit, as we 
are infoitnit, the saidis Personis are innocent of 
the saidis aDeagit Crimis. OUR WILL IS HERE- 
FORE, and for certain uthirit reasonable Causes and 
Considerationis moveing us. We charge zow strictly 
and commaadis, That incontinent, eftor the sicht here- 
otf sie desist and seiss frae all Proceeding against the 
saidi Persons, or ony othiris Oaftismen of the said 
Burgh, for the saidis aUegett Crymes, till the Day 
aboTOi^written ; or for ony othiris Actionis, Trans- 
gressionis, C^rymis, or Offencess quhatsomever, com-^ 
itit or done be thame, or ony of thame, in ony Time 
hygane unto the Day of the Date hereof; butcon- 
tinowe the samyn to the third Day of the Air. Dis< 
chargeing aow othirwayes theirof, and of zour Offices 
in that Parte in the mene Tyme he thir Presentis, 
Notwithstanding ony Writtingis gevin, or to be 
givene in the contraire, or ony Pains contenit there- 
in, as se will answer to us theirupon. Subscrivit with 
our Hand, and geven under our Signet at Halyrude- 
house, the first Day of September, the Zeir of GOD 
One thousand five hundred and forty three Zeirs. 

* Jamis G.' 



Thus, the Crafts defended the Rights and Liberties 
of the Blanket to the exposing of their Lives ; for they 
could not bruik the unjust Proceedings of the Magi- 
strates, and therefore determined to keep them intire, 
which they had obtained by an infinite Multitude of 
great Actions. 
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I ranst here take Occasion to remove a common Ob- 
jection againgt the Authority of the Blue Blanket, 
That it never had any legal privileges: For, had 
not the Regent known, that the Crafts were war- 
ranted to display their Colours when the Privileges 
of their Incorporations were violate, he would sure- 
ly have done Justice to the Magistrates, in punish- 
ing these Crafts as a seditious Rabble, and with 
the Power of the Queen's Forces, reduced them to 
Obedience, especially the Deacons, by whose Authori- 
ty the Li^g^s were convocate, who were Prisoners 
within the King's Grarrison : But it is remarkable, tho' 
the Banner was displayed in his own Presence, as his 
Eidict relates, he did not punish them for a Trespass 
against Law, but was forc'd to have a Recourse to Po- 
licy, to stop the EflPusion of Christian Blood, by inter- 
peJliiig the Judges of Justiciary from proceeding 
against them for their Riot, in assaulting the Magistra- 
cy in their Court of Justice with Weapons ; for doing 
of which they were certainly culpable, and therefore 
he obliged them to find Baill as to that. We must un- 
doubtedly conclude, they justified their Actings in dis- 
playing the Blanket, otherwise there had certainly been 
a Law enacted prohibiting them from that Practice for 
the Future, under the Pain of High Treason. 

Tho' the Crafts and other Citizens of Edinburgh made 
a bold Stand for the Glorious Reformation, (which 
was carried on in the Reign of this beautiful, leam'd, 
but unfortunate Lady, Queen Mary, who tenaciously 
adhear'd to the Interest of the Romish Church) in a 
more tumultuary way than in England, and other Re- 
formed Countries : Yet had they a just Sense of their 
Obedience to Ceesar, and acted under the Influence of 
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that Christian Maxim \ < That it is the Duty of the 

< people to pray for Magbtrates, to honour their Per- 

* s<ms, pay them Tribute, obey their lawful Commands^ 
' to be subject to their Authority for Conscience sake ; 

* and that Infidelity and Difference in Religion doth 

* not make ▼4>id the Magistrates just and l^;al Right, 
*• nor free the People firom due Obedience to them.' 
So that their Actions, during this Reign, when tur- 
bulent Factions were bandying one another, showed 
a venerable Decorum. And the Queen was sensible 
of their Loyalty, as is eyident from the Preamble of a 
Charter granted by her, and Henry her Husband, un- 
der her Great-Seal, to the Provost, Coundl, and Com- 
munities of the said Buigh, and their Successors, < Of 

< all and haill the Superiority of the Village of Leith, 
*■ with the Pertinents and Superiority of the Inhabi- 

* tants and Indwellers of the samen, as of the Houses, 

* Tenements, Annualrents, Links, Orchards, Profits, 

* Duties, Services, Tenants, Tenandries, Services o^ 

* Free-Tenants, &c' As is at more Length exprest 
in the said Infefltment, dated the 4th Day of October 
1565, and the 1st and 23d Years of their Rdgn. 
Which Superiority of Leith, the Magistrates of Edin- 
burgh, by a Letter of Reversion, disponed back to the 
said Queen Mary, under Reversion of 10000 Merks 
usual Money of Scotland. This Superiority of Leith 
was thereafter, by her Son and Successor Kii^ James 
VI. assigned to his beloved Counsellor Sir John Mait- 
land of Thirleston, his Chancellor and Secretary, his 
Heirs and Assig^ies, dated the 7th of July 1587, rati- 
fied and approven by the States of Parliament the 29th 
Day of the Month and Year foresaid; which Re- 

* Weitminster Confesilon of Faith, Chap. 23. Ssct. 4. 
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version, is renounc'd by Jolm Lord Thirleflton, Son 
and Heir to the said Sir John Maitland, with Advioe 
and Consent of Sir John Coekbum of Clairing^un his 
Tutor-Testamentor, in Favours of the Provost, Bail- 
lies, Council, Deacons of Crafts, and Conimnnity of the 
said Burgh of Edinburgh* as is at length contain'd itt 
the saids Ltetters of Renunoiaition of the Dale the 28th 
of Deeembar 1607, and ratified by the said John Lord 
Thirleston, to the saida Provost, Baillies» Couaci!* 
Deacons of Crafts, and Community of the said Burgh, 
the 24ith of Novemb^ 1614. 

The lo3ral Crafts of Edinburgh gave snqirising Evi- 
dences of their Lo3ralty to their iUng, and Gmtitode 
for the Privileges of the Blue Blimkefty during the long 
and peaceful Reign of the fiiist Protestant King of 
Scotland, (who with Leamiog and Eloquence defend- 
ed the Reformation against Cardintd Robert BeUar- 
mincy one of the stoutest Pilars of ibe Romish Hierar- 
ekjp and showed how well he mmted the Royal Title, 
Defender of the Faith). 

But before I proceed to this Reign» I must rdate 
two remarkable Passages ^elatiog to the Crsfts» which 
I had almost omitted. 

When Faction and Tmnuk possessed m Absolute 
and unlimited Sway, during this Queen's Reigns the 
Loyalty of the Crafts was not at all dimioisVd : For 
when the Queen had Recourse to Arms, to oppose the 
Earl of Murray and his Asjsociiktes, who, under Pre- 
tence of bringing tJie Earl of Bothwel, her husband, to 
a fair Trial, as accessory to the late King Henry's 
Murder, had. Anno 1567, raised an Army against hsT^ 
and made her Prisoner at Carberry Hill; she was 
brought to Edinbur^, where, in stead of allowing her 
the Use of her Palace> she was shut up in the Provost's 
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House. As she enter*d the City, cover*d with Tearsr 
and Dost, and in a Ckurb far below her Birth and Me- 
rity and insolted by the Mob, who cried, <^ Bum the 
<' Whore, Bum the Parric4de ^" This she bore 
with Fortitude of Mind, becoming a Christian and 
a Queen; but next Morning, when she open'd the 

' Windows, and beheld not only strong Guards plac'd 
before the Entry to the House, but a Banner dis- 
played on the Street, on which was painted her dead 
Husband, King Henry, beneath the shade of a Tree, 
with the young Prince by his side, and the Motto, 
" Judge and lerenge my Cause, O LORD," she 
burst into Tears, and complain'd agunst the Af&onts 
she receired, begging the People to compassionate her, 
now become a Ci^tive. The honest Crafts, join*d 
with other loyal Citisens, pi^v'd with Pity to see their 
Sovereign thus us*d, and their Ensign displayed, where 
the Ensign of the Blue Blanket us'd to be erected in 
the Cause of Loyalty, crowded to the Place, and com- 
pelled the Conspirators to restore her to the Pala^ of 
Holy Rood-house. 

I must indeed, as a Ijuthlul Historiographer, relate, 
that Anno 1571, when the Associators against the 
Queen held a Parliament in the Canongate, the City 

' of Edinburgh being possess'd by the Loyalists Troops, 
the Crafts, who belieVd their Religion to be in emi- 
nent danger, displayed the Blue Blanket, (which, in 
ancient Times, they were in Use to do, for Defence of 
Religion) at the Town of Leith, as Mr Crawford, His- 
toriographer to Queen Anne, relates it in his J^femoirs 
of the Affairs of Scotland, daring the Reign of Queen 



^ Cnnrford't Hemoirs, p. 38. and MdriU's Memoirs, p. 8i. 
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Mary, P. 210. < The Citizens, who either lik'd not 

* t\he Queen, or the new Magistrates, went off in an 

< intire Body to Leith, and set up their own Standard, 

* upon which was written in Golden Letters, " For 

< GOD and the King," and vanquished thf Loyalists/ 

I now proceed to the Reign of King James VL of 
Scotland, and I. of England. 

, The City of Edinburgh gave the highest Testimo- 
nies of their Love and Loyalty to their Infatit Sove- 
reign that they were capable of, and opposed the Earl 
of Morton, R^ent, who rul'd the Roast, and over- 
awed the young King's Inclinations to Mercy. Mor- 
ton, to gain the Affections of the Citizens of Edin- 
burgh, Anno 1579y qpfB'd sununon a Parliament to 
meet at Edinburgh, Sd the King to leave Stirling, 
where formerly Parliaments were held. When his 
Majesty, upon his Journey to the Capital City, came 
near the West-Port, he alighted from his Horse, and 
a stately Canopy of Purple coloured Velvet being held 
over his Head, he received the Magistrates of the City, 
who came Bare-headed all the Way without the Gate ;. 
ii'ithin the Gate stood Solomon, with a numerous Train 
in Jewish Habits, with the two Women contending 
for the Child, as is recorded, 1 Kings iii. 

As his Majesty ascended the West Bow, there hung 
do^ni from the Arch of the old Port, a large Globe of 
polish'd Brass, out of which a little Boy, cloathed like 
a Cupid, descended in a Machine, and presented him 
with the Keys of the City, all made of massy Silver, 
and very artificially wrought, an excellent Consort of 
Musick all the while accompanymg the Action. 

When he came dovm the High Street as far as the 
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Tolbooth, Peace, Plenty, and Justice, met faim, and 
Harangn'd him in the Greek, Latin, and Scottish Lan- 
guages. Opposite to the Great Chnrch stood Religion, 
who address'd him in the Hebrew Tongue : Upon 
which he was pleas'd to enter the Church, where Mr 
Lawson, a Presbyterian Divine, made a Leam'd Dis- 
course in behalf of these of the Reformed Religion. 

When his Majesty came out, Bacchus sat mounted 
on a gilded Hogshead at the Market-Cross, distribut- 
ing Wine in large Bumpers, the Trumpets all the 
while sounding, and the People crying, << GOD save 
the King." At the Blast Crate was erected his Majes- 
ty's Nativity, and above that the Genealogies of all the 
iScots Kings from Fergus I. All the Windows were 
hung with Pictures and rich Tapestry, the Streets 
strewed with Flowers, and the Cannon firing from the 
Castle, till his Majesty reached JKs Palace. 

Notwithstanding all this Pomp and Ceremony, 
which exprest the Love and Reverence both clergy 
and Luty bore to his sacred Majesty, there was a sud- 
den Change of Affairs. For, 

Presbyterian Government being established in the 
Church of Scotland, Anno 1592 «, which, 'tis probable, 
the wise King would not have altered, had not the 
English Clergy influenced him to admit Thoughts of 
restoring Episcopacy, which the Scots Clergy perceiv- 
ing, strove to oppose his Purpose, and strengthen 
their own Interest. New Debates arising g^w to 
that Height, that in the Year 1596, some Noblemen, 
Barpns, and Ministers, being assembled at Eklinburgh, 
and perceiving that the Process laid against Mr D»- 



u BiffHop Guthry'B Memoirs. 
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vid Blsck, who was prosecute before the Privy Coun- 
cil for seditious Sermons, as stirring the People up to 
Rebellion, wrong'd the Privileges of their Ecdesias- 
tick Disciplinei and witha], being displeased at the Cle- 
mency shown to the Popish Lords, plotted Resentment. 
The King having dissolv'd the Commission of the 
General Assembly by his Royal Proclamation % de- 
claring it an unlawful convocation. The Commission 
resolv'd, '< That since they were conveen'd by 
« CHRIST'S Warrant to see into the Good of the 
'< Church, Et ne quid JEedesia detrimenti caperet^ they 
*< should continue.** And sent some of their Number 
to the Octavians, (that was the Title commonly given 
to the Eight Counsellors that were trusted with the 
King*s Aftirs), to advertbe them of the Church's 
Troubles, proceeding from their Counsels, and there- 
after petitioned the King himself, which was rejected, 
and a Protestation enter'd against the Refusal ; but 
some Noblemen, with Mr Robert Bruce, having pro- 
<mr*d Access to his Majesty, Mr Robert said, '' They 
<< were sent by the Noblemen and Barons to bemoan 
the Dangers threatened to Religion, by the King's 
Dealings against the true Professors." *^ What 
Dangers do you discover ?" said the King. ^* Un- 
<< dercoinoning," said the other, *^ our best affected 
<< People, that tender Religion, are dischaig'd the 
<< Town." The King ask'd, << Who they were that 
<< durst conveen against his Proclamation ?" The 
Lord Lindsay reply'd, '' They durst do more than so, 
and that they would not sufPer Religion to be over- 
thrown." Numbers of People were, by this Time, 



> Spotiswood*! Church History. 
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thronging unmannerly intoithe Room ; whereupon the 
King, not making any answer, arose, and went where 
the Judges sate, commanding the Doors to be shut. 
They that were sent to the King, returning to the 
Church, told, '' That they were not heard ; and that 
^' therefore they were to think of some other Course/' 
'^ No Course," said the Lord Lipdsay, << but let us 
<< stay together who are here, to stand fast to one an- 
^< other, and advertise our Friends and Favourers of 
^*' Religion to come in to us; for it shall be either 
<' theirs or ours." In Consequence of this Concert, 
they pitched upon the Lord Claud Hamilton to be 
their Head, and dispatch'd a Letter to him by Mr Ro- 
bert Bruce, and Mr Walter Balcanqual, to come with 
Diligence and accept the Chaise. But the Fury of 
the Multitude who attended that Meeting, heated by 
the Lord Lindsay's unhi^py Expression, did not snf- 
fer them to wait upon the General's coming, but pre- 
sently they leapt to Arms. Some cry*d, '^ Bring out 
« Haman ; others cry'd, « The Sword of the LORD 
^< and^ of Gideon, the . Day shall be theirs or ours." 
And so great was the Zeal of the unwary Populace, 
that taking their March, they went straight towards 
the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, where the King and his 
Council were sitting, and would have forc'd open the 
Doors, which, upon the Noise of the Tumult, were 
shut, had not his Majesty's Standard-Bearer, John 
Wat, Deacon-Conveener of the Trades, drawn up his 
Lads, the Souldiers of the Blue Blanket, and kept the 
Rabble back till their Fever cool'd, and the Earl of 
Mar, from the Castle, sent a Company of Musqueteersr 
to guard the King, which his Lieutenant quickly 
brought down the Castle-Bank to the Grass- Market, 
and from thence march'd to the Foot o^' Forrester's- 
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l^ynd, and entering by the Back-Stairsi came where 
the King was; then the King commanded to open 
the Doors, and advanc'd to the Street. Upon Notice 
whereof. Sir Alexander Home of North-berwick Pro- 
T06t of Edinburgh, with the Crafts, convo j'd die King 
to his Royal Palace at Holy Rood-House ; ^om whence, 
next Morning, he went to Linlithgow, where he swore, 

* Had it not been for the Loyalty of the Crafts, he 

* would have burnt the Town of Edinburgh, and salt- 
< ed it with Salt.' 

By the stedfast Adherence of the Ci*afts to their 
Sorereign, even when they did not approve of, but 
were sorry for his Actings, our Capital City was pre- 
senr'd ftt>m Destruction, a9 by their Behaviour after- 
wards, it flourished in his Favours. 

On the last of that Month of December, the King 
came to Leith, and staid there all Night, giving Orders 
f<M' his Entry into the Town of ESdinburgh next Mom* 
ing, which he did, and call'd for the Magistrates, to 
hear what they had to «ay for the late Tumult ; which 
indeed was not owing to them, but to the Hocus' of the 
■Clergy and seditious Nobles, who practised upon the 
well-meaning People, making tliem believe, they were 
fighting the Battles of the LORD: So true is the 
Maxim, 

Fallere Pldbemfinge Deum. 

Sir Alexander Home Provost, Rodger M'Math, 
George Todrick, Patrick Cochran, and Alexander 
Hunter Baillies, with a Number of the Town Coundl, 
falling down on their Knees before the King, preseutt- 
ed the following Offers. 

^ That for pacifybg His Majesty's Wrath, |uid satig. 

H 
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fying the Lords of Connelly ihey flhoi]I4> iqpoA llKrir 
Oathy puige themgelves of all Knowledge^ or par* 
taking in the said Tnmnit ; and us they had ijready 
made a diligent Seiurch to find out tb9 Authors ; a» 
they should not eeuey until they had broog^ the 
Trial to the utmost Point : Or, if his Majesty and 
Council should think fit to take the Examination, 
they should willingly resign their Pliu^ea ta snch as 
his Highness would appoint, and assist him aeeofd- 
ing to their Power : And, because his M^esty had 
tadcen that Tumult to proceed from certain Sermons 
poreach'd by their Ministers, they should be expeU'd 
ibe City, nerer to return, without his Majesty's 
Warrant.' Upon which, the King was reconciled tio 
them. 

Thus the Cnfts hfh%T*d as loyally at this Juncture, 
^% they did daring the Troubles oocaooned by the 
Earl of B^thwely when the King was assaulted in his 
Palace of Holy-Rood-House, which obliged him to 
cry aloud from the Windows, Treason^ Treastm* 

The Report of the Accident going to the City of 
Edinburgh, the Citizens went to Arms, and made to- 
wards the Palace to give the King Relief, who show'd 
hiipself fir^m a Window to the People, gave them 
Thanks for their Readiness, and desir'd them to return 
to their Dwellings. As the Citizens gave repeated In- 
stances of their Vidour and Loyalty to the King, 
while he resided amongst us, so after his Accession to 
the Throne of j&igland, and when he retnrn'd to his 
Native Country Scotland^ and made his Entry into 
Edinburgh, 16. of May 1617, Joy appeared in every 
one of their Countenances : they were ready to cry 
out in the Words of Ben- Johnston's MaffneHck Ikufyf 
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** Now let our longing Byes enjoy their FeMt, 
And FiQ of thee, our f»ir ihapM Ghxl-like Man. 
Thoa art a Bsoqvet onto all our Semes ; 
Thy Form doth fisast our Eyesi thy Voice our Bars, 
As if we felt it ductile thro* our Blood*'* 



This pasflionate Lore is gracefully exprest by the 
famous Poet and Orator, William Drummond of Ha- 
thomden, in his Speech to the King, in Name of the. 
Toum of Edinburgh. 



QIR, if Nature could suffer Rocks to move, and 
^ abandon their natural Places, this Town, founded, 
oa the Strength of Rocks, (now by the clearing Rays 
of your Majesty's Presence, taking not only Motion 
but Life) had, with her. Castle, Temples, and Houses, 
mov*d towards You, and beseech'd You to have ac- 
knowledged her Your's, and her IndweUers Your 
most hamble and affectionate Subjects ; and to be- 
lieve, how many Sduls are within her Circuits, so 
many Lives are devoted to Your sacred Person and 
Crown. And here, SIR, she offers, by me, to the 
Altar of Your Glory, whole Hecatombs of most 
hearty Desires, praying all Things may prove pros- 
perous to You, That every Virtue and heroick Grace 
which make a Prince eminent, may with a long and 
blessed Government, attend You ; Your Kingdoms 
flourishing abroad with Bays, at home with Olives. 
Presenting You, SIR, who art the strong Key of 
this little World of Britain, with these Keys, whick 
cast up the Gates of her Affection, and desigpi You 
Power to open all the Springs of the Hearts of 
those her most loyal Citizens : Yet this almost ware 
not necessary: For as the Rose, at the fair Ap- 
proach of the Morning Sun^ displays and spreads her 
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Purples ; 80| at the rerj Noise of Your lutppiy fle« 
torn to this Your Native Country, their Hearts, if 
they could hare 8bin*d through their Breasts, were, 
with Joy and fair Hopes, made spacious, nor did 
they ever, in all Parts, feel a more comfortable Heat, 
than the Glory of Your Presence at this Time darts 
upon them. 

* The Old forget their Age, and look fresh and 
young, at the Appearance of so gracious a Prince ; 
the Young bear a Part in Your Welcome, desiring 
many Years of Life, that they may serve You long. 
All have more Joys than Tongues : For as the 
Words of other Nations far go beyond, and surpass 
the Affections of their Heai'ts ; so, in this Nation^ 
tlie Affection of their Hearts is far above all th6y 
can express by Words. Deign then, SIR, from the 
highest of Majesty, to look down on their Lowness, 
and embrace it, accept the Homage of their humble 
Minds, accept their grateful Zeid ; and for Deeds, 
accept their great good Will, which they have ever 
carried to the high Deserts of Your Ancestors, and 
shall ever to your own, and Your Royal Race, 
whilst these Rocks shall be overshadowed with Buil- 
dings. Buildings inliabited by Men ; and while Men 
may be indued either with Counsel or Courage, or 
enjoy any Piece of Reason, Sense, or Life.' 



This Speech was followed by another delivered at 
the West Port of Edinburgh, when His Majesty en- 
tred, by Mr John Hay, Town-Clerk Depute. 

< XTOW joyful your Majesties Return '(gpracious 

< XX j^Qj[ dread Sovereign) is to this your native 
' Town, from that Kingdom, due to your Sacred Per- 
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* son, by Royal Descent, the Countenances and Eyei 

* of your Majesties Loyal Subjects speak for tbeir 
^ Hearts. Tbis is tbat bappy Day of our new Birtb, 
' ever to be retain'd in fresb Memory, witb Considera- 

< tion of the Goodness of Alinighty GOD considered, 
' witb tbe Acknowledgment of tbu same, acknowledge 

< ed witb Admiration^ admir'd witb Lore, and lov*d 

* witb Joy ; wberein our Eyes bebold tbe greatest bn- 

* mane Felicity our Hearts could wisb, wbicb is to 

* feed upon tbe Royal Countenance of our true Phoeniir, 

< die brigbt Star cif»ur Nortberh Firmament, tbe Or- 

< nament of our Age, wberein we are refresb'd and re- 

* yiy'd witb the Heat, and bright Beams of our Sun, 

< ^the powerful Adamant of our Wealth) by whose re- 
' moYing from our Hemisphere, we were darkned, 

* deep Sorrow and Fear possessing our Hearts, (witb- 

< out envying of your Majesty^s Happiness and Feli- 
' city) our I^laoes of Solace erer giring a new Heat to 

* the Fever of the languishing Remembrance of our 
' Happiness ; the very HiHs and Groves, accustomed 

< 6f before to be refreshed with the Dew of your Ma- 

* jestias Presence, not putting on their wonted Ap- 
^ parol, but with pale Looks representing their Miserie 

* for the Departure of their Royal King. 

^ I most humbly beg Pardon of your most sacred 

* Majesty, who, most unworthy, and ungamisb'd by 

< Art or Nature witb Rhetoricid Colours, have pre- 

* sum'd to deliver your Sacred Majesty, form'd by 

* Nature, and fram'd by Art and Education to the 
' Perfection of all Eloquence, tbe publick Message of 

* your Majesties loyal Subjects here conveen'd, on tbe 

< Knees of my Heart, beseeching your Sacred Majesty, 

< that my Obedience to myne Superior's Commands, 
' may be a Sacrifice acceptable to expiate my Pre- 
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flumptiQa, yofir Majeatiefl wonted Clemency m$j 
gire Strength and Vigoiir to my distrustfiil Spirits, 
in graeieiis Aeceptanee of that which shall be de- 
liveredy and pardon my Eacapen. BeceiTe then, 
dread SoTereign» from your Majesties fiuttrfnl and 
loyal Suli|ectB the Magistrates and Citizens of yonr 
Highness's Good Town of Edinbnrghi such Wel^ 
e(nne as is due from these, who, with thimkfnl Ifeasts, 
do aeknowledge the Infinite Blessings plenteooriy 
flowing to them hiXBo. the Paradise of yonr Majesty's 
wi^>otted Goodness' and Virtual wiAing yonr Ma-* 
jesties Syes might pierce into^ their very Hearts^ to 
behold the exoessiTe Joy inwardly oonceiy'd iff tke 
first Messenger. Your Mi^esties Prineely Resolu- 
tion to visit your Majesties Good Town, enoreas'd 
by your Mqeslies Countenance, in prosecuting what 
was so lu^ily intended, and now accomplished by 
yonr Mi^esties fortunate and sstfe Retttrn, which no 
Tongue, how liberal soever, is o^iable ta express. 
Who shall consider with an impartial Eye, the c<m-' 
tinoal Carefulness your Majesty had over na fr^m 
your tender Years, the settled Temper of yomr Ma- 
jesties Government, wherein the nicest Eye eoald 
find no Spot ; yourself, as the Life of the Country, 
the Father of the People, instructing not so ranch 
by Precept, as £Ixanq»le; yonr Majesty's Court the^ 
Marriage Pla6e of Wisdom and Gk)dliaess, without 
Impiety, cannot refuse to ovoaeh : JBnt as yonr Pru- 
dence has won the .Prise from all Kings and JBm- 
perors, that stand in the D^;ree of Ccmiparison ; so 
hath your Majesty's Government been such, that 
every Man's £ye may be a Messenger to his Mind, 
that your Majesty stands the Quintessenoe of ruling 
Skill of aU prospwous and peaceable Government, 



nudi wisht by our Forefiitlier«y but mott abniidftiitl/ 
enjoyed by ii», prabied be OOD, vtider y^mr saertd 
Majestie. For if we shall, in a Vtew, lay befo^ ii^ 
die Timea bypatt, eren since the fest i\HindbM;lM of 
the Kingdom) and titerein oostider yonr Majesties 
moat n6ble Progenitors, they were initoedall Prine^^ 
renown'd for their Virtnes, not inferior to any Kingtf 
or Einperors of their Time, diey maintain'd and de- 
lirer'd Cheir Virgine Scepters snoonqner'd, from Age' 
to Age, from the Foundation of the mimt iriolent 
Floods of conqnering Swords, which orerWbafan'd 
the rest of the whole Earth, and earry'd th0 Orowns* 
of all other Kings <tf this Terrestrial Ball unto' 
Thnddom ; . but hr short of yoar Majeaties NatoTe, 
having placed in yonr Sacred Person al^sii^ ' whatin 
erery one of them was excellent, the SeflitttUJBIouse 
of the Planets being, as it were, conveett'd at your* 
Majestiei Krtih, lor deotreeing of idi Ferfbotions in' 
your Royai Person, the HeareAs and Berth witness- 
ing yonr Heroical Frame, no Infloence whatsoever 
bdng able to bring die same to a higher Degree. 
If we shall bring to Mind the tnmnltnous Days of 
yonr Majesties more tender Years, and tiierein yonr 
Mi^esties Pmdence, Wisdom and Constancy, in nm- 
ting the disjointed Members of the Common Wealth, 
who will not, with the Qneen of Sheba, oonfess he 
haa seen more Wisdom in ypur Royal Person, than 
Report hath bronght to foreign Bars ; and there is 
not of any Estate or Age within tibia Kingdom, who 
has not fakd particular Bxperienee of the same, and' 
aensibly felt the Fruits thereof ; the Fire of civir 
Discord, which, as a Flame, devoured us^ was there- 
by quench'd, every Man possess'd his own in Peai6e, 
reaping that which he' had sown, and enjoying theT 
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IVmtfl of hk own Ldboon, your Majesties great Vi> 
gilanoe and Godly Zeal in propagating the (Jogpel, 
mi de&dng tbe Moimments of Idolatry, banighing 
that Roman Aniiehriatian Hierarchy, and establish- 
ing our Chnrcfa, repairing the Ruins thereof, pro-* 
teeting us from foreign Invasion, the rieh Trophies 
of your Mi^esties Victories more powerfidly at- 
cUerod by your Sacred Wisdom, desenres more 
worthily than diose of the Cttsars, so much eittoU'd 
by the Andents. All Ages riiaU record, and Pos- 
terity bless Almighty OOD, for giving to ua their 
Fore-lathers a King, in heart iqpright as David, wise 
aa Solomon, and Oodly as Josias. 

* And who can better witness your Majestaes Royal 
.Ryonr aad Beneficence, than this your good Town 

of SidiBhuig^ which being fbimded in the Days of 
that worthy King Fergus I. the ftrst Builder of the 
Kingdom, and famous for her unspotted Fidelity ta 
your Miyesties most noUe Progenitors, was by them 
enrich'd with many Freedoms, Priviledges and Dig- 
.nitaesi all which your Majesty not only confirmed, 
tnit also, with Accession of many more eidarg^d; 
beautify'd her with a new oreeted College, lamoue 
for Profession of all liberal Sdences, so that she 
justly doth acknowledge your Majesty the Author 
«nd Cons^rr^r of her Peace^ her Sacred Physician, 
who binds itp the Wpunds of her distracted Com- 
mon Wealth, the only MagneB of her Prospmty, 
and the true Fountain, from whence, under GOD, 
all hw Happiness and Felicity floweth, and dotli in 
all Humility record your Majesties Royal Favour 
extended (o her at all Times. 

* Neither hath the Ocean of your Majesties Virtuea 
contain*d it self within the Precinct of thb Isle ; 
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* WliAt Ebt u so barbarous, that hath cot heard of the 

< Fame of your Majesty ? What foreigpa Prinoe is not 

< indebted to your Sa^d Wisdom ? What reformed 

< Church doth not bless your Majesties Birth Day, is 

< not protected under the Wings of your Saered An- 

< thority from Antichristian Locusts, whose Watts, by 

< the Sacred Wisdom wherewith your Sacred Person 

< is endow'd, hath, been batter'd and shaken more than 
■*• did the Goths and Vandals the old Frame of the 
> same by the Sword : And for your Sacred Virtue, 
' your Majesty deserres to be Monarch of the World : 

'* So for your Piety and niMfeigned Zeal, in propagat- 
' ing and maintaining the Gospel, does, of due, apper- 

< tain to your Majestie, the Titles of most Ch^ristian 

< and Catholick King. 

< For all which, your Majesties most Royal Favours, 

* having nothing to render but that whidi is due, we, 

< your Majesties most hmnUe Subjects, prostate at 

* your Sacred Feet, lay down our Lives, Goods, Li- 

< berties, and every Thing that is dear to us, vowing 

< to keep to your Sacred Majesty, unspotted Loyalty 
*• and Subjection, and ever to be ready to. consecrate 
' and sacrifice our selves for Mflintenance of yofor Royal 

< Person and Estate, praying to the Eternal, our GOD, 
^ that Peace may be within your Majesties WaUs, and 

< Prosperity within your Palaces, length of Days to 

< your Sacred Person ; that from your Majesties Loins 
'*' may never be wanting one to sway the Scepter of 
' these your Kingdoms^ and that Mei!cy may be to 
*■ your self and your Seed for ever.' 

After the Delivery of this Speech, His Majesty went 
to the great Church, and there having heard Sermon 
from the Arch-Bishop of St. Andrews, Primate of all 

h2 
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Soodfloi^ proceeded on Hb Bfaroh to Hia Pehce of 
Holy Rood-House* At the Gate of the Inner Cknut 
wi» presented to his Royal Hands, a Book in Mano- 
script, of cnrions and learned Verses in Greek and 
JLatia, entituled AcademiiB EdkUmrgemis Cat^ffraiulaHOf 
and a Speeeh made in Name of thai Uni^rarsity by Mr. 
Patridc Nisbet. Next Day, His Majesty wwb pleas'd 
to honour the Univenity with His Presence at a Phi- 
kMopbical Disputation in the Oriental Languages, by 
the Professors of Philosophy, Mr. John Adamsam, Mr. 
James Fairly, Mr. Patrick Sands,.Mr. Andrew Yonng^ 
Mr. James Reid, a^d Mr. William Bji^* When the 
Kxercise was over. His Majesty was pleas'd to coot^ 
pliment the Disputants in the following Poem, whic^ 
by them was variously paraphrased in Latin. 



*^ A« 4dM VM the fim of Hen, wImium all bsglsBixig take, ' 
So Adtm^ion was Presidmt, and first Alan of this Act. 
The Thetis FairJie did defend, which tho* they liee omtam $ 
Yet were fair Lies, and he the same right fairly did maintain. 
The Field first entred BIr. 5!0fub, and there he made me sect. 
That not all Sands axe barren Sands, hut that some fertile be. 
nea-Mr. Ttmng noet tahtily the neses did Impugn, 
Ai^ Jkfthedt eld in ^HiMfa, aliho* his Name be KeM^. 
To has aupcsatod Mr. Rrid^ who tho* Bmi be hie Nana, 
Need neither liar his Dispute blush, nor of his Speech think 

ShamQ. 
Last enter*d Mr. King the Lists, and dispute like a King, 
How Reason reigning like a Queen, should Anger uncfer- 

bring. 
To their d<senred Praise have I thus play'd upon their 

Names, . 
And wills this College hence be called the College of King 

jAlfEft. 

Manifold Honours the King put upon thiii his €foo4 



Town of Edinbtirgliy in Uie Gastle whoroof ho ww 
bom ; as apjiloiu-s by Ao Xnaeciption yot remaining in 
tile Room, when his M olber, Qnoon Muy, wis deli* 
Terad of fakn, wUdi ftins tkos. 



«< O Jxsv Xiomn, who emwvlt wm viUl Thorn, 
Presenre the Birth whaii Badgie heie is bom^ 
And grant, O LORD, that whatever of her proceed. 
May be unto thy honour and Glory. Soe beid." 

Hii Majesty, by a Charter under hi^ Great Seal, 
dispones to the Prov68t, Baillies, Town Council, and 
Colhmtmity of theBnrgh of Edinburgh, the Jnrisdic^ 
Hon, Hareii, and Harbour of Leith, and niakes and 
eoiistitntes them Judges amongst the Skippers, Mas*- 
t^s and Mariiiers in Leith, and all other l^ppers. 
Masters, and Sailors, as well his Subjects as Foreign- 
ers, being for the Time with their Ships, Boats, or 
Htfks within the same Village of Leith, and Harbour 
of the same, in all Sea-fareing Actions and Causes 
-whatsomever, with Power to them to make Acts and 
8<aitates for the Increase of Sailing. And dispones to 
them the prime Gilt to be nplifted for sustaining of 
poor indigent Sea-Men within the said Village of 
Lieith, forth of the Freight of erery Tun of Goods, in 
manner specified in the said Charter, to be applied to 
the Use of the said Poor. This Charter is dated at 
Whitehall, 8d April 1616. 

By another Charter under the great Seal, he con- 
firms to the Magistrates, Town Council, Crafts, and 
Community of the said Burgh, and their Successors, 
all former Infefbnents granted to them by his Prede- 
cessors,, of the heretable Offices of Sheriff-ship, Crown- 
. i7> 'vrhich contains a new Gift of the Sheriff-ship and 
Orownry within the said Burgh^ common Mills there- 
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nfy common Minr, Minsk, Lodi, Parts, Streets, conf-^ 
mon Ways, Piusages, and Loaaii^ns, leading to aa4 
irom the same ;. and espeelally tlko Passage leading to 
Leith npon both Sides of the Water tiiereof, and to 
tlie said Village of Leith, Haven of the samen, and 
within the Harbonr and Village of' Newhaven, and 
ViUage of Leith, Havens, Roads, Harbonrs, and Bol- 
warb thereof, and within the Lands of common do- 
sets, Bnrshoilf, Passages, and other Bounds whatao- 
erer, lying within the Liberty of the said Bnifk of 
Edinburgh. Dated at Whitehall, Sd April 1616. 

By a Gift under his Great Seal, grants to the said 
Provost, Baillies, and Gonneil, the Power of having 
the Sword carried b^ore them. Riding of the Marches 
or Bounds thereof, and of the Office of Justice of 
Peace, in manner therein<49ontaih'd. Dated at White- 
han, 10th November 1609. 

. By another Gift, he enlarges ^eir Powers as Jus- 
tices of Peace, in which they are infeft. Dated at 
Hamptoun Court, 25th September 1612. 

By another Gift and Ilifeftment, grants to them all 
Fines and Ammerciaments belonging to the Offiee of 
SheriffHship and Justiciaries of Peace. Dated at 
Whitehall^ 17th September 1613. 

By another Charter under the Great Seal, dispones 
to them the Custom or Excise (and to their Suc^eS'- 
sors) of Four Pounds Scots, forth of every Tun of 
.Wine to 'be retailed and vented in Smalls within the 
said Burgh, Liberties, and Jmnsdiction of the same, to 
be uplifted by Aeir Treasurers, Collectors, and others 
in their Names, from the Retailers, Vintners, Tap- 
sters, and Sellers of the same, in all Time coming. 
Dated at Whitehall, 10th November 1609. 

By a Ratification of the said Gift, and new Disposi- 



tten, he dispones llie foresaid Custom and Excise of 
Four Pound, forth ef ererf Tun retidled within the 
ViUage of Leitii, in all Parts within the same npoalhe 
South side of the Water of Leith. Dated at Hamp« 
too, 25th September 1612. 

By another under the Great Seal, Power to them 
and their Successors, to erect a Weigh-house at the 
Over-Tron of the said Burgh, with dirers Liberties, 
Duties, and Immunities therein contained^ Dated at 
Royston, 9th December 1611. 

By a Charter under his Great Seal, dispones that 
Part of the Lands of Higbrigs, contmning 10 Acres of 
La&d or thereby. Dated at Edinburgh, 30th July 
1618. 

By a Gift under his Great Seal, ^tos and grants t&e 
Jedgry of Salmon, Herring, and WUte Fish, packed 
and peill'd within the Kingdom ^ Scotland. Dated 
at Royston, 19tfa October 16ia 

By another Gift under his Great Seal, the Power of 
being Oyerseers and Visiters of all Measurers and 8eh 
lers of Ooath, Stufis, and Stockings made in the said 
Village of Leith, and Sherifidom of fidinbm^h. Dat- 
ed at Whitehall, 8th Mardi 162L 

By a Charter under his Great Seal, datecT at Stir- 
ling, 14th April 1582, ratifying a Charter made by 
Queen Mary under her Great Seal, dated ISth March 
l£i66, of the Lands, Tenements, Houses and Biggings, 
Churdies, Chaplainries, Altarages, and Prebendariesr, 
in wliatsoever Churches, Chapels, or Colleges, within 
the Liberty of the said Bui^h, founded by whatsoever 
Person, whereof the said Chaplain and Prebends were 
in Possession, with the Yards, Orchards, Annualrents, 
Teinds, Services, Profits, Duties, Emoluments which 



perlaiaed AawtOy and <if sU liftndi wkkh perUttHed W 
the BlMk FnatB and Qa^j FriaM. 

By aAetber Cflilrter he nM%B and approtea the He-* 
miaakm and Satificalion tiuide by J<rim 6ib» in Fa^ 
Toura of the said Burgh, of the nrordatry of the'Kirk* 
field) haill Lands And Bigginga belonging td the satne* 
And daspcMBMa die Liberty of a College^ and repwrhig 
snfleieiit Honaes fbr acdHnmddatmg die Profefiaora of 
Phfleai^y, Htunamty and Langnagea, Theology, 
Medicine, Law, and all oAer Sdenciea ; and electing 
soAdent Pvofesiora for teadiiag die aaid Prdfeaaions ; 
and for diat Effecst, diaponed to them the Provot^ of 
Kivkfield, with die Tenementa, FnuCs, Pesaeaaietts, 
Rents, and Duties thereof. 

By aaetber Gharteif under hia Chreat Seal, 4«h April 
1584^ eonaideiv^. That the Burgh of Edinburgh 1^ 
been at great Expensea ili erecdng the said College^ 
and had gifted great Snma for sustaining the Prices- 
son for instructing the Youth, he cBsponed to the 
Gtood Town, for the Use of the said C<Aege, and for 
Matntoianee of the Principal «id Regents, the Areh- 
deanry oi Lothiai), eontaining die Parsonage of Curry^ 
with die Manse, Glebe, and Kirk Lands, Teinds and 
Duties of the same* 

By another Charter under his Great Seal, 26th May 
1687, for the great Eaepenoes wared out by die Good 
Town, in erecting an Hospital for maintaining dieir 
Ministersy dkponed to the Town the ProTOstry of dto 
Trinity College, House-Rettts, Kirk-Teinds, and FVuits 
thereto pertaining. 

By another Charter under his Great Seal, 39th July 
1587, Ratifies the Iideftnieiite granted by himsdf and 
Queen Mary, his Mother, of the said Kirk-Lands, Tri- 
nity College, ProTostry of Kirkfield, and Arch-deanry 



of Iioiliiall, for the Uie of the MSnisten, CSolhge, aod 
Poor. 

By anodier Charter under the Great Seal, dated at 
Bearboar Casde, 1612, Batifin all fbnner Grants of 
the aaid Kirk-Laiida, Provottriea of Kirkfield, and .Tri- 
nity-College, and Arch-deanry of Lothian, with atew 
Gift of the iaida haill Kirk-Lands, 6r maintainiwg m 
Mmisters, College, and Poor* 

Urns did that just and graeieiis Prince show his Be- 
neficenee to owr Metropolis, as ^ wise King Selonon, 
in his Book of Ethieks, remarks, <« V^ken the Rig^ 
^ eons are in Authority, the City rejoyoeth; bat wheA 
^ the Wicked bear Rale, die People mourn." And 
being a peacefai Prince as well as generous, he poured 
Oil into the Wounds of Ms People, and healed the 
growing Contentions betwixt tiie Merchants and 
Trades, by the subsequent Deoreet- Arbitral. 

A T Halyniidhonse, the Twenty twa Day of Apryl, 
^^^ the Yeir of GOD One thousand five hundred 
fourscore three Years ; We Robert FairUo of Braid, 
Sir Archibald Naper of Edinbellie Knight, «i4 Jamea 
Johnstoun of Elpbindstoun, Judges ArbitratoiB, chosen 
for the Part of Mr. Michael Chisolme, Andrew Sdater, 
John Adamsone, and William Fairlie Bailltes ^f Edin- 
burgh, Mr. John Prestoun Dean of Gild, Mungo Bus- 
sel Thesaurer, John Johnstoun, Robert Ker Younger, 
Henry Charters, John Morisone, William Maul, John 
Harwood, John Robertsone, William Inglis, Alexander 
Ni^^er, William Nesbet, Merchants ; being on the Coun-: 
sel of the said Burgh, .for themsdvesr and in Nameand 
Behalf, and as Commissioners for the hail Merdhatfta 
Indwellers of the said Burgh, jon. .the anePatft, and 
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Jobn Cockbvrn uf Qrmefltoiiiiy Mr. Robert Pont Pt'0«^ 
Test of the Triiiity-CoIledge» and Mr. Darid Lindsey 
Miniffter of Leitii, Judges Arbitralors chosen £>r the 
Part of James Fergnsone Bower, John Baimsfalher 
TaUyeooTy twa of the Crafts-men, being on the Conn-* 
^el of the said Bnrgh ; Gilbert Prymrose Deaken of 
the Chiruigians, John Watt Deaken of the Hannner- 
men, William Hoppringle Deaken of the Twl3reonn, 
Edward Galbraith Deaken of the Skinners, Edward 
Hairt Deaken of tlie Gold-Smiths, Adam Newtoun 
Deaken of the Baxters, Thomas Didcsone Deaken of 
the Furriers, Andrew Williamsone Deaken of the 
Wrights, William Bickertonn Deaken of the Maissons, 
James Ker Deaken of the Fleshers, William Weir 
Deaken of the Coidiners, Thomas Wright Deaken of 
the Websters, William Cowtts Deaken of the Wdcers, 
imd William Somer Deak^i of the Bonnet-makers ; for 
themselves, and in Name and behalf and as Ckmimis- 
sioners for the hail Crafts-mea, Indwellers of the said 
Bmgh, on the nther Pact : And the right potent aad 
iUuster Prince, JAMES be the Gfaoe of GOD, King 
of Scots, oor SoTeraign Lord, Ods4naa and Overs- 
man, commonly chosen be Advice and Consent of baith 
the saids Parties, anent the removing of all Questions, 
Differences and Controversies, quhilics are, or hes been 
betwixt the saids Alerchaiits, concerning whalaomever 
Cause or Occasion wherenpon Debate or Qaestion did 
arise in any Time betwixt them. And thereupon, 
baith the saids Parties being Bund, Oblist, and Sworn, 
to jitand, abide, underly, and Ailfil the Decreet-arbitral 
and l^eliverance of us the saids Judgesaad Overs-man, 
but Appellation, Redamation, or Contradietion, as at 
length is contained in ane Submission made thereupon, 
baJAh the saids Parties dames and Grie& given in be 
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than, with the AnsvrerB made thereto^ and their 
Rights, Beaaons, and Ailedgancea bring heard, seen, 
and considered be us, and we therewith being r3rply 
advysit, after many sundry Conventions and Meetings, 
with lang Travels tane hereanent, hes all 'in ane Voice 
acoordit, decemit, and concludit, upon the Heads and 
Articles following. 

Firsiy To take away all Diffareneea quhilk hes beeft 
heretofore, concerning the Persons who had the Go- 
vernment of the Town, their Number, Power, or Au- 
thority, and Manner of thrir Ejection ; It is finally ac-* 
cordit and decernit therenpon as follows. 

Maoisthats. 

ITiHE Magistrats, sie as Provest, Baillies, Dean of 
•^ Grild, and Thesaorer, to be in all Tymes oomii^ 
of the Estait and Calling of Merchants, conforme ta 
the AetB of Pariiameat ; and if any Crafts-man Exer-« 
ceaod MerdandiMy sail f<Hr his gnid QuidHies be: p«er 
movit iheirto, in that.Caise he sail leive his Craft, aind 
not occupy the same be himself not his Servants during 
the Tyme of his Office, and sail not return theirto at 
any 7yme theireafter, quhill he obtein special Licence 
of ^ Provest, Baillies and Counsel to that Effect. 

Counsel. 

THE Counsel to consist of Ten Merchants, to wit. 
The auld Provest, Four auld Baillies, Dean of 
Gild and Thesanrer of the nixt Year preceiding, and 
Three Merchants to be chosen to them, and als to con-* 
sist of Eight Craftsmen theirof, Sex Deakens, and T\y^ 
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wdiflr OnftMrnen, maksad in the hiul the said CoHik^ 
Eighteeii Penoii% aiid this by Ae Office-men of that 
Year, to wit, the Provoat, Baillies, Dean of Gttd, and 



Election. 

A ND as to the Manner of their Election, It is first 
^^ gvneraDy aoeotdit and agriet, That na manner 
of PtfsoQ be chosen Provost, Bafflies, Dean of 
Oild, or Thesamrer, suppose they be Burgesses of 
the Bmiph, and able therefore, witihoiit they Unre 
been ane YeariNr Twa upon the (knxasS. of before. 
And anent the Connsel, the anld Manor of giving 
in of Tickets be the Deak«i% dnt of the quhilk the 
Twa Crafis-men were Yearly chosen, to be abrogat, 
cease and ezpyre in aK Tjr^nes coming, swa that ike 
saidsTwa Gtafl»-meii shall be chosen Yeariy without 
any Ingiviug of Tickets indifferently^ of the best and 
worthiest of the Crafts, be the saids PiPovest, Bi^llies^ 
Dottrof €Hhl, Theankrer and 06uik8el aiAtfieriy^ sifd 
nine to be on the Counsel above Twa Year togedi^, 
exc^ Aej be OffM^lnen, or be Yertue of theiir Offi- 
ces be on the Counseh Siddike, anent the Lytts td 
be Baillies, they sail not be dividet nor casten in Four 
Ranks, Three to overy Rank, as they were wont to 
be ; hot to be chosen indifferently, Ane out of the 
Twelff Lytts, Ane uther out of Eleven Lytti^ the 
Third out of Ten, and the Fourt out of Nyne Lytts. 
Anent the Deakens, That nane be electit Deaken, ex- 
cept he that hes been an Maister of his Craft twa Year 
at the least : and- that nane of them be continued in 
their Offices of Deakenship above twa Year togidder. 
Last in general, That nane liave Vote in, Lytting> 
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Voitingy Electing of die Phnreity BaiDies, Coiiiiid» 
Deakensy Dean of Grild, or Thetanrer, hat the Persona 
kereafte^ following, in manner after^s] 



Election in special of Deakens. 

A ND to proceid to the aaid Mectioa ; It is found 
'^^ gnid to begin at the choosing of the Deakens of 
Crafts, quhilks are Fourteen in Number, to wit, Cht- 
jwrgeana, Goldamytfaa, Skynners^ Furriers, HaQamer^- 
men, Wrights, Masons, Tailyeours, Baxters, Fleshers, 
Ckurdiners, Websters, Wakers, Bonnet-makers; Swa 
the Deakens now present shall stand, and eontinae 
fohil the third Connael-da|r of before the anld Time of 
Election of the new CSaund, qnUlk was on the Wed* 
nesday next preoeading the Feaat ai Michaelmass ; np» 
on the qnhilk third Counsel-^y, the Provest, Baillies, 
and Counsel nowatandaud, extending to Nineteen Per^ 
sons, andfra thenee farth Yearly, and ilk Year, the 
ProTeat, BailUes and Comisel, oonstitnte of the 
Twenty Five Persons, sail call inbefore them Ihe 
Deakens of Crafts, every ane severally, and inquire 
their Opinion and Judgement of the best and worthiest 
of their Crafts ; Thereafter, the saids Provest, Baillies 
and Counsel, shall Nominat and Lytt three Persons of 
the maist Discreet, Godly, and Qualified Persons of 
every ane of the saids Fourteen Crafta, maist expert 
Hand*labeurers of their awen Craft, Burgesses and 
Freemen of the Burgh of Edinburgh, whereof the auld 
Deaken shall be ane, and cause deliver their Names to 
the DeakeiM, every ane according to their Craft* 
Quhilk Deakens, on the Mom thereafter, sajl assemble' 
and cmivein their Grafts, and every Craft be them* 
selves, furth of thir Names shall elect ane Person whar 
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•all be their DeakeB for that Year ; and, upon the next 
Connad-clay aUter the aaid Election, the avid Deakens, 
with some ai the Matters of their Crafts, sail present 
the new Deakens to the Counsel, quha sail authorise 
them in their Offices. 

New Counsel of Deakens. 

NExt, To proceed to the Election of the New Conn* 
seL The said Day of presenting of the new 
Deakens, the ProTest, Bidllies, and Counsel now stan* 
dand of Nineteen Persons, and firm then furth, the said 
Day yearly; The Provest, Baillies and Counsel, of 
Twenty fire Persons, sail choose fiurth of the saids 
fourteen Deakens, Sex Persons to be adjoined with 
the new Counsel for the Year to eome^ and to have 
spedal Vote im lytting and choosing of the Prorest, 
Baillies and Counsel ; and the same Day, the anld Sex 
Deakens quhilk was i^n the Counsel the Year pre* 
ceeding, to be removed, and hare na fiurther Vote for- 
that Year, except some of them be of the Number of 
Ae new elected Deakens. 



New Counsel of Merchants and Crafts. 

flUiareafter, Upon the Wednesday next, preceding 
^ Michaelmas ilk Year, the Proyest, Baillies, Dean 
of Gild, Thesauri, and Ten Merchants of the Coun- 
sel, and the said Sex Deakens, and twa Crafts-men, 
and in the hail Twenty £ye Persons, and Twenty sex 
Votes, be Reason of the ProTest's twa Votes ordinarly 
standand at all T3rmes, sail conveen and choose the 
new Counsel, to the Number of Eighteen Persons, to 
wit, the auld Prorest, Baillies, Dean of Gild and The* 
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lanrer of that Year, and the said Sex Deacons, to 
make Thirteen Persons thereof, and to them to be 
chosen Three Merchants, and Twa Crafts-men, and 
thir Persons to be callit the New Counsel ; And if any 
Person of the Merchants chosen upon the New Coun- 
sel, happens to be put on the Lytte of ane uther Ofioe, 
and promovit thereto, an uther s^U be chosen in hit 
Room be the saids Provest, Baillies, and Counsel* 

Lytts of Maoistrats. 

FTIHirdly, To proceid to the choosing of the Lytts to 
-^ the Magistrats and Office-men, sie as Prorest, 
Baillies, Dean of Gild and Thesauri, upon the Fri- 
day nixt thereafter, there sail conyeen the said New 
Counsel of Eighteen Persons, and the Auld Counsel 
constitute of Twelff Persons, yib. Ten Merchants, and 
Twa Crafts-men, and in the hml Thretty Persons to 
the Prorest's odd Vote ; quhOks Persons so sbleaiiiat- 
ly protesting before 60D, that they sail choose tho 
Persons whom they find maist meet, without Farour, 
Hatred, or any Kind of Collusion ; then sail begin and 
choose the Lytts to the said Magistrats and Office- 
men, to erery ane of them three Lytts ; that is to say, 
to the ProTest, twa Lytts with himself; to the four 
Baillies, eyery ane of them three Lytts, the auld Bail- 
lies not beand ane^ except they be new chosen thereto ; 
to the Dean of Gild, twa Lytts with himself; and to 
the Thesaurer, twa Lytts with himself: Quhilks hail 
Lytts sail be of the Order and Calling of Merchant»» 
as said is. 



i 
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Election of Maoistrats. 

FOnrCUy, To prooeed to the electing and choosing 
of liie said Magistrate and Office-men ; Upon the 
Tnesday tixt after Bfielia^aiaas yearly, there foil con- 
veen the aaida tfiretty Persons, of new and aiild €k>ini' 
Sol, and with dieni the rest oi the I>edcen8 of Oafts 
quhilka are not of the Comisel, extending to Eight 
Persons : the hail Persons swa conreenand, extending 
to Thretty eight Pessons by the Plmtest's odde Vote) 
whereof Twenty Merchants, and Eighteen Crafts-men ; 
ftkitta PenoiMr sail begiii at die Lytts of the ProvtBst, 
and efiery ana in iMr awen BaidE, giro their Votes to 
sioaatliey find neat for the weHI of the* Townv accor' 
ding' to their Gonaeienae and Knai4edgte» but ibid or 
Fanw ; and oa whom the greatest Nvnber of Votes 
sail £dl» that he be sworn, reeemt md -adnMttit Rro- 
Y08t £ae that Year ; and swa to prooeed throw the 
Lytafea of the Bullies, ]>eaa of Gild^ and lliesaarer, 
fi^ th» said Eloction be oMnpkatly endit. The 
saida Pro^raat, Baittiosr Doaa of Gild, Hiesaurer, and 
Coanod, elaetit, aa said is, makattd in the hail Twenty 
i!re Persona ; they only, and nae ntiiers, saB hare the 
fidi Goi^impnmeat and Adnunistratieto of tiie hail Com- 
mon-weal of this Bmgh, in all ThiBgs, as the Prorest, 
Baiffies, and Cmnisel tiiereof, or of any uther Bmgh 
had of hofMne^ or nay hare hereafter, be the Liaws or 
Consnetnde of this Realm, Infeftments and Priiriledges 
grantit to liiis Town be Our SoTereign Lord's maist 
llohle Progenitors, exoeptand always thir Causes fol- 
lowing, in the qnhilks the hail Fourteen Deakens'of 
Crafb sail be cdlit and adjoined with them, to gire 
their special Vote and Consultation thereinto, to wit, 
In Election of the Provest, Baillies, Dean of Gild, and 
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Thesaurer, as said is» In setting of Fews, or any man- 
ner of Tacksi attour the yearly Rowping, on Martin- 
mass Even, In giving of Benefices, and nther Offices 
in Brugby In granting of ExtentSi -Contributions^ £n- 
primitSy and sicklike bigging pf coquiMKn Wark^, and 
in disponing of th^ Oonuaon-Goodf vjbQr^ the^Smii of 
Twenty Pound togiddar. 

Waimii^ of tb/s I^Biki^SMS m^ Q^xmioa^ 

pRoviding noTwdieless, that the Deakens not of the 
** Counsel, or any of them, beand personally warned 
to that Effect, and absenting AemseKs, swa oft the last 
Deaken, or any ndier that was in Lytt with him that 
Yeir, shall stipplie thdr Room ; and they beand per- 
sonally warned, and absent, tlie rest oompearand sail 
hare Power to proceed. If any of the Provest, Bail- 
lies, and Counsel b^ absent^ the nest wha are present 
sail choose an nther in their Room. And to avoid all 
Snspieioun that hes risen in Times past, through ikfi 
parlicnlar Assemblies and Conventieuns, contrair to 
the Acts of Parliament, and to the Trouble of the 
Quyet Estait of this Bn^ 

GONVBNIIOUNS. 

TT is agreit and concludi^ that nather the Merohaats 
•^ amang themselfs, nather the Crafts and their J>ei^ 
kens, or Visitors, sail have, or make any particular» or 
general Conventions, as Deakens with Deakens, Dea- 
kens with their Crafts, or Crafts amang themselfs, far 
less to make privat Laws, or Statutes, Poynd and Dis- 
trenxie at their awen Hands for Transgressions, by tt|e 
Advice and Consent of the Provest^ BaQUofi^ and 
CounseL 
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Dean of Gild may ooaveen his Counsel. 

Xj^Xeeptand tiwwfn, that the Dean of Gild may as- 
^^ gemble hia Brethren and Counsel in their Gild 
Court, oonform to Am ancient Lawes of the Gildrie, 
and PnTiledges thereof: And that any ane Craft may 
oonreen together amang themsdft, for the choosing of 
their Deakens at the Tyme i^pointit thereto, and in 
manner beforeexprest; making of Masters, and tryingirf 
their Handie-wark allanerly. And if any Brethren, or 
Deakens of Crafts, sail find out, or deyyse any good 
JEIeids, that may tend to the Weill of their Craft, they 
sail propone the same to the Magistrates, wha sail set 
forwiM^ an Act or Statute thain^wn. 

CoionssiONERs. 

TT«m, As toitchingthe Commissioners in Parliament, 
*^ . Genend Counsel, and Commissioners in Conyen- 
tionn of Burrows, it is thought gnid be. the Commis- 
sioners, that in all Tymes coming, the ane of the saids 
Commissioners for the Brugh of Edinburgh, sail be 
chosen be the siud Provest and Baillies, furth of the 
Number and Calling of the Crafts-men, and that Per- 
ton to be ane Burgess and <}ild-Brother of the Bmgh, 
of the best, expert and wise, and of Honest Conversa- 
tion. 



/ 



Auditors. 

em. It is agreed, that the Auditors of all the 
Towns Compts sail hereafter be chosen of eqnal 



Number of MevAuits and Crafts-men, be tfie PtoTest^ 
Biiillie% aad Conned. 

TTtmy Toward tbe long GonlrovenieB for tbe 6iidrie» 
^ itisfiniiUy, with^MHiiinon Consent appointit, i^reit 
and €Oiidiidit» That ab weill Crafts-men, as Merchants^ 
sail be reeeived and admitlied 6iid-Brether, and tbe 
anetiet to be refobit, or sedndit therefirae mair nor 
tbe uther, tbey being Bnrgesses of tbe Bnrgb> als meit 
and qualified thairfore ; and that 6i1d-brether have Li-* 
berty to- nee Mercbandioe. Their Admission, and 
Tryal of their Qoalifieationn, to be in liie Power and 
Hands of the Proves^ Baillies, Thesanrer, and Coun- 
sel, with the Dean of Gild, and his Counsel, qobilk sail 
consist in equal Number of Merchants and Crafite men, 
Gild-l»tether, not exceiding the Number of sex Persons^ 
by tiie Dean of Gild himself; and that no Person, of 
what Faculty soever he be, sail bruik the Beneftt of 
an Gild-Brother, without he be receivit and admittit 
thereto, as said is. 

BuROESSES, Crafts. 

f'Tem^ That na manner of Person be sofforit to use 
^ Merchandice, or occupy the Handie-wark of ane 
free Crafts-man within this Bnigh, or yet to exerce the 
Liberty and Priviledge of the said Buigfa, without he 
be Bujgess and fVee-man of the same. 

Extents. 

TTemy Because the Merchants and Craflt-lifen of this 
-^ Burgh, are now to be IncorponI? in ane'Soeiety, and 
to make an haill Town, and an Common^weill, it is 
thought guid and expedient, and oondudit, to abrc^t 

I 
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the former Cnstome of dividiDg and settiiig of Extent^ 
wherein the Merchants payit Four Pairts> and the 
Crafts the Fift Part. And therefore it is agried, that 
as they watch and waird together : Swa in all Extents, 
EmprimitSy Contributions, and the like Subsidies to be 
imposit upon the Brugh, Merchants and Crafts-men te 
bear the Burden and charge thereof indifferently orer- 
heid, according to their Ability and Substance, throw 
the haill Quarters of the Town, without Division of 
the Rolls in Merchants and Craftsmen in any Tyme 
coming ;> the Extentonrs sail be of equal Number of 
Merchants and Crafts-men, eight Persons of the ane 
Calling, and eight Persons of the uther, to be electit 
sworn and receivit be the Prorest, Baillies, and Coun- 
sel, out of the malst Discreit and Skilful of all the 
Town, void of all partial Affectioun and Hatred : And 
that nae Person usand the Trade of Merchant or 
Crafts-man, and occupyand the friedome of the Brugh, 
and able to pay any £bd;ent, not beirand the Office of 
ProTOSt or Baillies in the mean Time, sail be any wayia 
exemit frae the real and actual Payment thereof. 

COLLECTIOUN. 

/Tenh As the haill Body of the Town, consistand^of 
Merchants and Craftsmen, does heir an common 
Burden of Watching, Wairding, Extenting, and of 
the like publiek Charges, having an Commoun Good 
proper to nane, swa neidful it is for making an equal 
Unity, and charitable Concord, that there be in the 
hail Town but an Collection, and an Purse, not pecu- 
liar to any, bot common to all, of the haill Duties and 
Casualities, callit the Entres Silver of Prenteisses, Up- 
setts, Owkly Pennies, Unlaw, and sicklike, to be col- 
lectit in all Tyme coming, and received baith of Mer- 



dr THS BLV£ BLANKET. 171 

cbants and Crafts-men, and put in an common Pnne 
.and to that Effect the Merchants to take and hare 
Prentices, als weill as Crafts-men, and to be astrictit 
imd obleist theirto, and na Prentice alwayes to be re- 
ceived of ather of them, for shorter Tyme nor the 
Space of fyve Yeirs compleit. And for the better 
Knowledge to be had heirof, and for observing an 
good Ordour in GoUectionn of the same, that there be 
an commoon Book made, keipit be the commomi Clerk 
of this Bmgh present, and to come, wherein the Names 
of aQ Prentices to Merchants, and Craftsmen, the 
Name of dieir Master, Day of their Entreis, and 
Space of their Prentiship, sail be insert and bnikit : 
For the qnhilk, the Clerk sail have at their Bulking of 
ilk Person, sex Pennies, and for the Outnlraaght 
Twelff Pennies ; quhilk Bulk sail be to the Prentice 
an sufficient Probatioun of his Entres, and an Charge 
to the Collectors of the said Dewties. If any Man be 
an P^nteis heireafter, and not put in the said Biiik, 
bis Pienteiship sail be to him of na Effect. Alswa, 
.be Reason every Industry is not of like Valour and 
Substance, • it is declairit what ilk Rank or Degree of 
Prenteisses sail Pay, to wit, the Merchant Prenteis, 
and sic Kind of People as were wont to extent witk 
them, and are not under an of the said Fourteen Crafts, 
to pay at his Ekitres the Day of his Bulking, to the 
said Collection Thirtie Shilling, and at his Upsett, or 
End of his Prenteiship fyve Pund« The Prenteis to 
An Skinner, Chirargean, Gold-Smyth, Flesher, Cor- 
diner, Tailyeour, Baxter, and Hammer-man, at their 
Entry and Bulking, to the sud CoUectioun Twenty 
Shilling, and for their Upsett fyve Pund : The Pren-^ 
4eis to an Masoun and Wright, at his Entrie thretteen 
Jllulling four Pennies^ and his Up-sett^ three Pund sex 



ShSBiag Mgkt Pwoief. The Pronteis to an Webster, 
WA^9 Bomset-Maker, Farrier^ at his Entry, ten 
Bhiffiaf , and for his Up-sett fyftie ShOling ; and thir 
DewtieB to be tane by their owUy Pennies, and Dew-* 
ties ef thnr 9uigeslii^. And to canse all Persons to 
be aydr willii^ to enter themselA in Prentiship with 
the Bturgpesses and IViemen of the Bmgh, this Piivi- 
ledge is gnntit to the saids PlrentMses, That they ,sall 
pay aae mair for iheir BorgeshSp to Ae Dean o£ Gild, 
l>Qt fyve Panda by the Dewties foinaids: And in 
Angweatatioim of the said Colleetionn» when any 
Persons sail happen to be made Bns^eases of thU 
Bmgh» irhh was na Preoteis to aa Merchant, or Gnfta* 
antti, file Bnrgess ef the said Bms^ or hes not ooi»- 
pleit hSa P^rent^ishj^, sail pay to ^ fuid ColIectiovn» 
jat his Admissiono» the donble of the haiU Pirenteis or 
S!nftres-£HlTer> Up-sett and Bnikhng, by tiie Dew^ 
payil to the Pean of Gild for his BnrgesUq[s ^ Cril^ 
drie, qiihiSk is twenty Punds fi»r bis Bnrgadup^ aiidt 
fonrty Pond for his Gildrie^ the Prmledge always of 
the Bairns of Burgesses and Gild-Brether not beiiii^ 
pr^ndged heirby, qnha sail pay the anld and aeciia* 
toiaed Dewty to the Dean of Gild allanerly. Thir 
Dewtiea and Colleetiennsy or Casnalities of Bntrea- 
SHwerf Up isato, owUy Pennies, Un^lawa, and sik-Uke, 
to be reeaiTed in all Times commg, of all Merdianin 
and CraHto-men indi£Fer^itly, put in the said eonunon 
Purse, and imploit be the Advice and Command of the 
ProT^st, Baillies and Coonsel, for Support and Re- 
lief of the frilyist and decayet Buigesses and Crafts- 
men, their Wyfss, Bairns, and auld Senrants, and 
nther poor IndweUers of the Town* The Proyeat^ 
BaiUies, Counsel, and hail Deak^is, every Yeir after 
J^leetioun of the Magistrates, sail dioose the CoUec* 
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tors of the said Dewties and Caraalities^ of equal Num- 
ber of Merchants ^and Crafts-meny and to devyse and 
eet down sic good Ordoor as they sail find meet and 
expedient for the perfyte and readie In-bringing there- 
of. And last, the said Collectors sail make yeirly 
Compts of their Intromissionn therewith, at the Tyme 
of making of the Town's Compts, and sail find suffi- 
cient Cantionn at their Admissioun, for Compt, Beck- 
oning and Payment. liemy It is ordained, that baith 
the saids Parties, Merchants and Crafts-men now pre- 
sent, and their Successors, sail inviolably observe, 
keip, and fulfill this present Appointment and Decreit . 
Arbitral, and every Heid, Clause, and Article con- 
teinit therein. Likeas, His Majesty, and the saids 
Judges, wills and ordains them, with willing Hearts, 
to put in Oblivion all bypast Enormities, imbrace and 
intertein Love and Amity, and as they are of ane City, 
swa to be of ane Mind ; then sail they be acceptit of 
GOD, stop the' Mouths of them quhilk tuik Occasion 
be their Division to slander the Truth ; then sail they 
be mair able to do our Soveraign Lord acceptable 
Service, and have ane standing and flourishing Com- 
mon- WealL And finally, His Majesty and the saids 
Judges will esteem their lang Travek fruitfully be- 
stowit. 

Cbrtifioation op the Sett. 

A Ttour, His Mi^esty and the siuds Judges, Ordains 
-^^ the Practice and Execution of this present Ap- 
pointment and Decreet to be and begin after the Day 
and Date hereof, and to continue, and be observit and 
keipit as ane perpetual Law in Tyme coming ; and 
whasoever contraveins the samen, sail be repute and 
halden ane TrouUer of the quiet Estate of the- Com- 
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jBon-wealy ineoive tiie Note of Infimij, and fbr&iift 
and tj»^ their FVeedene for erer, aad oth ef wa yg to 
be persewit and pimiaht as seAlioin PersonSy conform 
to the Laws of the Reahn, with all Rigor and Extre- 
mity ; and ordains liur Plfosents to beRatifiet and Ap- 
provit in his Highness next Paittament ; and in the 
mean Tjpme, the same to be Actit and Registrat in the 
Bniks of Counsel and Session, imd to hare the Strength 
of Aets and Decreets of the Lords thereof, and that 
their Authority be interpontt thereto, and Letters and 
Bxeeatorials to pass thereupon, in Form as effehrs - 
and for acting and registrating of the samen. Makes 
and consdtttts Ml^ John Sharp, John Prestoun, Tho- 
mas Craig, and John Skeen, onr Procoraters, conjunct- 
ly wad seTendly, in uberiore forma Pro mUi endo de rato* 
In Witness wh^vof, the saida Judges and OrersmaD, 
togidder with tiie saids Commissioners, in Token of 
their Consents and Acoeptation of the Ptemisses, faa» 
sabscrivit liiir P^resents with their* Handsi Day, Year, 
aad Place foresaids. 

James R. &c. 

All the Carters and Donations in favours of the 
Town of Edinburgh, granted before and since the 
Union of the Two Crowns of Scotland and England, 
were confirmed by the succeeding Monarch, Charles I. 
Whose Charter of Confirmation narrates, < That call- 

* ing to his Royal Memory, and perfocdy understand- 

* ing the many good, notaMe, and thaidcfol Services 
^ perform'd by the Magistrates and Inhabitants of 

* Sdinbuigh, Ae chief City and Burgh of the Ancient 
< Kingdom of Soothmd^ not only to hioMelf mce ids 

* happy Accession to the Kingdom, but also to his 

* dearest Father ^f Stomal M^nery, and his other 



most FttttOBfl FNyg^nitorSj libe puitifsi^r mid aotaUb 
]Bxpre88ioi» whereof^ we codtalfted Ih tbe aneieiit 
InfeftmentB grunted to tkem by hk P^eeeesen ef 
Btemal Memory; whieh tetnain to Fosteiity, m 
Signs of tiieir Fidelity, aad gveat B»d egr^oBS Ser« 
vices done and performed liy tJiem, for l^e €kiod sod 
Honour of tlie Kingdom i ThereferOy eonfinned,' %Bf% 
And did grant to the Magistrates it£ Hie said Town 
and Snccessorsy the presenting and nominating of Bfi- 
nisters, for serving tlie Cnres in tkekaiB dknrdies 
boiit, or to be bn^ witbin the said l\>wn) wiA tiie 
Rigbt of patronage of the said baSl Kiilt»itt all Time 
coming. As also, oon&med to them, tite sadddity, 
Town-WaHs, Ditches, Ports, Streets, Pfewsages, Pfetths, 
Ijands, Territories, and Commmdty of the same, with 
the common Lands, eriled lAie Common Rfnir, Bastef 
and Wester, and common Mire thereof; togetiier wiA 
the Sontii Loch, called the Barrow Lodh, and the Loch 
of the said City cafled tiie Nordi Loch, with the Lands, 
of old called the Greenside, with the Lepe^-hoose and 
Yard situate on the same, arable Lands, Banks, and 
Marisbes thereof, for the present oocnpied by tile Le- 
pers of the said House. And gnmte^to the said 
Bnrgh, the sole Liberty of Merehandiee pertaining to 
a Free Royal Borgh, witidn tiie Bounds c^ the She- 
riffdom of Edinburgh, and ike PrivHeges of Weekly 
Markets every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, or 
any Three Days of the Wedc that tiray shali aj^int, 
with two Yearly Fairs, vis. HaUow-F^ and Trinity- 
Fair, witii the haiH small Customs, according to Use 
and Wont, especially tiie S^ariff Fee and Sheriff 
Glaves. And thereby enacted tiie Villi^ of Leith 
into a Burgh of Barony, with Power ixi the Magisr- 
Urates of Edinburgh to dioice BailHes and Officers 
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IliereiiiyaadiiialdiiglawifergoTeniiiigllie WUch 
Charter u dated at Newmarket, 23d October 1636, 
and 12tli Year of hia Beigii» before WitneMea, the 
moat Reverend Father in Christy and lua well-beLoTod 
Connaellor, John, by the Mercy of GOD, Archbishop 
of St. Andrews, ke. Primate and Metropolitan of the 
Kingdom of Scotland, kc his Chancdlor ; his weD* 
beloTed Conrin and Coimsellor, James Maiqness of 
Hamilton, Earl of Arran and Cambridge, Lord Aren 
and Innerdale, ke. Thomas Earl of Haddington, Lord 
Binning and Bjrris, Sleeper of the Privy Seal; Wil- 
liam Earl of Stirling, Visconnt of Canada, Lord Alex- 
ander of Tnllibody, ke. his Secretary ; his well-beloy- 
ed fimiliar Comisellor, Sir John Hay of Barro, derk 
to his Conndl, Registers, and Rolls ; John Hamiltonn 
of Orbistonn, Jnstice-Clerk ; and John Scot of Scots- 
tarrit. Director to his ChanceQary, Knights. 

These Charters shew the pions Care and Compaa- 
sion of our Sovereigns for the Poor; And here, I 
were very mijnst to onr Mother City, as weU as to the 
Memory of that Great, Good Man, Georoe Hsriot; 
Borgess and GoldsmiA of Edinburgh, JeweQer to the 
Two RenoWd Princes, JAMES VL and this King 
CHARLES ; if I should forget his pious Mortifica- 
tion to the Poor, and the magnificent Fabrick which 
he erected for their Hospital, Anno 1627. The Mor- 
tifications I have formerly mentioned relating to St. 
Eloi and St Mungo's Altars, flowed ratiier from Self- 
interest than Charity, the Patrons believing, by their 
Donations, to merit Heaven, as the Charity expresses 
it, (such is the blindness of Popery) and daimed it aa 
purchased and paid for : But this Protestant Founder 
'was % Stranger to tiie uncouth doctrine of Merit. He 
knew that Salvation is the Gift of GOD tiuro' CHRIST 
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JESUS ; That good Works are the Fruit and natural 
Result of Faith ; That rich Men are the Steward^ of 
GOD's Goodness, the Messengers of His Favours^ the 
Ck>nduit-pipes of his Liberality ; and dierefore, in the 
Statutes of the Hospital, Cegmt de Fundatore HaqpHaUy 
Statutes, That on the first Mcmday of June eyery 
year, Thanks be given to GOD in the Gray-Friar's 
Churchy for the charitable Miunt^iance which the 
Poor maintained in the Hospital^ receive by the Boun- 
ty c^ the Foimder; and that the preacher exhort all 
Men of Ability to follow his Example, to mge the Ne^ 
oessity of good Works for the Teatwuwy of thenr 
Faith ; and to dear the Doctrine of our Church from 
the R^roaches of Adversaiies, wlio givte us out to be 
the Impugners 4)f good Works. 

The Fundamental Institutions «f this Hospital wer«» 
at the Desire of the Founder, conspil'd by the Reve- 
rend Doctor Walter Balcanquhall, Dean of Roches- 
teri who left considerably to it himsetfl 

If GOD Records Bezaleel and Aholiah» two Gold- 
smiths and JeweUerSy Exod* xxxi. for their curious 
Workmanship in the Tabemadey we ought certainly 
to Recoird 9 Goldsmith and JeweSer, who not only ex- 
eell'd in Ardiitecturo» Sculpture, and Bngxaving ; bat 
Dedicated a Palace^ and Prince's Revenues to the 
LORD» PsaL exiL 9. << He hath dispersedi he hath 
givtti to the Poor, his Righteousness endureth for ever, 
his Horn shall be exalted with Honour." 

The greatest Part of this stately Edifice is Gk)tluck 
Work ; but the Frontispiece is aclom'd with stately 
Pillars of the Corinthian and Dorick Order, with vari-^ 
ous Groops of Fig^es, two of which are very curious, 
a Company of School Boys, in the HaUts appointed by 
the Founder, under the Ferula of fheir Preceptors, 
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with this MottOi extendbg to the Face of the Teachery, 
Sievosdeus^ uivoaeos; and the other, the Scholars 
round the Table at Dinner, this Inscription above their 
Heads, ont of the Poet Virgil, Deus nobis hcBcoHa fecit. 
Above this, the Arms of the Foimder ; within the 
Porch above the Entry, in a Nich, the Statue of the 
Patron, above his Head this Motto, alluding as well 
to the Building, as to the Builder : Corporis hoe. Am- 
mi est hoe Opus JEfflgies. 

The Entry of the Chapel beautify'd with Pillars of 
the Teutonick Order, and a laige Bible engraven in 
Stone, above which is this Inscription. 

Aurifiei dederat miki vis Duma perennemf ^fauxre tfi 

Terrisj m CobIo Sf Ferrt 

Below an artificial Crown, which supplies the Word 
Coronam^ the Sentence being designed for an iBnigma. 

Thus fiir have I trac'd the Loyalty of the Citiiens, 
and shall proceed no further ; but draw a Vail of Si- 
lence over the Behaviour of the City of Edinburgh, 
during the rest of the Beign of this unfortunate Prince. 
Since, the Crafts hitherto loyal, folded up their Ensign 
the Ekmner, or Blue Blanket of die Holy Ghost, when 
ftctious Sectaries were triumphant, and Majesty was 
in Misery, falling a l^etim to the Cruelty of the then 
Sectarians, by whose impious Hands he was brought 
to the Block. 

FINIS. 
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